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After being understood that natural gas is an energy source having the least damage to the environment, a significant 
dissemination activity has been started about its use on the world. Such that, this event has risen to the position of 
being one of the most important actors of the international relations in the later years. In addition, as supplier countries 

bring the security of supply into the forefront, consumer countries have also started to give importance to the security of the countries that will 
be corridor. Besides, One of the most important problems for countries has been to take steps about not being depend on only one source by 
increasing the number of supplier countries. When looking at the policies on natural gas of the government of AKP having been ruling in last 12 
years in Turkey, it has been seen that it has taken important steps about realizing the targets that it has put forth at the first step. However, it has 
been unlikely to take step on some matters according to international agreements that interest it, too. One of the most essential matters that 
Turkey hasn’t still solved at the present is inability of increasing the number of supplier countries for energy.
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INTRODUCTION
The natural gas as an energy source that gives the least damage to 
the environment and as its ease of use has been started to be used in 
many areas. In addition to this, it has risen to the position of being an 
important actor of international relationships. Therefore, it has gotten 
a position right in the middle of the political games. As with this re-
spect, natural gas has not only remained as an energy source giving 
the least damage to environment and economy, but it has also been 
an important determinant of the international policy. At this point, es-
pecially consumer countries have entered into new funding sources in 
order to eliminate the negatives that dependence on a single source 
may bring and promoted the use of natural gas in their countries. 

NATURAL GAS AND ITS IMPORTANCE 
Natural gas is an hydrocarbon-originated energy source from fossil fu-
els group. It is an organic fuel that consists of the result of chemical 
change of plant and animal wastes by the effect of high pressure un-
der the earth. Generally, it is found congestedly among rocks and it is 
a colourless, scentless and light gas. It is found especially on petrol ar-
eas. Gases such as methane, ethane, butane, propane, carbon dioxide, 
oxygen, nitrogen and hydrogen and sulphite are found in its composi-
tion. Besides, it has been revealed that its basic chemical composition 
is methane1.

It doesn’t cause environment problems as a very important factor 
than the fuels like coal and petrol. Other fossil fuels contain highly 
dangerous gases and they are released to atmosphere as a result of 
their burning. As they cause considerable pollution the atmosphere, 
they cause global warming by the greenhouse effect. However, at 
this point, the effect of pollution environment of natural gas is con-
siderably little in comparison with others. One of the most important 
reasons of using natural gas in the production of electricity can be 
described as not to harm the environment in the establishment and 
operation processes of the power plants 

It is possible to sort other properties of natural gas, as well. Firstly, it 
is found gaseous in atmospheric pressure and in room temperature 
and is a non-poisonous gas relative to others. It doesn’t do negative 
impact as much as other fuels in case of inhalation. Because it is in a 
rising trend in the atmosphere, when the gas leaks, it is known from 
ventilation holes.  

Especially its another side to be considered superior than others is to 
burn completely and provide maximum energy. In addition to all of 
these, its easy to use and its not requiring more manpower gives the 
result of being preferred very much2.

In addition, there is a negative side of natural gas economically. This 
side is its being cost to store and its being used by conveying to the 
consumption place after being taken out. At this point, the factor that 
makes natural gas to be used very effectively is conveying it to harsh 

regions by pipelines. As of today, it is in the position of the primary 
energy source used very much in the production of electricity and in 
warming. It should also be noted that natural gas’s coming to a very 
important position economically is the product of recent times. In the 
first times, encountering with natural gas by those who sought petrol 
didn’t please them. Because, conveying natural gas to market at that 
time didn’t seem possible. Therefore, the petrol that was very easy to 
be transferred was preferred instead of natural gas. However, in time, 
natural gas has been an energy source used very much as a result of 
laying pipelines and transferring to the consumption places. Especial-
ly, causing to considerably environment problems by other fuels in 
the industrialized countries and their needs for more energy day by 
day have made natural gas more attractive. Besides that, nuclear en-
ergy used highly in developed countries carries also the potential of 
causing big problems and refers states to alternative energy sources. 
Besides, the petrol crisis in 1970s has been one of the most important 
reasons urging the use of natural gas3.

