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The word 'slum' is often used to describe informal settlement within cities that have inadequate housing and miserable 
living conditions. Slums are not a new phenomenon. They have been a part of the history of almost all cities. The main 

reasons for slum proliferation to rapid and non inclusive pattern of urbanization catalyzed by increasing rural migration to urban areas. Thus 
the urban centres and big cities which are industrially developed have been the epicenter for slums origin and further expansion . Slums play 
malfunctioning as well as functional role in the economy and social sphere of any area city or town that is why it is of utmost importance to 
study all aspects of slums. Hence slums have their spatial dimensions so they get particular attention from geography discipline. Haryana is an 
economically and industrially developed state of India. Haryana has 75 slum reporting towns out of 154 towns in the state with 1265 slums which 
are a home to 3.2% slum population of total slum population of India.

The current study is mainly focused on the geographical distribution of slums in Haryana. For the purpose of the study Slum data released by 
Census of India was used this data was analyzed with suitable methods and maps were prepared as per the requirement. The results reveal that 
the major concentration of slums are found with three cities towns namely Faridabad, Panipat and Rohtak and slums are located surrounding 
the industrial and residential area mainly.

ABSTRACT

Introduction:
A slum is a heavily populated urban informal settlement characterized 
by substandard housing and squalor. While slums differ in size and other 
characteristics from country to country, most lack reliable sanitation ser-
vices, supply of clean water, reliable electricity, timely law enforcement 
and other basic services. Slum residences vary from shanty houses to 
professionally-built dwellings that because of poor-quality design or con-
struction have deteriorated into slums. Slums are those residential areas 
where dwellings are in any respect unfit for human habitation by reasons 
of dilapidation, overcrowding, faulty arrangements and designs of such 
buildings, narrowness or faulty arrangement of streets, lack of ventilation, 
light, sanitation facilities or any combination of these factors which are 
detrimental to safety, health and morals.

Slum Population in India :
Slum Population simply refers to people living in slum areas below the 
poverty line. As India is still on the path of development, there is large 
number of people living below the poverty line. These people usually live 
in slum areas connected to the city. According to Government

sources, the Slum Population of India have exceeds the population of Brit-
ain. It has doubled in last two decades. According to last census in 2001, 
the slum-dwelling population of India had risen from 27.9 million in 1981 
to 61.8 million in 2001. Indian economy has achieved a significant growth 
of 8 percent annually in last four years, but there is still large number of 
people nearly 1.1 billion still survives on less than 1 $ (around 46 INR) in 
a day.

Increase in Indian Population over a period of time has also resulted 
in slum population growth. Despite of Government efforts to build 
new houses and other basic infrastructure, most of the people living 
in slum areas do not have electricity, water supply and cooking gas.

STATE SHARE OF SLUM POPULATION TO TOTAL SLUM 
POPULATION OF INDIA 2001

Parameters Used for Defining Slums
In 2001, Census of India divided Slum areas in the following manner:

•	  All specified areas in a town or city notified as ‘Slum’ by State/
Local Government and U.T. Administration under any Act in-
cluding a ‘Slum Act’.

•	  All areas recognized as ‘Slum’ by State/Local Gover nment and 
UT Administration, Housing and Slum Boards, which may have 
not been formally notified as slum under any act.

•	  A compact area of at least 300 populations or about 60-70 
households of poorly built congested tenements, in unhygienic 
environment usually with inadequate infrastructure and lacking 
in proper sanitary and drinking water facilities.

