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The people of Karnataka brought about a change in the
Government in January 1983 and reaffirmed their faith in
that Government again in March 1985. The Janata Govern-
ment under Chief Minister Ramakrishna Hegde introduced
the development process in the key sectors.They can be
examined as follows:

INVESTMENT AND PRIORITIES

The Karnataka's sixth five year plan for 1980-85 had com-
pleted three years of implementation by 1983. A new gov-
ernment had to manage this implementation of the sixth
plan in the remaining two concluding and crucial years.

The sixth plan had broadly the objectives of accelerating
the growth of the state’s economy. Creating more employ-
ment and establishing of an economy with greater social
justice and less income inequalities. The Planning Com-
mission had approved an outlay of Rs. 2,265 crores for the
sixth plan. By 1983, Rs. 1,372 crores of the sixth plan had
been spent leaving a balance of Rs 894 crores for the re-
maining two years.

Utilising the flexibility of the planning process offered by
annual plans, the new government made a bid for a fresh
look at the goals. The priorities and implementation focus-
ing attention on achieving accelerated growth with greater
alleviation of poverty providing more and more goods and
services required by the poorer sections of society. Offer-
ingan employment guarantee for those who sought work
in rural areas, introducing innovative approaches to tackle
the problem of the drought and making tireless efforts for
improving the quality of living of the masses.

Larger investment coupled with better management and
development of human resources for reducing the objec-
tives were imperative. This led to the conceiving of new
programmes and wherever necessary for modification of
the existing programmes for the realisation of the new per-
spectives.

Total Development Outlay

The development outlay in the state includes the state
plan outlay, expenditure on centrally sponsored and cen-
tral sector schemes, expenditure on Cauvery Basin Irriga-
tion projects which were pending approval, expenditure on
Western Ghats Development and non plan development
expenditure. The total development expenditure which
stood at Rs. 3137.11 crores during 1980-83 reached Rs.
6255.03 crores by the end of 1985

AGRICULTURE

Inspite of severe drought conditions that was witnessed
during the years 1984-85. Agricultural production had not
suffered a set back during this period 1983-85 as com-

pared to the first three years of the sixth plan. This was
possible mainly due to greater thrust envisaged by the
new government to agriculture coupled with sustained em-
phasis on irrigation. The average annual food grains pro-
duction in the state was 65.03 lakh tonnes during 1980-83
which increased to 70.59 lakh tonnes during 1983-85. Av-
erage annual production of oil seeds also increased from
7.5 lakh tonnes during 1980-83 to 8.86 lakh tonnes in the
next two years. In this while traditional crops like ground
nut production increased considerably thanks to extension
services, sunflower was introduced in a big way with an av-
erage annual production at 1.5 lakh tonnes during 1983-85
which was about two fold higher than the level maintained
during 1980-83. This had raised new hopes in the produc-
tion of oil seeds in the state.

PROGRAMME OF DRY LAND FARMING

There was a new dimension in the state’s policy towards
agriculture as conceived by the new Janata Government
and this had centred around the ‘development of dry land
farming’ which hitherto remained as a residuary sector in
the entire agricultural scenario of the state. The shift in
emphasis on the dry land farming had raised hopes in the
large chunk of the farming community which was wholly
dependent on monsoon for crop production Under the
programme of Dry Land Development, water sheds of
about 25,000 to 30,000 hectares had been identified in
all districts to take up intensive development.In order to
co-ordinate the functions as envisaged in the programme
Four Dry Land Development Boards had been set up in
the state, one each for a revenue division.

AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION SERVICES

In order to subserve the programme of Dry Land Devel-
opment in an effective manner, the agricultural extension
services were intensified in a big way. The extension ser-
vices had a clear role in the success of this programme in
carrying the dry land techniques such as inter-cropping,
appropriate agronomic practices, optimum utilisation of
rain water to the field level. Training and visit system which
was introduced in the year 1979-80 in the state was effec-
tive in reaching the modern farm techniques to the farm-
ers due to effective extension network, it was possible
to cover larger area under high yielding varieties besides
other farm improvements. Areca under high yielding vari-
eties increased from about 24 hectares in 1980-81 to 28
lakh hectares in 1984-85. Annual average area under High
yielding varieties was about 30 lakh hectares during 1983-
85 as against 27 lakh hectares during 1980-83-

USE OF FARM INPUTS

Use of important farm inputs like quality seeds, fertilisers,
pesticides were maintained at a high level. About 9.48
lakh quintals of quality seeds were distributed on an av-
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erage per annum between 1983-88 as against 6.98 lakh
quintals during 1978-83. Similarly consumption of fertilis-
ers increased considerably to 27.87 million tonnes during
1983-1988 from 18.55 million tonnes during 1978-83 pe-
riod.Agricultural  production increased to 354. About 43
lakh tonnes during 1983-88 inspite of severe drought con-
ditions from 340.18 lakh tonnes during 1978-83.