NATURAL GAS PRODUCTION
As of today, it is possible to say that natural gas lives a golden era. At 
this point, the production of natural gas has been increasing day by 
day on the world. The reason of increasing in the production derives 
from naturally the consumption need. For example, 3,3 trillion cubic 
meter natural gas production in 2012  all over the world is expected 
to be reach the level of 5,3 trillion cubic meter in 2035.Besides, the 
rock gas discovered in the North American countries opens both new 
use fields and reduces the external dependence for countries. The 
natural gas reserves and production amounts all over the world  as of 
2011-2012 years are as following:

Table 1: Natural gas reserves and production amount by 
country4

End of 2011 
reserve (tril-
lion cubic 
meter)

End of 2012 
reserve (tril-
lion cubic 
meter)

Percentage

2012 
production 
amount (bil-
lion cubic 
meter)

İran 33,6 33,6 %18 160,5
Russia 32,9 32,9 %17,6 592,3

Qatar 25 25,1 %13,4 157

    Turkmen-
istan 17,5 17,5 %9,3 64,4

USA 8,8 8,5 %4,5 681,4
Arabia 8,2 8,2 %4,4 102,8
BAE 6,1 6,1 %3,3 51,7
        Vene-
zuela 5,5 5,6 %3 32,8

Nigeria 5,2 5,2 %2,8 43,2
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Algeria 4,5 4,5 %2,4 81,5
Australia 3,8 3,8 %2 49
China 3,1 3,1 %1,7 107,2

 
As it is seen, the countries such as Russia, Iran and Turkmenistan be-
ing on the tops of the reserve and production of natural gas are lo-
cated in a very close position, and as this situation brings a number 
of advantages with it, it contains a number of disadvantages as well. 
Firstly, Turkey’s being on the neighbourhood of two countries like 
Russia and Iran, which look at natural gas not only as an economic 
value, but also use it very well at the point of acquiring political gains, 
and Turkey’s requirement of natural gas considerably constitute a sig-
nificant disadvantage. In addition to this, if it is taken account that an 
important part of the current deficit given by the economy of country 
is due to energy, it is considerably high at this point to bear positive 
consequences potential for Turkey. However, because of the place 
where Turkey has positioned itself, its desire to be a energy transit 
corridor can turn this situation into an advantage. The natural gas 
consumption amounts of countries are important in terms of both for 
demonstrating their industrialization situation and for demonstrating 
the politics that they carry out to the environment 

Table 2: The Natural gas consumption amounts of the 
countries as of the year 2012 (billion cubic meters)5

USA 722,1
Russia 416,2
Iran 156,1
China 143,8
Japan 116,7
Arabia 102,8
Canada 100,7
Mexican 83,7
England 78,3
Germany 75,2
Italy 68,7
Uzbekistan 47,9
Turkey 46,3

 
It should be specified here that the height in amount of natural gas 
use of the countries are always not in the position of demonstrating 
the development in the industry point. For example, it can be said 
that an important reason of spending so high rate by Iran and Russia 
is having these reserves by themselves and not depending on exter-
nal countries. External dependence and current account deficit prob-
lem show themselves as important criteria in the use of natural gas

THE CONDITION OF TURKEY 
Turkey made its first natural gas purchase agreement with the Soviet 
Union in 1984. The important reason urging Turkey to such an agree-
ment has been a need for new energy sources considerably by the 
country as a result of increasing economic mobility and increasing 
air pollution in some cities. Then, it signed a contract lasting 20 years 
with Nigeria in 1988 and gas delivery started in 1994. It made an 
agreement lasting 25 years with Iran in 1996 and gas delivery start-
ed in 2003.Then, again, it made two different agreements with Russia 
Federation in 1997 and 1998, getting gas from blue stream and west 
line was started in this two agreements as of 1998.Again, it made an 
agreement with Turkmenistan in 1999, but, it switched to gas pur-
chase. It signed a 15-year contract with Azerbaijan in 2001 and gas 
purchase was started in 20076.

