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).\ 15iy:¥:(eji@ll Commencing through the annals of time, humans have traversed diverse terrains and settled in various

regions worldwide. Presently, approximately one in thirty individuals inhabits a country distinct from their
nation of origin. The motivations for migration are multifaceted, ranging from educational pursuits and economic aspirations to
the quest for political liberties and democratic ideals. However, the specter of forced migration casts a poignant shadow, adding
layers of complexity and anguish to this phenomenon. This paper focuses on the inquiry into the driving forces behind migration.
It aims to scrutinize the adversities accompanying forced migration, compelling individuals to navigate unfamiliar landscapes,
identities, cultures, languages, and more. Specifically, the analysis focus on the experiences of characters in Isabel Allende's
novel, The Long Petal of the Sea, who are uprooted from Spain and thrust into a new life in Chile due to military dictatorship.
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INTRODUCTION

Migration, a complex and dynamic phenomenon, is
influenced by a multitude of factors that prompt individuals or
groups to relocate from one place to another. These factors
encompass not only economic considerations but also social,
political, and environmental aspects. For instance, political
upheaval and instability in a country can force people to seek
refuge in more stable regions, while economic disparities
between countries can drive individuals to migrate in search
of better livelihood opportunities. Additionally, social factors
such as discrimination, persecution, orlack of social freedoms
can also contribute to migration trends. Moreover,
globalization and advancements in transportation and
communication have facilitated greater mobility, making
migration an increasingly prevalent aspect of contemporary
society. The interconnectedness of the world has led to
increased migration flows, with people moving across borders
for various reasons, including education, employment, family
reunification, and seeking asylum from persecution or
conflict.

Migration represents a multifaceted phenomenon influenced
by a range of factors that incite individuals or groups to
relocate from one location to another. One of the primary
drivers behind people's migration is the interplay of push and
pull factors. Everett S. Lee's Push-Pull model categorizes these
factors into two distinct categories: push factors, which propel
individuals to leave their current location, and pull factors,
which attract them to a new destination. Both the origin and
destination regions exhibit a mix of positive and negative
traits related to these factors. Pull factors encompass
favorable attributes that entice individuals to specific regions,
while push factors encompass unfavorable traits that push
people away from their current location. These negative traits,
including war, poverty, social or environmental instability, and
political oppression, often serve as catalysts for migration.

The Push-Pull model serves as a dynamic framework that aids
in comprehending the intricate dynamics of factors
influencing migration patterns. Push factors represent the
adverse conditions and challenges in the place of origin that
prompt individuals or groups to seek better opportunities
elsewhere. These factors often include economic hardships,
limited employment prospects, political instability, and
environmental degradation. Conversely, pull factors embody
the positive attributes of the destination, such as economic
prosperity, educational opportunities, political freedom, and
an enhanced quality of life. Together, these push and pull

factors contribute to a refined understanding of migration,
highlighting the multifaceted reasons behind people's
mobility across regions and countries.

This paper aims to address the research question: How do
political oppression, economic hardships, and social change
influence the process of migrant resettlement and identity
formation, with reference to Allende's novel, The Long Petal of
the Sea? The objective of the paper is to analyze the push and
pull factors within migrant theory through the life experiences
of the characters in the novel. Furthermore, the paper aims to
explore how these factors contribute to the characters'
adaptation, identity formation, and integration into a new
culture.

DISCUSSION

Isabel Allende, a prominent figure in Latin American
Literature, delves into societal dynamics and the challenges
individuals face in her works. Her novels combine complex
personal narratives with larger historical events, portraying
characters with a profound connection to real-world
experiences. Allende's writing style is characterized by vivid
imagery, rich cultural insights, and discerning character
development, making her a significant contributor to the
exploration of themes such as migration, identity, and
resilience in literature. In The Long Petal of the Sea (2019),
Allende depicts the themes of historical events, migration,
exile, dictatorship, and identity shifts experienced by the
characters. Allende's blending of personal narratives with
historical events creates a compelling narrative that
resonates on both emotional and intellectual levels.

The novel incorporates the historical backdrop of the Spanish
Civil War, which marks its beginning. Allende intricately
portrays the events that transpired in Spain in 1936. Leftist
parties were elected in Spain, but they were overthrown by the
right-wing and the church. The army assumed control of the
country, leading to a devastating war and widespread chaos
that endured for over three years. General Francisco Franco's
troops besieged Barcelong, instilling fear and apprehension
among the populace due to their brutal and oppressive
reputation. In response to the turmoil, around half a million
people fled the country, carrying their belongings with them.
Pablo Neruda played a crucial role in persuading the Chilean
government to grant refuge to these displaced individuals.
Taking the initiative, Neruda organized the transportation of
these people aboard the Winnipeg.

