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INTRODUCTION
Migration is a complex and multifaceted issue that affects 
millions of people worldwide. For Dalits, India's largest 
marginalized community, migration is often a survival 
strategy, driven by poverty, lack of access to education and 
employment, and social exclusion. This article explores the 
relationship between Dalits and migration, examining the 
push and pull factors that drive Dalit migration, and the 
challenges and opportunities that Dalit migrants face in their 
destinations.
                                    Why Dalits Migrate

Dalits Migrate For A Variety Of Reasons, Including:
1 .  Poverty  and Economic  Exclusion :  Dal i t s  are 
disproportionately represented among India's poor and 
marginalized. Many Dalits migrate in search of better 
economic opportunities, driven by poverty and lack of access 
to education and employment.

2. Social Exclusion and Caste-Based Discrimination: Dalits 
face signicant social exclusion and caste-based 
discrimination in their home communities, which can drive 
them to migrate in search of more inclusive and equitable 
environments.

3. Lack of Access to Education and Healthcare: Dalits often 
face signicant barriers to accessing education and 
healthcare in their home communities, which can drive them to 
migrate in search of better services and opportunities.

Pull Factors: Where Dalits Migrate

Dalits Migrate To A Variety Of Destinations, Including:
1. Urban Centers: Many Dalits migrate to urban centers in 
search of better economic opportunities, education, and 
healthcare.
2. Other States: Dalits also migrate to other states in search of 
better economic opportunities, education, and healthcare.
3. Abroad: Some Dalits migrate abroad, often to countries in 
the Middle East, Europe, and North America, in search of 
better economic opportunities and a more inclusive and 
equitable environment.

Challenges Faced by Dalit Migrants
Dalit migrants face a variety of challenges, including:
1. Exploitation and Abuse: Dalit migrants are often exploited 
and abused by employers, landlords, and other powerful 
individuals.
2. Social Exclusion and Caste-Based Discrimination: Dalit 
migrants often face social exclusion and caste-based 
discrimination in their destinations, which can limit their 
access to education, employment, and healthcare.
3. Lack of Access to Services and Opportunities: Dalit migrants 
often face signicant barriers to accessing services and 
opportunities, including education, employment, and healthcare.

Opportunities For Dalit Migrants
Despite the challenges they face, Dalit migrants also have 

opportunities to improve their lives and the lives of their 
families. These opportunities include:

1. Better Economic Opportunities: Dalit migrants often have 
access to better economic opportunities in their destinations, 
including higher-paying jobs and greater access to education 
and training.
2. More Inclusive and Equitable Environments: Dalit migrants 
often nd more inclusive and equitable environments in their 
destinations, which can provide them with greater freedom 
and opportunities.
3. Access to Services and Opportunities: Dalit migrants often 
have greater access to services and opportunities in their 
destinations, including education, employment, and 
healthcare.

CONCLUSION
Dalits and migration are closely intertwined, with many Dalits 
migrating in search of better economic opportunities, 
education, and healthcare. While Dalit migrants face 
signicant challenges, including exploitation, social 
exclusion, and lack of access to services and opportunities, 
they also have opportunities to improve their lives and the lives 
of their families. As India continues to urbanize and globalize, 
it is essential to prioritize the needs and rights of Dalit 
migrants, and to work towards creating more inclusive and 
equitable environments for all.
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