The natural gas importation in 2012 in Turkey came true 
in a way of million cubic centimetres:
Russia:  26 thousand 491
 Iran:  8215
 Azerbaijan:  3354
 Algeria: 4076
 Nigeria: 1322
The countries that Turkey realized natural gas importa-
tion showed up in percentage base as following: 
Russia:  58 percentages
 Iran: 18 percentages
 Azerbaijan: 7 percentages
 Algeria:  9 percentages 

 Nigeria:  3 percentages 7

 
Only 1,36% of the natural gas consumed in Turkey has been being 
gotten from the domestic production. 98,64% of the rest has been 
being imported8. 

All these data show that Turkey is in advanced level of external de-
pendence about natural gas. At this point, the countries such as Iran, 
Russia, Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, which are the producers of natural 
gas, being around Turkey and its having neighbourhood to the Mid-
dle East basin can bring Turkey to an important level as geopolitical. 
In its natural gas policies:

Alternatives should be revealed against the countries such as Iran and 
Russia that see natural gas as a political material about external de-
pendence.

It should evaluate the opportunity of being energy corridor very well.

Especially, saving increasing measures should be inclined in the con-
sumption for heating purposes in household. 

THE POLICIES OF JUSTICE AND DEVELOPMENT PARTY 
(AKP) 
The situation prior to the AK Party
Turkey came up against the fact that it would not stand alone against 
the Soviet Union demanding a new status determination about the 
straits and staking a claim on the lands after the Second World War. In 
this situation, it was in quest of finding alliance and it felt the necessi-
ty of using a preference in the situation where, in bipolar worldwide, 
the Soviet Union was on the top of one of them and the United States 
of American was on the top of another of them. Within this context, 
when it was positioned on the side of the United States of America, it 
started to feel safe, at a point, against its  just beside neighbour, the 
Soviet Union9.  After that day, Turkey that was found in the position 
of an outpost for the Western world had known this position how to 
use for its business till 1990s.Although it was in a bumpy course due 
to its strategic location, it eventually could find a place for itself in the 
western alliance. The situation of Russia, on the head of the commu-
nist world increasing this strategic importance to the highest degree, 
would have undergone changes substantially when it came to 1990 
year. After the collapse of the Soviet Union, an important debate 
started to arise within Turkey. The existence of the Soviet Union till 
that day, therefore, Turkey that was perceived as an important strate-
gic partner in the Western world was in uncertainty for from now on. 
However, it came to the 2000s. Very important changes started to be 
removed in the world and in the geography it was in. As well as Tur-
key was a very poor country concerning petrol and natural gas for it-
self, many neighbours’ countries around it had important sources. The 
use of natural gas that started to be became widespread after 1990s 
would gather speed considerably, and the use of natural gas that was 
at minimum level in comparison with other fuels about damage to 
the environment would increase substantially.

After a point, there were a number of parameters that were the de-
terminant for Turkey to be said that it reached its former strategic im-
portance. 

Before anything else, on the point of energy that the states around 
it had got, the some markets that they would market their reserves, 
which were above their needs, safely offered  a situation vital for 
them. Especially, Turkey that situates near to a geography where con-
flicts like the Middle East continue every time was in an important 
market position by its crowded population that it had about the ener-
gy supply point together with its stability rate relatively it was in.

When the Western countries, whose sensitivities were developed sig-
nificantly for the environment, started to break through about natural 
gas, they had been seeing Turkey as a corridor to transmit the natu-
ral gas that they demanded for themselves in the best way. Because, 
how much important was the security of supply for the states having 
got energy sources, on the other hand, the demand security had im-
portance to that extent for the countries that would be in consump-
tion situation10 

In addition to all these economic requirements, a different impor-
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tance of Turkey had already been started to emerge for the Western 
World. It is also possible ro explain as follows; like a number of coun-
tries that won their independences after the disintegration of the 
Soviet Union, the unstable countries in the Middle East also stayed 
far behind about the democracy that was the ideology of the twenty- 
first century at one point. The Western countries showing great care 
about the Central Asia countries’ not re-entering into Russia’s guid-
ance started to demonstrate Turkey to them almost as a role model11. 

