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The LGBTQ community has been in existence within our community for a while now. However, this group is 
termed as a minority ad majorly faces discrimination and molestation from the non- members. In most 

cases, this minority group is overlooked and seen as deviating from normal societal function. In addition, religion is also viewed 
as a major contribution to the LGBTQ community. Many people view that Muslims, Buddhists, and Hindus are majorly against 
the LGBTQ practices. Using a sample size of 500 with 100 sample sizes from each of the ve countries, this paper aims to 
determine the attitudes of the LGBTQ community towards society and how people view them. The ve involved Asian countries 
were Japan, Indonesia, India, Sri Lanka, and China. The research was conducted from January 2015 to December 2021 with data 
collection from social media apps and community AAPS.
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Introduction
Gender expression and gender identity differ from the 
biologically constructed sex. Gender identity is the personal 
gender sense while gender expression is how a person 
presents himself and wants the world to view him. However, 
there exist other forms of identication besides the man- 
woman dichotomy. According to Kaur (1), some people may 
identify themselves as transgender while others term 
themselves as multiple genders. LGBTQ is an acronym that 
represents Lesbian, Gay, bisexual, Transgender, and Queer. 
Lesbian is a term for women who are sexually attracted to 
fellow women. Gay is the term for men who are attracted 
sexually to men. Bisexual on the other hand is a term used for 
individuals who are sexually attracted to both men and 
women. Transgender represents individuals born with certain 
biological sex but ditch it to assign themselves a new one. 
Lastly, queer represents individuals who t in all the above-
mentioned categories (Moor par 5-9).

Societal attitudes towards LGBTQ have had numerous 
variations over the years. According to Kaur (2), a survey 
carried out in India on people aged 18 to 60 years indicated 
that over 71% of the respondents accepted that religion plays 
an essential part in impacting the opinions of people towards 
the LGBTQ community. On the contrary, a little jump into the 
history of the Indian subcontinent nds that religion and 
culture support and accept gender identities. Some people 
view the LGBTQ as a bad inuence on society while others 
argue that it is exercising one's rights and freedom of choice. 
The LGBTQ community does not experience discrimination in 
the Asian nations but also across the globe (Brummett and 
Lisa 322). This paper aims to look at the attitude of the 
LGBTQA community towards societal objections. We focus on 
Asian countries such as Japan, India, Sri Lanka, and 
Indonesia. We look at how people in this nation view the 
LGBTQ community based on society's acceptance measures.

Objectives
The objectives of this research paper would be:

i.To assess the types of discrimination that the LGBTQ 
community experience in society.
ii. To assess why the LGBTQ community faces discrimination, 
especially in Asian countries.
iii. To assess the rights available to the LGBTQ community and 
how they should be exercised.
iv. To assess how the minority group LGBTQ community can be 
assimilated into the society without discrimination.

Ÿ To check what the international law says about LGBTQ.

Review of Literature
Persons of sexual and gender minorities are among the 
vulnerable and minority groups in the world. In many cases, 
these people including the LGBTQ community experience 
discrimination and failure to access certain services in society. 
According to Skuban et al. the LGBTQ community experience 
discrimination not only in the Asian region but throughout the 
world. For example, Skuban et al. conducted a systematic 
search of the database for the European Court of Human 
Rights (ECtHR) and found out that 9.59% of cases 
discriminated against the LQBTQ community by limiting them 
to certain health services such as surgical and hormonal 
therapy. This author argues that the LGBTQ community is 
prone to experience violence and discrimination within the 
community.

In addition, Kaur conducted a study on the attitudes towards 
the LGBTQ community in India. In this study, Kaur found that 
the LGBTQ community is scarce in India compared to the other 
Asian nations. For ages, being gay, lesbian, or transgender 
was considered an act against societal norms. However, such 
perceptions are changing with people having more freedom of 
speech and the right to choose what they need or do not need 
(Jocelyn-Blackman 4; Bullock 3).However, despite the 
increased number of LGBTQ members in the community, they 
still experience rejection, negative comments, and attitudes 
within the society (Higa et al.663; Burton et al 101). This author 
explains that the LGBTQ is viewed as a disruption to nature. In 
many instances, religion is at the center of explaining issues 
concerning the LGBTQ community. Asians, most specically 
those in India are Hindus a religion that does not support 
LGBTQ practices. Therefore those engaged in such practices 
may be considered outcasts in the society and may also face 
certain types of discrimination (Drake 5). They are 
discriminated against because the community may see them 
as lost when they go against the religious teachings.

Furthermore, a study by Westwood conrms the negative 
religious attitudes toward the LGBTQ people in the 
community. Westwood conducted a scoping review with 70 
selected studies from 25 different nations. The ndings of the 
review indicated a positive correlation between religious-
based afliations and negative attitudes towards the LGBTQ 
community within the specied nations. In addition, the study 
also conrmed religious drawbacks and limitations aimed at 
the LGBTQ community. Westwood conrms that LGBTQ 
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people face discrimination from religious practitioners such 
as Muslims and Christians who pose faith-based objections 
towards the LGBTQ people. Furthermore, other researchers 
have also conrmed negative attitudes and discrimination 
against the LGBTQ people based on religious back grounds. 
Authors such as Ayhan et al., Bradbury-Jones et a., Brown et 
al., Chonody et al., Stewart and O'Reilly, and Lim and Hsu all 
argue that negativity is directed toward the LGBTQ people is 
informed by religious beliefs. Therefore, there is a need to 
alter the religious beliefs and teachings to effectively 
accommodate the LGBTQ people in the community and 
alleviate the discrimination such people face from 
society.Another study by Austin and Lauren worked towards a 
transgender afrmative social work education by expanding 
the literature on the topic through mixed methods. The study 
conrmed that social work has professional and academic 
standards that align with afrmative transgender practices 
and education. These authors argue that individuals who are 
uneducated or uninformed about transgender issues are 
mostly prone to discriminate against others. Therefore, Austin 
and Lauren argue that effective education for individuals on 
transgender issues and social work education can help 
alleviate the discrimination problem LGBTQ people face. In 
addition, social education is also essential to alleviate the 
negative perceptions directed toward the LGBTQ individuals 
in the community (Banwari et al.)