CROP INSURANCE AND

AGRICULTURAL PRICE POLICY

With a view to protect the farmers from crop failures the
scheme of crop insurance was introduced in several taluks
of state covering a variety of crops such as paddy, jowar,
ragi and ground nut. Expenditure during 1984-85 was an-
ticipated at Rs. 5 lakhs for this purpose against Rs. 1.5
lakhs spent during 1982-83. An outlay of Rs. 6 crores was
provided for this scheme in the seventh plan with a match-
ing contribution of Rs.6 crores by the government of India.
In order to ensure fair deal to the farmers of their produce,
the state government constituted ‘Agricultural prices com-
mission’ in 1984-85. The commission would examine the
cost and price structure of agricultural commodities and
recommend remunerative price. State Government offered
much higher open market prices in 1984-85 for certain
commodities as compared to support prices recommended
by the agricultural prices commission.

2. IRRIGATION

Development of irrigation received high priority in the
Karnataka's development plans. Total investment that had
gone into irrigation worked out to Rs. 1487 crores by the
end of 1984-85. of this, expenditure incurred during the
sixth plan was Rs. 706 crores.

Investment on irrigation during 1983-84 and 1984-85 was
significantly higher than the investments made during the
first three years of the sixth five year plan. Minor irriga-
tion had received increasingly higher priority during 1983-
84 period and 1984-85 as against the decelerating trend
observed during 1980-83 period. Concerted efforts were
made to complete the major projects like Upper Krishna-
phase 1, Ghata Prabha Stage lll, Malaprabha, Hemavathy,
Harangi and Kabini. By and large, about 70 percent of the
total investment on major irrigation went to these projects.
Irrigation potential created during 1983-85 in two years
was more than the potential created during the three years
1980-83. By the end of 1984-85, total potential created
was 25.11 lakh hectares. Well irrigation became increas-
ingly popular. Programme for constructing the irrigation
wells with the assistance of the financial institutions re-
ceived greater attention from the middle of the sixth five
year plan. There were 3.59 lakh wells in 1979-80 and their
number went upto 3.84 lakhs by 1982-83, and 4.05 lakhs
by the end of 1984-85. In 1983, a programme for popu-
larising sprinkler and drip irrigation was launched with an
amount of Rs. 24 lakhs.
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In order to bring about all-round development in the major
and medium irrigation areas, Command Area Development
Authorities were constituted in early fifth plan period,
though full statutory backing was provided in 1980.

World Bank assisted Minor Irrigation Project could not
take off till 1983-84. Investment under this project was
less than two crores during the first three years of the sixth
five year plan. Execution of the tank works picked up from
1983-84 onwards and more than Rs. 17 crores were spent
during 1983-84 and 1984-85. During 1984-85, a number of
measures were taken to remove the long standing hurdles
in the execution of various major irrigation projects. For in-
stance, there were 196 land acquisition cases unsettled in
the project areas of Upper Krishna stage |, Tungabhadra,
Malaprabha and World Bank Minor Irrigation Project area.
Of them 170 cases were settled. A number of bottle necks
in the supplies of basic inputs like iron, steel etc were
cleared so that the execution of the work could progress
as per schedule.

HORTICULTURE

With its varied agro-climatic conditions and topographical
features, Karnataka is richly endowed in respect of horticul-
ture. Karnataka stood first in respect of coffee with a con-
tribution of 77 percent to the All-India production. It also
stood first in respect of areca. With regard to pepper and
cashew it stood second and respect of cardamom and co-
conut it stood third in the country. The state is also well
known for several fruit crops and vegetable crops. It was
also equally known for flowers. Almost every horticulture
crop grown in India is grown in karnataka. As such, devel-
opment of horticulture had a unique place.
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