Under these circumstances, Semerci transit corridor started to revive 
the strategic importance of Turkey as a role model about democracy 
even for other countries. A majority of the people of the almost all 
other countries that would take Turkey as a role model being Muslim 
was another one of the important reasons that shone Turkey at this 
point.

Turkey that was aware of such kind of position started to prepare it-
self to especially such a future. Turkey, that was in the lack of the en-
ergy source and that tried to close as a transit corridor, henceforth, 
would determine its politicises according to this. For example, in 2003,

There were statements supporting these points in the written report 
related to the entrance process to European Union of Turkey12. 

Besides, like all western countries, as an important problem of Turkey, 
too, the diversification works of the supplier countries about the natu-
ral gas started to have importance. 

The following text has been taken from the report men-
tioned above:
“ Within the framework of strengthening the security of energy sup-
ply, the efforts  to diversity the supply sources and ways have been 
maintained. The Blue Gas natural gas pipeline connecting Turkey 
and Russia over the Black Sea was entered into service in December 
2002.  The technical works in relation to Caspian and Mediterranean 
petrol pipeline have been still going on. The transportation of petrol 
and natural gas in the direction of east-west is increasing day by day 
because of Turkey’s being an important transit country…Regarding 
petrol transportation, the construction works of Caspian –Mediterra-
nean petrol pipeline were started in 2003, the pipeline mentioned is 
expected to be entered into service in 200513.”

The Blue Stream Project which was started between Turkey and Rus-
sia before Justice and Development Party were brought to agenda 
by an agreement signed in 1997. Together with this line, per annual 
16 billion cubic meters natural gas was decided to be transported to 
Turkey, it was stated that the agreement would remain in force for 25 
years. At this point, the end of 25 years of the gas that would be start-
ed to be bought as 2 billion cubic meters, its total amount would be 
365 billion cubic meters. Although, firstly, within the project, the date 
of arrival of natural gas to Turkey was stated as 2000 year, 15 October 
2001 was determined as the date when the first gas would be given 
by signing a protocol because of delays. When both sides induced de-
lay in the agreement made, the sanctions to be introduced were stat-
ed, as well. For any delay stemming from BOTAŞ, about 133 million 
dollars penalty was foreseen for each six month,  for any delay stem-
ming from Russia, it was stated that 8 percentage in winter months, 4 
percentage in summer months would go on sale. 

However, Russia was able to deliver the project on 30 December 2002. 
But, there happened many debates in Turkey related to this project, 
especially the unit price of the natural gas that the state didn’t want 
to explain caused great debates. Then, according to the information 
leaked to press, 153 dollars were given for thousand cubic meters. 
Russia press stated that the amount was 126 dollars. However, it 
should also be noted that Russia was selling natural gas as 20 dollar 
for its own labour market14.

This situation in natural gas was reflected in the press and parlia-
mentary questions were given for the government of the time on the 
ground that it carried out wrong policies15.

The AK Party Period
The Ak Party that came into power under these conditions, firstly, 
formed the 58th government under the presidency of Abdullah Gül on 
18 November 2002. After a few months, 59th government would be 

formed under the presidency of Tayyip Erdoğan as of the date of 14 
March 2003.   When it looked at the programs of these governments, 
the general aims of Turkey mentioned above are seen that they re-
peated.

In this context, the presidents of this government stating that they 
would behave carefully about energy supply and security also stated 
that they would go to diversification for supplier countries 

There were the following statements in the 58th govern-
ment program related to energy issue:
 “In order to provide supply and source security and diversity, to de-
termine the need for investment and to supply the energy needed as 
economic and reliable, long-term strategies and policies will be devel-
oped.

Our country’s opportunities to be distribution terminal about opening 
petrol and natural gas in our neighbours to the world market will be 
evaluate very well, the energy in our country will become a regional 
power. In this context, importance will be given to develop transmis-
sion infrastructure and market layout that will enable the electricity 
exchange with Europe and the region countries in the field of elec-
tricity energy.  Especially, the policies for transporting the natural gas 
and petrol in the Caspian Sea will be maintained. 

