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ABSTRACT The rural total population of Karnataka can be divided into male and female to understand the role 
of working population. During 1991 census, the total rural population of Karnataka was 3,10,69,403 

(60.07%), while its population was 4,49,77,201. During 2001 census, the total rural population increased to 3,48,89,033 
(66.01%), while its total population was 5,28,50,562. During 1991 period the total rural working population in Karna-
taka was 1,44,31,584 (40%). This rural working population during 2001 census increased to 1,71,27,803 (50%).

During 1991 census 88,23,044 (61.13%) people are identified as rural male total working population in Karnataka. Dur-
ing 2001 census their number increased to 1,02,54,252 (59.87%).

Introduction
The main occupation in the rural males is agriculture. Next 
in importance are handicraft production and exchange of 
commodities between the rural or with the urban areas. 
There are also other occupations concerned with the ad-
ministration, public facilities and general needs of the rural 
male people. Although the rural persons in the last cat-
egory follow a variety of works, the total number so en-
gaged is insignificant compared to those living on agricul-
ture. Similarly, the total number of rural persons engaged 
under the second category of crafts and trade is also very 
small compared to first. The reason is that agriculture is 
the basis of the economy and the artisans, trade, and all 
the remaining people serve some interests of the agricul-
tural population.

Study Area
The state of Karnataka with its territorial content as it exists 
now was formed on 1st November 1956 under the States’ 
Registration Act. However, it was known as Mysore state 
until 1st November 1973. It is located in the western part 
of the Deccan Peninsular region of India and lies between 
11° 35′ North Latitudes to 18° 30′ North Latitudes and 
74° 50′ East Longitudes to 78° 35′ East Longitudes. 

The total geographical areas of Karnataka is 1,91,773 
sq.kms. For administrative purpose the state is divided into 
30 districts consisting of 175 taluks. As per 2011 census 
the total population is 6.11 crores (Fig. 1).

Objectives
The main objective of the study is to make taluka-wise 
analysis of rural male working population of Karnataka 
state with its classifications such as rural male working 
population.

Data Base and Methodology
The rural male working population investigation is based 
on secondary data of 175 taluks. During 1991 and 2001 
census data is collected from census of India and Karnata-
ka state at a glance. By using Mean and S.D. Method five 
class interval classifications are done for rural male total 
working population. The Karl Pearson’s correlation method 
is used.
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(Fig. 1)

Taluka-wise Rural Male Working Population
The total rural working population can be divided into 
male and female working population to understand the 
role of male working population. The taluka-wise rural 
male working population data is analysed by using mean 
and standard deviation method, whereby 5 class intervals 
are made such as very high, high, moderate, low and very 
low. By doing this classification, we can understand varia-
tional pattern of distribution of rural male working popula-
tion in 175 taluks of Karnataka. 

During 1991 census 88,23,044 (61.13%) people are iden-
tified  as rural male total working population in Karnataka 
(Table-1 &  Fig. 2). During 2001 census their number in-
creased to 1,02,54,252 (59.87%) (Table-2 & Fig. 3).
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I. Very High Range of Rural Male Working Population
In the very high range of rural male working popula-
tion with 71.61% and above, 9 taluks are noticed during 
1991 census. Out of 9 taluks, 6 are located in the down 
south Karnataka viz. Piriyapattana, T.Narsipur, Nanjangud, 
Chamarajnagar, Bangalore North and Bangalore South. An-
other 3 taluks viz. Supa, Karwar and Kumta are in north-
west part of Karnataka. During 2001 period 9 taluks are 
noticed in very high range of rural male working popula-
tion with 70.19% and above. The location of these taluks is 
same as that of 1991 period.