 
Table 1: Number of Statutory and Slum Reported Towns 
with Type Wise Slum Population

Study Area:
The Present study covered Haryana state, a region in North-
ern India and is the nation’s seventeenth most populous. 
The state borders with Punjab and Himachal Pradesh to the 
north and Rajasthan to the west and south. The river Yamu-
na defines its eastern border with Uttarakhand and Uttar 
Pradesh. Haryana also surrounds Delhi on three sides, form-
ing the northern, western and southern borders of Delhi. 
Consequently, a large area of Haryana is included in the Na-
tional Capital Region. The name of Haryana is derived from 
Hari (the Hindu god Vishnu) and ayana (home), means “The 
Abode of God”. The total geograp hical area of Haryana is 
44,212 square kilometre. Haryana is a small State with 2.53 
Lakh (Census of India 2011) Population. For administrative 
purposes, the State has been divided into 21 Districts.
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Map 1: Location map

Objectives
The proposed study will be carried out with the following objectives:-

•	  To Find out Distribution of Slum Population in Haryana.
•	  To Find out Geographical Pattern of Slum Population in India 

and Haryana.
•	  To Find out Causes create and expand Slum Population.
•	  To Find out Slum Improvement Programs.
 
Data Source and Methodology
The study has been carried out to obtain the above mentioned ob-
jectives. The present study has been conducted at district level and 
primarily based on secondary data, collected from Primary Census 
Abstract for Slum (2011), Haryana Statistical Abstract and Census of 
India 2011. An attempt has been made to highlight the data by using 
appropriate tables and maps. Data is analyzed with the help of gener-
al statistical techniques.

Causes That Create And Expand Slums
There are several reasons which increase slum population such as, 
the rural urban migration, urbanization, shortage of developed land 
for housing, rural migrants to the city in search of jobs, poverty and 
shortage of facilities and amenities, informal economy, politics, social 
conflicts and natural disasters etc. All these factors important play a 
role to enhancing slum population.

Distribution and Geographical Pattern Of Slum Popula-
tion In India And Haryana
In 2011, 75 slums reported towns in Haryana. These towns have two 
type slum populations Notified slums (14,912 persons) and Identified 
slums (16, 47,393 persons). These towns 16,62,305 persons serve slum 
population. There is 2.5 percent of total population. Largely, slum 
population has found in Industrialised area. Figure 1 shows that Farid-
abad is on top here 12.95 percent slum population Hisar on second 
10.25 percent and Gurgaon 10.20 percent share of slum population to 
total population. These areas attract migrant labour from other states. 
There is lowest slum population in Mahendragarh 0.54 percent, Me-
wat 0.96 percent, Palwal 1.24 percent.

Map-2: Geographical Pattern of Slum Population

Table-2: District-Wise Proportion of Slum Population In 
Haryana

Slum improvement Programs in Haryana
Increasing population of people residing in slums is a global prob-
lem. Several developing and developed countries are either facing 
this problem or they have faced it at one time or the other. Haryana 
Slum Clearance Board (HSCB) and Jawahar Lal Nehru National Ur-
ban Renewal Mission (JNNURM) introduces and implemented many 
programmes for slum rehabilitation and development such as, Solid 
Waste Management, Shifting of Milk Daries, Strengthing of Fire Ser-
vices, Valmiki Ambedkar Malin Basti Awas Yojna, Low Cast Sanitation 
Scheme, Rajiv Awas Yojana (RAY) and Integrated Housing & Slum De-
velopment Programme. The target group under the scheme is slum 
dwellers. A sum of 2777.00 lacs is being provided in the Haryana State 
Plan Budget under this scheme during the year 2012-13.

Conclusion
In 2001, 3.2 percent population lives in slums in Haryana but in 2011 
there is only 2.5 percent persons lives in slum areas. There has been 
decreased 0.7 percent as compared 2001. Highest slum population 
lives in Faridabad 12.95 percent and second is Hisar here 10.25 per-
cent population lives in slums. Lowest slum population is in Mahen-
dragarh 0.54 percent, Mewat 0.96 percent, and Palwal 1.24 perce 

These districts have many factors to help for increasing slum popu-
lation. Haryana Slum Clearance Board (HSCB) and Jawahar Lal Nehru 
National Urban Renewal Mission (JNNURM) introduce and imple-
mented many programmes for slum rehabilitation and development.
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