An energy policy prioritising the domestic sources in the production 
of energy will be developed.

By bringing our petrol and natural gas policies into conformity with 
our foreign policy, a unifying element will be provided in our relation-
ships with the countries of fellow Central Asia and Caucasus.

By considering that the environment is a value and cost element, the 
contaminants emerged during the energy conversation processes will 
be controlled carefully and clean energy sources and conversation 
technology will be benefitted in order to protect the environment16.”

In the same way, when it was looked at Tayyip Erdoğan government 
that was formed a few months later, the following statements were 
met in the program:

 “All energy sources will be benefitted in the most effective and effi-
cient way. In order not to be pressed for money, a planning consid-
ering cost and pricing will be made, environmentally friendly nuclear 
energy sources will be activated. The foreign energy sources and its 
facilities will be evaluated by diversifying without ignoring the eco-
nomic criteria.

On the basis of our government’s energy policy is to protect our na-
tional interests, to ensure the security of energy supply and the con-
tinuity, to create an energy market based on free competition and to 
protect the human health and the environment that we are sensitive. 
At the same time, our government will be in maximum effort in order 
to turn Turkey into an energy bridge17.”

Accordingly, it is possible to state the energy policies of the govern-
ments under the following headings:

Turkey will be an energy corridor. 

The natural gas on the Caspian region will be opened to Europe mar-
ket over Turkey.

The use of local sources will be priority.

The Turkish Republics in the Central Asia will be prioritized by the pol-
icies to be carried out in petrol and natural gas. 

Importance will be given to the environment, clean energy sources 
and conversion technology will be benefitted.

A planning will be made by considering the cost and pricing in order 
not to be pressed for money of the country.

By diversifying the energy sources coming from the outside the coun-
try, a single source will not be heavily relied on a single source.  
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The interests of the country will be protected; the supply and security 
of energy will be ensured.

Free competitive energy market will be created.

After this point, one of the first actions of the Ak party was to send 
Zeki Çakan and Cumhur Ersümer who carried out the Ministries of 
Energy and Natural Resources in the previous period to the supreme 
court. While sending them to the Supreme Court, the charges were 
reflected to the pres as following:

“Ersümer was charged with scheming to the state trading in the nat-
ural gas purchase, with defeating the public damage by the wrong 
and illegal energy policies and with approving to illegal practices in 
DSI (General Directorate of State Hydraulic Works)… The commission 
wanted to send Çakan to the Supreme Court because of the crime 
of defeating the public damage by wrong and illegal energy policies 
during his Ministry as well as approving to the illegal applications in 
DSI18.”

The constitutional court gave the decision of imprisonment sentence 
with the title of supreme court about these two ministers who were 
decided to be tried in the supreme court by passing through the par-
liament decision by the attempts of Ak Party.

The crimes of these two ministers were determined in 
the decision text of Supreme court as follows: 
“Accordingly, by actualising the binding contracts with high tariff 
without need, Mustafa Cumhur ERSÜMER by the claim that he made 
the connections of gas purchase with the condition of “buy or pay” for 
electric power-plants, and that he didn’t take into consideration the 
suggestions that the Constitutional institutions revealed by the scien-
tific data related to planning, Zeki ÇAKAN by the claim that he gave 
permission to the autoproducer power plant more than enough by 
maintaining these projects and he caused to unutilised capacity and, 
by this way, to the public damage, in accordance with the 205. Article 
of TRL numbered 756, it was understood that they were wanted to be 
punished separately.”

The claim that caused to constitute unutilised capacity and by this 
way led to the emergence of public damage is based on three main 
cases stated below:

-	 By actualising the binding contracts with high tariff without 
need, to make the connections of gas purchase with the condi-
tion of “buy or pay” for electric power-plants,

-	 Not take into consideration the suggestions that the Constitu-
tional institutions revealed by the scientific data related to plan-
ning,

-	 To give permission to the autoproducer power plant more than 
enough by maintaining these projects19”

 
As it is also understood from here, in that day, Ak Party sued the 
former ministers on the ground that they damaged the state by the 
agreements made in the way of “ buy or pay” and actualized the pur-
chase more than need, and some penalties were given to them by 
making their trials about this matter.