NOTE: 1 = SL.NO., 2 = TALUKS CODE NO., 3 = NAME OF TALUKS, 4 = RURAL MALE WORKING POPULATION, 5 = PERCENTAGE OF RURAL MALE WORKING POPULATION TO RURAL TOTAL WORKING POPULATION 
 

MAP INDEX: VERY HIGH = 71.61 and Above (09 Taluks), HIGH = 66.53 – 71.60 (21 Taluks), MODERATE = 61.45 – 66.52 (46 Taluks), LOW = 56.37 – 61.44 (69 Taluks), VERY LOW = 56.36 and Below (30 Taluks) 

Table-1 : Karnataka State : Rural Male Working Population (1991)
1 2 3 4 5 
1 134 Piriyapatna 50791 76.21 
2 2 Bangalore North 59446 73.99 
3 168 Honnavar 34588 73.14 
4 133 Nanjanagudd 87409 73.07 
5 3 Bangalore South 81602 72.39 
6 166 Bhatkal 23318 72.31 
7 135 Tirumakudal Narsipur 71172 72.26 
8 175 Yallapur 15087 71.94 
9 126 Chaamarajnagar 83004 71.82 
10 132 Mysore 62481 71.59 
11 1 Anekal 57684 71.21 
12 125 Srirangapatna 39529 70.97 
13 121 Malavalli 67993 70.85 
14 169 Karwar 20300 70.55 
15 10 Nelamangal 35088 70.48 
16 19 Rayabag 70718 70.23 
17 99 Arasikeri 70653 69.19 
18 153 Sorab 45159 68.85 
19 8 Kanakpur 83076 68.81 
20 130 Kollegal 79491 68.43 
21 146 Bhadravati 50931 67.83 
22 129 Hunasur 55347 67.8 
23 162 Tiptur 48824 67.79 
24 170 Kumata 28586 67.6 
25 174 Supa 12087 67.54 
26 171 Mundagod 21450 67.41 
27 136 Yalandur 19679 67.11 
28 149 Hosnagara 27129 67.07 
29 12 Athani 100451 66.63 
30 131 Krishnarajana 58144 66.53 
31 42 Jamakandi 59629 66.52 
32 122 Mandya 80793 66.52 
33 124 Pandavapur 43143 66.12 
34 73 Hangal 54492 65.63 
35 85 Shiggaon 38084 65.55 
 

1 2 3 4 5 
36 151 Shikaripur 43371 65.34 
37 56 Harihar 42812 65.32 
38 147 Channagiri 68485 65.31 
39 52 Turvekeri 49947 65.26 
40 152 Shivamoga 48791 65.25 
41 105 Mdikeri 28827 65.18 
42 7 Hoskot 47892 65.11 
43 11 Ramnagar 46012 65.09 
44 173 Sirsi 32663 65.07 
45 14 Chikkodi 115767 64.93 
46 128 Heggadadevanakote 58862 64.59 
47 68 Sulya 34659 64.53 
48 127 Gundlupet 54860 64.12 
49 6 Dodaballapur 49670 64.11 
50 84 Savanur 26846 63.73 
51 172 Siddapur 28484 63.69 
52 112 Gouribidanur 63053 63.38 
53 46 Chikmangalor 55683 63.34 
54 51 Sringeri 8775 63.26 
55 117 Sidlgatta 42298 63.23 
56 110 Chikballapur 35990 63.2 
57 16 Hukkeri 72264 63.11 
58 115 Malur 45082 63.07 
59 38 Bijapur 76090 63.05 
60 82 Ranebennur 55940 62.96 
61 156 Gubbi 64748 62.85 
62 148 Honnali 51817 62.63 
63 98 Arkalgud 44314 62.58 
64 114 Kolar 56411 62.57 
65 75 Hirekerur 55305 62.25 
66 33 Bidar 52329 62.19 
67 137 Devadurga 44030 62.16 
68 150 Sagar 36896 62.1 
69 101 Channarayapatna 63366 61.87 
70 4 Channapatna 52730 61.83 
 