One of the central aspects of migrant theory evident in the
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novel is the notion of displacement. The characters are forced
toleave their homeland due to the Spanish Civil War and later
seek refuge in Chile. This displacement not only disrupts their
physical journey but also shapes their sense of identity and
belonging. The protagonist, Victor, a Republican fighter, is
uprooted from his familiar surroundings and is constantly
struggling with a sense of loss and longing for his homeland
throughout the novel. Allende writes,

Although they were content, they continued to think of Chile in
hopes of going back there again one day... When Franco
died... For the first time in many years, Victor was tempted to
go backto Spain. (Allende, 255)

Victor and Roser, despite forging new lives in Chile, yearn fora
sense of home that transcends geographical boundaries. This
longing for belonging is a universal theme among migrants,
reflecting the human desire for connection and community.

In his seminal work Theories of Migration, Robin Cohen
articulates a fundamental concept, every migratory act
comprises the components of an “origin, a destination, and a
myriad of intervening obstacles” (16). He mentions four key
factors in the act of migration,

1. Factors associated with the area of origin

2. Factors associated with the area of destination

3. Intervening obstacles

4. Personalfactors (Cohen, 17).

Cohen identifies four factors that play a major role in
migration, each containing both positive and negative
attributes in both the migrant's place of origin and their
destination. These positive qualities act as attractions,
drawing migrants towards a new location, while negative
aspects act as deterrents. The specific positive and negative
traits vary from person to person. Additionally, migrants face
intervening obstacles that can be physical, emotional, or
psychological in nature, and these obstacles differ for each
individual. One major obstacle is distance, which universally
impacts migrants. The personal factors affecting migration
can be categorized into two types- those that remain constant
throughout a migrant's life and those that change over their
life cycle. This distinction is crucial for understanding the
dynamics of migration and the challenges migrants
encounter.

Allende's use of historical events as a backdrop highlights the
broader socio-political context of migration. The Spanish Civil
War and the subsequent diaspora of Republican refugees to
Chile serve as a lens through which one understands the
impact of war and displacement on individuals and
communities.

The protagonists are compelled to migrate from Spain due to
the dire situation in the country marked by war and
bloodshed. Thousands of civilians flee their homeland,
intending to seek refuge in France. However, many perish in
French camps due to starvation, illness, and mistreatment.
The protagonist, Victor, takes on various menial jobs available
in the French camps. During this time, Victor and Roser
become separated, and it takes them years to reunite. These
challenges represent the intervening obstacles that the
characters encounter on their migration journey to their
intended destination. Upon finally reaching Chile after
enduring extensive hardship and suffering, they begin to
adapt to their new surroundings. Allende vividly portrays the
struggles and triumphs of migrants, highlighting their
resilience and perseverance in the face of adversity.

Allende portrays the resilience of migrants through the
character of Roser, who, despite facing numerous challenges,
adapts to her new life in Chile and rebuilds her identity as a

musician and a mother. Her resilience reflects the push and
pull factors that drive migration worldwide. Push factors, such
as political unrest and economic hardship in Spain, compel
individuals like Roser to seek opportunities and safety
elsewhere. On the other hand, pull factors, like the promise of
stability and a fresh start in Chile, attract migrants to new
environments where they can flourish and rebuild their lives.
Roser's journey epitomizes the strength and determination of
migrant communities globally, as they navigate unfamiliar
territories and cultures while holding onto their traditions and
values.

CONCLUSION

The novel's depiction of refugees fleeing conflict and seeking
asylum resonates with contemporary refugee crises globally,
highlighting the role of push and pull factors in shaping
migration flows. Through the experiences of characters such
as Victor Dalmau and Roser Bruguera, Allende explores the
themes of displacement, identity, resilience, and the search for
belonging. The novel is not only a captivating narrative but
also a profound commentary on the migrant experience,
drawing parallels between historical events and
contemporary realities.

The application of the Push-Pull model in analyzing fictional
narratives like The Long Petal of the Sea contributes to a
deeper understanding of migration dynamics. This
understanding, in turn, has implications related to migration,
refugee protection, integration, and addressing root causes of
displacement. By addressing both push and pull factors, we
can develop more effective strategies to manage migration
and support migrant populations. The interplay of push and
pull factors shapes the migration experiences. It underscores
the importance of considering both the challenges that push
individuals to leave their homes and the opportunities that
pull them toward new destinations in the study of migration
dynamics.
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