The conclusion to be drawn can be read as; the Justice And Develop-
ment Party behaved very sensitive about energy as of the first years 
and opened judicial remedy for the people that it thought that they 
damaged the country, therefore it tried to act appropriately to the 
principles that it determined initially. 

When it was looked at the situations emerged in those years, Turkey 
depended on Russia about natural gas over 60 percentages together 
with the Blue Stream, this number exceeded over twice of 30 percent-
ages that was the highest rate on the point of dependence, the single 
source of the European Union. The Germany that was the second larg-
est customer of Russia after Turkey depended on Russia at the rate of 
33 percentages about the natural gas. On the other hand, Austria was 
in the dependence at the rate of 45 percentages as the most depend-
ent country in the Europe. This situation of Turkey presented violation 
to the understanding of energy security that NATO put forth20.

In addition, those that made agreement on behalf of Turkey stated 

that they went to a deal by foreseeing the need of natural gas of Tur-
key more than enough. About the agreements made here, there oc-
curred important debates in Turkey on the point of personal interests 
and some corruptions21.

At this point, after the Ak Party government saw the overdepend-
ence of Turkey to Russia, it tried to pioneer to new projects. NABUC-
CO Project came at the beginning of these projects. First of all, since 
the Unites States of American and the European Union countries that 
supported this project saw as a problem for the region countries to 
be overdependent to Russia, supported such a project. In accordance 
with this project, the plans of the natural gas that would come both 
Turkmenistan and Azerbaijan and the Middle East to be transmitted 
to the Europe market via Turkey intended to be implemented.

So, Turkey would both realize the dream of being a corridor country 
that it determined as a strategic target and enter into closer econom-
ic relations with the countries of European Union that it tried to be a 
member of it.

In addition to this, this project that would save Turkey depending on 
a single source like Russia would enable Turkey to enter into closer re-
lation with the Central Asia Republics, Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan22.

However, very important issue were waiting Turkey on the point of 
realizing this project. Firstly, Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan that were 
intended to be included in NABUCCO project had the problem about 
allocation due to the location of Caspian between each other, Turkey 
should take the initiative about solving this problem.

However, as Turkey didn’t attempt to anything about this issue, the 
continuation of this problem served well for Russia’s own business, on 
one hand, it brought Turkmenistan into a situation that it could not 
sell its gas by itself by sidestepping the status of Caspian, on the other 
hand, as a result of the agreements that it made with this country, it 
started to release Turkmen gas in Europe market over its own23.

Even though Turkey tried to bring Turkmen gas via Iran, due to the 
current conjuncture, Iran that had greatly disputes with the USA 
about nuclear energy to be included in such a thing wasn’t leaned 
toward by the USA own. On the other hand, it didn’t have no some 
problems about Iraq. Especially the behaviours and attitudes of Mali-
ki, the president of Shiite, about Turkey impeded to the close relations 
with this country. As a result of all these problems, the NABUCCO Pro-
ject attributed a great importance wasn’t realized, and fell behind the 
political objectives determined at this point.

As of 2010 year, the content of the report, a part of which will be giv-
en below about to what extent the Ak party approached to these pol-
icies in 2003, is in the informative quality at a point:

 “… its another potential is to provide the geographical location of 
Turkey. The geographical location placed between the countries (gen-
erally European countries), the needs of which increase gradually for 
these sources and the countries, the producer of petrol and natural 
gas, provides a certain potential by the role of “energy corridor” to 
the country. This role has become a fundamental part of the Turk en-
ergy policies, any more. Although Turkey isn’t rich in terms of petrol 
and natural gas reserves, it is seen as a reliable “partner” providing a 
safe corridor for transporting natural gas and petrol because of geo-
graphical and political location. The policy of source countries and 
their diversification of route in terms of energy of the European Union 
strengthen this position of Turkey24.”

The issue of being a corridor country that was set as a target by the 
Ak Party in 2003 has been still standing as more potential as shown in 
this report written in 2010.