1 2 3 4 5 
71 154 Tirthalli 35124 61.75 
72 109 Bangarpet 57290 61.73 
73 48 Koppa 22324 61.67 
74 59 Hosadurga 52352 61.55 
75 5 Devanahalli 35201 61.45 
76 77 Kalhgatagi 37526 61.45 
77 13 Belgaum 78978 61.41 
78 165 Ankola 21902 61.39 
79 21 Sampgaon 79719 61.33 
80 71 Dharwad 52467 61.32 
81 47 Kadur 63829 61.2 
82 32 Balki 50081 61.05 
83 55 Davanageri 65408 61.02 
84 58 Holalkeri 47441 60.71 
85 87 Afzalpur 40018 60.52 
86 107 Virajpet 48119 60.42 
87 74 Haveri 51117 60.41 
88 70 Byadgi 26461 60.36 
89 144 Sindhanur 67938 60.21 
90 76 Hubli 33656 60.12 
91 9 Magadi 49383 60.1 
92 49 Mudgeri 34231 60.09 
93 161 Sira 63860 60 
94 119 Krishnarajpet 58884 59.93 
95 167 Haliyal 21439 59.83 
96 67 Puttur 55439 59.72 
97 57 Hiriyur 54750 59.48 
98 34 Homanabad 50565 59.47 
99 141 Lingsugur 53759 59.37 
100 100 Belur 44610 59.28 
101 155 Chikkanayakanahalli 54418 59.24 
102 15 Gokak 93783 59.22 
103 41 Indi 74888 59.22 
104 53 Chitradurga 61708 59.22 
105 94 Shapur 58024 59.21 
 

1 2 3 4 5 
106 61 Molkalmur 26794 59.19 
107 116 Mulbagalu 46828 59.15 
108 45 Sindagi 68708 59.14 
109 28 Kudalagi 54636 59.04 
110 78 Kundgol 36638 59.04 
111 50 Narasmharajapura 14775 58.96 
112 120 Maddur 77545 58.92 
113 44 Mudhol 46528 58.9 
114 18 Parsgad 67692 58.89 
115 106 Somavarpet 45915 58.89 
116 163 Tumkur 72090 58.89 
117 17 Khanapur 54063 58.88 
118 54 Challkeri 68847 58.87 
119 118 Srinivaspur 43005 58.69 
120 30 Aurad 54116 58.64 
121 81 Navalgund 33623 58.37 
122 104 Sakleshpur 31273 58.3 
123 111 Chintamani 55127 58.29 
124 29 Sandur 40738 58.26 
125 90 Chitapur 56637 58.26 
126 108 Bagepalli 40490 58.17 
127 23 Hadagali 35131 58.16 
128 97 Alur 20928 58.1 
129 142 Manvi 69096 58.02 
130 138 Gangavati 69380 57.99 
131 69 Udupi 80564 57.89 
132 91 Gulbarga 54891 57.77 
133 113 Gudibanda 11590 57.72 
134 86 Shirahatti 32521 57.56 
135 123 Nagamandla 43226 57.21 
136 37 Basavan Bagevadi 60822 57.18 
137 160 Pavagad 52482 57.06 
138 31 Basavakalyan 53555 57.03 
139 60 Jagalur 36938 57 
140 25 Harapanahalli 56959 56.89 
 

1 2 3 4 5 
141 95 Shorapur 67766 56.84 
142 103 Hole Narsipur 38033 56.83 
143 65 Kundapur 65218 56.64 
144 20 Ramdurg 47900 56.62 
145 143 Raichur 50229 56.62 
146 145 Yalaburga 52503 56.32 
147 158 Kurigal 61988 56.28 
148 26 Hospet 36005 56.27 
149 164 Turuvekeri 45508 56.16 
150 39 Bilagi 32618 56.15 
151 88 Aland 62723 56.15 
152 139 Koppal 55122 56.14 
153 24 Hagaribomman Halli 38197 55.95 
154 40 Hungund 49149 55.95 
155 102 Hasan 57990 55.94 
156 93 Sedam 37118 55.85 
157 140 Kushatagi 46615 55.8 
158 83 Ron 43475 55.69 
159 72 Gadag 39100 55.63 
160 159 Madhugiri 66602 55.54 
161 27 Siraguppa 39763 55.53 
162 43 Muddebihal 45273 55.5 
163 92 Jevargi 50408 55.3 
164 157 Koratagere 40105 55.18 
165 89 Chincholi 48275 55.16 
166 80 Nargund 15981 54.81 
167 79 Mundargi 23866 54.77 
168 36 Bagalkot 34033 54.76 
169 96 Yadgir 61943 54.76 
170 63 Bantval (DK) 73514 54.68 
171 35 Badami 50168 54.17 
172 62 Beltangadi 57151 53.81 
173 22 Bellary 72682 53.6 
174 66 Mangalore 56977 52.54 
175 64 Karkal 55768 50.42 
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(Fig. 2)