Materials and Methods of Data Collection
To ensure successful research work, one has to use the 
appropriate materials and data collection methods for 
enhanced accuracy and study results. This study was 
conducted from January 2015 to December 2021. The main 
objective of the research was to identify the attitudes of the 
LGBTQ community towards societal objection with 
specialization in ve countries in the Asia region. The Asian 
countries involved in the research were India, Indonesia, 
Japan, China, and Sri Lanka. The research used a sample size 
of 500 where 100 samples were collected from each country. 
Furthermore, the simple random sampling technique was 
used to obtain the samples used for the study. According to 
Bryan, simple random sampling techniques give equal 
chances to the entire population to be selected for research 
thus reducing the chances of being biased (12). Data was 
obtained through social media discussions, social APPS, and 
community AAPS. Some of the apps used to obtain data 
include Jack'd, Scruff, Grindr and Surge. The limitations of the 
study included familiar doubt which may occur due to the 
researcher's interaction with the LGBTQ community. In 
addition, the period for the research was long in that the 
researcher may havedeveloped a connection with the LGBTQ 
community hence issuing biased conclusions and results. 
Furthermore, there was a risk factor of the researcher 
developing connection with LGBTQ community since the 
researcher was interacting with them on frequent basis.

The following table indicates results of the LGBTQ community 
in the identied countries.

Out of those interviewed Sri Lanka had 25 lesbians, 28 gay, 21 
transgender and 26 for others. In India, 32 were lesbians, 24 
were gay 21 transgender, 23 others. In Japan 26 were lesbians, 
28 were gay 22 transgender, 24 were others. In Indonesia 28 
were lesbian, 25 were gay and 25 were transgender while 22 
belonged to the others class. Lastly, the sample size in China 
resulted in 31 lesbians, 25 gay 21 transgender and 19 others.
Discussion

After the successful completion of the study, data analysis 
proved that the LGBTQ community face numerous rejection 
and discrimination from society. For example, some of the 
members highlighted how they have been denied access to 
medical services and therapy in a hospital because they are 
members of the LGBTQ community (Bennett, Elaine, et al.; 
Shields,Linda, et al.) However, the LGBTQ people are 
peaceful and attempt to change the view in the society which 
many reject and see as a disruption in nature or lack of morals. 
Many people in the ve involved nations in the research are 
Hindus, Buddhists, and Muslims. Therefore religious beliefs in 
such religions are strongly against LGBTQ and therefore, 
such indiv iduals  develop automat ic  hat red and 
discrimination toward those with transgender issues in the 
community. Out of the sample size of 500 individuals used in 
the ve countries, 71% which represents 355 LGBTQ 
individuals reported to have experienced discrimination from 
community members. On the other hand, 67% (335 
individuals) have faced an attempt to change their sexuality of 
gender identity.

According to Westwood et al., religious background play a 
signicant role in the discrimination against LGBTQ 
individuals. This theory was conrmed in this research as 
religious elders and leaders strongly condemned the 
members of the LGBTQ community and had negative 
attitudes towards such individuals. 375 individuals out of the 
total 500 from the LGBTQ community in the ve countries 
conrmed discrimination based on religious backgrounds. 
The study found a positive correlation between negative 
attitudes toward LGBTQ individuals and the religious beliefs 
of the Hindus, Buddhists, and Muslims found in the Asian 
region.

Table showing discrimination levels

Conclusion
Despite the international law prohibiting discrimination, 
many minority groups such as the LGBTQ community nd 
themselves disadvantaged in society. Research conducted in 
ve Asian countries including China, Japan, India, Indonesia, 
and Sri Lanka revealed that many LGBTQ individuals face 

Country Lesbian Gay Transgender Others Total

Sri Lanka 25 28 21 26 100

India 32 24 21 23 100

Japan 26 28 22 24 100

Indonesia 28 25 25 22 100

China 31 25 21 19 100

Country Those who reported to 
have

experienced religious-
based discrimination

Percentage

India 52 52%

Japan 42 42%

China 35 35%

Indonesia 24 24%

Sri Lanka 46 $6%
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discrimination and are barred from receiving essential 
services such as healthcare in their areas. According to the 
research, religious beliefs lead the way among the key causes 
of discrimination against LGBTQ individuals. This is because 
religion is against LGBTQ practices and terms them as unholy 
and therefore should not be practiced. Such notions results in 
rejection and discrimination against those practicing the acts. 
However, this aspect is slowly changing with the adoption of 
new international laws that enhance the protection of human 
rights around the globe.
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