In other words, a very important development wasn’t provided about 
this matter. Another important factor drawing attention in the report 
was to come these days by winning the trust of the European Un-
ion countries in the consequence of close relations that the Ak Par-
ty established with the European countries in years, and was to be a 
source of considerable confidence about in this regard.

However, the government that was in a very difficult situation due to 
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corruption charges emerged in recent years made laws that the Eu-
ropean Union didn’t want on many issues, and started to take steps 
backward about freedoms. It can be said that the government which 
took significant criticism on these points started to form a group 
opposed to the European Union. The saying of, the president of the 
republic, Tayyip Erdoğan “we don’t have any trouble like entering the 
European Union” can be considered as the indicator of that it was en-
tered into a new era on the relationships with the European Union at 
a point25.   

Thanks to environment of confidence constituted in the previous peri-
ods, it seems very unlikely to say something at the present about how 
the European Union, which supports the pipeline projects that will 
pass over Turkey by seeing it as a corridor, would enter in a relation-
ship after this point. But, the fact that there isn’t any former environ-
ment of trust is a different reality. After this point, it should be stated 
that Turkey that aims to feed the European Union by the big natural 
gas pipeline projects has significant problems about trust point.

These statements are very striking when it is looked at the 2003 legis-
lation of Ak Party.

“On the basis of our government’s energy policy is to protect our na-
tional interests, to ensure the security of energy supply and the con-
tinuity, to create an energy market based on free competition and to 
protect the human health and the environment that we are sensitive. 
Petrol and natural gas exploration will be focused on.

* 	 As alternative or replacement investment to the energy power 
plants where the dependent natural gas is used, nuclear energy 
power plants will be established on condition that required se-
curity and environmental protection measures should be taken. 
So, the cheap energy that the economy needs will have been en-
sured  

*	  Dependency on a single source of energy will be removed.
* 	 Our party is aware of that our country is in the position of a 

bridge in order to make the external petrol and natural gas be 
opened to the world market. This strategic position will be eval-
uate in effective way and our country will be turned into a distri-
bution terminal. 26.” 

 
The fact that the problem of dependence on a single source would 
be removed in 2003 was repeated in 2013 legislation. In passing 10 
years, now that the Ak Party came to power alone, repeating the 10 
years earlier targets after 10 years is an important indicator that it 
stayed far behind the targets determined about this matter. In addi-
tion to this, the feature of the country’s being a corridor stated in the 
party’s own legislation was repeated. The Ak party authorities, who 
claimed that they were aware of this, should convince others about 
how much they would be realist on the point of realizing this target 
with the conflict environment that they entered with the European 
countries.  

Besides, Ak Party’s statement that the issue of nuclear plant that it put 
port as a next target was the method of getting cheaper electricity 
doesn’t seem very realistic under the light of some data. Because it 
accepted to pay 12,35 cent for the electricity that would come from 
Akkuyu nuclear power plant having been made by Russia. However, 
the price of electricity wanders around 6-7 cent per kilowatt in the Eu-
ropean countries27. 

At this point, it should also be noted that the agreements such as 
“buy or pay” that cause problems substantially for Turkey don’t be-
long to the Ak Party Period. In the previous periods, agreements were 
made by this way with Russia and Iran, and these agreements were 
inherited to the Ak Party. One of the main factors of the agreements 
made by this way was the system emerged as the consequence of the 
efforts to minimize the risks of the supplier countries  and to give im-
portance to the infrastructure works in 90s when especially the agree-
ments were made, at a point, this was emerged in order to ensure 
“security of supply”. Although a set of discounts were made in the sys-
tem of “buy or pay” as a result of the agreements made in 2003 with 
Russia, it was said that it had brought significant loses to Turkey. At 
this point, Turkey came up against a payment worth 4 billion dollars28.

This issue occupying the agenda of Turkey for long years became the 

main topic of the conversation many times in Turkish Grand National 
Assembly and many parliamentary questions were given about this 
issue. Taner Yıldız answering the parliamentary question issued in 
May of 2013 year stated that there were 6 agreements by this way in 
Turkey, and stated that there was not gas, which was not bought but 
was paid in this regard. In addition to this, the reason of not giving 
the desired numbers was given justification as the secrecy of the in-
ternational agreements29. 