NOTE: 1 = SL.NO., 2 = TALUKS CODE NO., 3 = NAME OF TALUKS, 4 = RURAL MALE WORKING POPULATION, 5 = PERCENTAGE OF RURAL MALE WORKING POPULATION TO RURAL TOTAL WORKING POPULATION 
 

MAP INDEX: VERY HIGH = 70.19 and Above (09 Taluks), HIGH = 65.23 – 70.18 (19 Taluks), MODERATE = 60.27 – 65.22 (49 Taluks), LOW = 55.31 – 60.26 (72 Taluks), VERY LOW = 55.30 and Below (26 Taluks) 

Table-2 : Karnataka State : Rural Male Working Population (2001)
1 2 3 4 5 
1 135 Tirumakudal Narsipur 75336 78.63 
2 1 Anekal 77599 73.88 
3 132 Mysore 75297 72.68 
4 136 Yelandur 20706 72.03 
5 133 Nanjangud 99755 71.36 
6 168 Honavar 40656 70.72 
7 3 Bangalore South 97420 70.68 
8 175 Yellapur 17552 70.57 
9 170 Kumta 32065 70.42 
10 126 Chamarajanagar 88713 70.03 
11 51 Sringeri 10208 69.56 
12 56 Harihar 47051 69.36 
13 146 Bhadravati 53058 69.01 
14 149 Hosanagara 32942 68.8 
15 169 Karwar 20931 68.51 
16 122 Mandya 86607 68.14 
17 147 Channagiri 79603 68.04 
18 2 Bangalore North 68873 67.16 
19 166 Bhatkal 28676 67.12 
20 152 Shimoga 51397 66.71 
21 19 Raybag 86270 66.38 
22 173 Sirsi 36302 66.34 
23 121 Malavalli 76703 66.09 
24 33 Bidar 58364 65.84 
25 48 Koppa 24720 65.84 
26 73 Hangal 62916 65.69 
27 52 Tarikere 57097 65.37 
28 55 Davanagere 71181 65.37 
29 174 Supa 14310 65.16 
30 7 Hosakote 57303 64.78 
31 10 Nelamangala 44652 64.5 
32 148 Honnali 64083 64.32 
33 127 Gundlupet 60702 64.29 
34 131 Krishnarajanagara 65654 64.27 
35 50 Narasimharajapura 17579 64.03 
 

1 2 3 4 5 
36 47 Kadur 72135 64.01 
37 13 Belgaum 90117 63.82 
38 4 Channapatna 58004 63.77 
39 42 Jamkhandi 71768 63.7 
40 137 Devadurga 52102 63.59 
41 41 Indi 86184 63.3 
42 150 Sagar 42373 63.26 
43 125 Shrirangapattana 48878 63.22 
44 34 Homnabad 57359 63.08 
45 134 Piriyapatna 60641 62.89 
46 45 Sindgi 77143 62.87 
47 46 Chikmagalur 57478 62.82 
48 11 Ramanagaram 49638 62.75 
49 74 Haveri 60018 62.67 
50 21 Sampgaon 88469 62.61 
51 38 Bijapur 85044 62.23 
52 120 Maddur 81510 62.23 
53 164 Turuvekere 49305 62.13 
54 85 Shiggaon 38925 61.99 
55 75 Hirekerur 58653 61.97 
56 155 Chiknayakanhalli 59175 61.95 
57 130 Kollegal 88695 61.88 
58 14 Chikodi 138049 61.7 
59 119 Krishnarajpet 69791 61.69 
60 105 Madikeri 33824 61.53 
61 53 Chitradurga 73243 61.49 
62 30 Aurad 57123 61.48 
63 32 Bhalki 55593 61.46 
64 153 Sorab 55353 61.43 
65 87 Afzalpur 42754 61.37 
66 43 Muddebihal 51425 61.32 
67 106 Somvarpet 55181 61.15 
68 84 Savanur 33214 61.02 
69 107 Virajpet 56357 60.94 
70 5 Devanahalli 41335 60.86 
 