In the 2023 vision document issued in 2012 by the Ak Party, such 
statements were taken place about energy:

“An important area in our foreign policy is energy. While the issue of 
energy is used as a tension, even as a conflict argument, Turkey uses 
energy as a peace element. Therefore, energy opens the political 
channels instead of being charge in politics. We evaluate energy as a 
common ground with the neighbour and regional countries. Regard-
less of what happens in political relations with our neighbours, ener-
gy is important to establish the basic relationship. As the economic 
and political stability become stronger in Turkey, our reputation in the 
energy increases, too30.”

As it can be understood from the descriptions, one of the main agen-
da items of Turkey still stands as energy. However, from now on, it is 
seen that they evaluate the energy as not a gun, but as a tool to en-
ter into good relations with neighbour countries. The future time will 
show us what kind of results will be emerged by such an optimistic 
Picture.

Because the issue of energy is one of the most basic elements of the 
international relationships, it has become possible to witness to the 
new developments within this geography about this issue. The South 
Stream Project that Russia developed NABUCCO Project as an alterna-
tive will pass from the Black Sea and reach to Bulgaria, from there, will 
be spreaded to the entire European market. However, on the ground 
that countries of the European Union would create unfair competi-
tion, they objected to such a project from the beginning. While Bul-
garia became a member of the European Union in the recent period, 
as a result of pursuing the same line of policy, Russia explained that 
it shelved this Project completely. However, from now on, Vladimir 
Putin, the president of Russia, stated that he wanted to carry out this 
Project over Turkey. But, the countries of the European Union stated 
that the project like south stream wouldn’t work, too, because ulti-
mately, the European Union selected as a market would not accept 
such a situation31.

The issue that should be focused on is how Turkey will position itself 
against this situation. On one hand, the attempts that Russia will start 
on this issue, on the other hand, the issue that Turkey will become 
more dependent to Russia has begun to be agenda .The time will 
show the policy that the Ak Party will follow on this issue. However, 
it should also be stated that Turkey which has entered into tense rela-
tions can lean toward to such a propose given by Russia and this can 
ignite the new debates.

CONCLUSION
It is possible to understand from the texts that the Ak party has pre-
sented about what they have done about this issue from 2003 year 
when the Ak party came into power by putting forth important ob-
jectives till after 10 years. Because, as the Ak Party determined in both 
2013 party program and 2023 objectives, it seems that the dream of 
Turkey about not be dependent even on a single source has been still 
continuing. At this point, being dependent especially on Russia con-
siderably, against the country like Russia that holds this issue on inter-
national relationships, as it is extremely dangerous, by going beyond 
it, giving the tender of nuclear energy  to this country gives the im-
pression of that Turkey has gone back about the security of energy. In 
addition to this, the issue that the natural gas bought from the neigh-
bour countries has always been too priced has been discussed in pub-
lic opinion and this issue has always remained on the agenda before 
the government of Ak Party and during the government of Ak Party. 
Even if the government of the Ak Party has taken important steps 
about preventing this expensiveness, then nobody has dwelt on this 
issue. It can be also said that Turkey has stayed behind the target of 
being an energy corridor substantially. Especially, the countries of the 
European Union that supported Turkey in an important project like 
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NABUCCO and the conflict environment entered in last period against 
the USA defer such an objective further. Besides, Turkey hasn’t taken 
any step about the issue of Caspian emerged between Azerbaijan and 
Turkmenistan that would be an important course on the point of in-
creasing the natural gas supplier countries. In addition to this, the fact 
that no any purchase has been made from the Middle East countries 
aimed as the supplier countries about the natural gas purchase is a 
situation that must be underlined. In this regard, it is possible to con-
clude that the Ak Party hasn’t reached to the objectives that they put 
forth in the program in 2003. Especially the issue of energy security 
has been remaining as an important problem of Turkey. 