1 2 3 4 5 
71 162 Tiptur 53987 60.86 
72 8 Kanakapura 90001 60.77 
73 151 Shikarpur 51031 60.74 
74 82 Ranibennur 64219 60.73 
75 6 Dod Ballapur 58861 60.55 
76 171 Mundgod 21466 60.45 
77 115 Malur 53423 60.29 
78 99 Arsikere 82735 60.22 
79 124 Pandavapura 50125 60.08 
80 31 Basavakalyan 61636 60.06 
81 59 Hosadurga 60992 59.98 
82 24 Hagaribommanahalli 43168 59.92 
83 16 Hukeri 88043 59.9 
84 109 Bangarapet 66283 59.82 
85 128 Heggadadevankote 72192 59.75 
86 76 Hubli 40015 59.68 
87 71 Dharwad 62667 59.59 
88 37 Basavana Bagevadi 72876 59.43 
89 29 Sandur 44198 59.36 
90 15 Gokak 110445 59.31 
91 70 Byadgi 30961 59.31 
92 90 Chitapur 62443 59.28 
93 78 Kundgol 43416 59.22 
94 97 Alur 24182 59.02 
95 100 Belur 50471 58.94 
96 138 Gangawati 82815 58.9 
97 49 Mudigere 38602 58.82 
98 57 Hiriyur 63821 58.75 
99 98 Arkalgud 56155 58.62 
100 18 Parasgad 79952 58.61 
101 91 Gulbarga 63353 58.58 
102 61 Molakalmuru 30729 58.56 
103 68 Sulya 38857 58.51 
104 69 Udupi 99537 58.21 
105 172 Siddapur 29579 58.21 
 

1 2 3 4 5 
106 165 Ankola 25273 58.12 
107 156 Gubbi 75789 58.11 
108 40 Hungund 57531 58.08 
109 65 Kundapura 85473 57.99 
110 86 Shirhatti 40829 57.9 
111 12 Athni 129405 57.79 
112 95 Shorapur 76594 57.73 
113 72 Gadag 47575 57.58 
114 114 Kolar 69188 57.57 
115 110 Chik Ballapur 42022 57.52 
116 44 Mudhol 58684 57.31 
117 167 Haliyal 25131 57.3 
118 77 Kalghatgi 40283 57.23 
119 25 Harapanhall 65305 57.16 
120 58 Holalkere 57965 57.12 
121 17 Khanapur 62128 57.1 
122 9 Magadi 54035 57.01 
123 142 Manvi 83473 57.01 
124 94 Shahpur 67249 56.99 
125 163 Tumkur 83875 56.96 
126 101 Channarayapatna 75526 56.93 
127 116 Mulbagal 55211 56.88 
128 36 Bagalkot 42277 56.67 
129 129 Hunsur 68116 56.56 
130 139 Koppal 68040 56.55 
131 103 Hole Narsipur 44508 56.54 
132 158 Kunigal 61473 56.43 
133 123 Nagamangala 51580 56.32 
134 112 Gauribidanur 74398 56.23 
135 159 Madhugiri 73746 56.15 
136 118 Srinivaspur 49627 56.07 
137 22 Bellary 89365 55.95 
138 141 Lingsugur 64318 55.93 
139 104 Sakleshpur 33904 55.89 
140 20 Ramdurg 56055 55.88 
 

1 2 3 4 5 
141 80 Nargund 17556 55.76 
142 157 Koratagere 47540 55.76 
143 39 Bilgi 35105 55.74 
144 79 Mundargi 28725 55.6 
145 92 Jevargi 57111 55.49 
146 35 Badami 58504 55.42 
147 54 Challakere 82445 55.37 
148 23 Hadagalli 41353 55.34 
149 144 Sindhnur 81616 55.33 
150 154 Tirthahalli 41419 55.2 
151 161 Sira 77470 55.18 
152 102 Hassan 72160 55.12 
153 62 Beltangadi 68685 55.1 
154 108 Bagepalli 46753 55.06 
155 81 Navalgund 42000 55.04 
156 111 Chintamani 63674 55.03 
157 117 Sidlaghatta 48604 54.93 
158 143 Raichur 59480 54.81 
159 26 Hospet 43583 54.75 
160 83 Ron 50421 54.7 
161 160 Pavagada 65981 54.68 
162 88 Aland 76501 54.37 
163 66 Mangalore 75017 54.28 
164 140 Kushtagi 58096 54.06 
165 113 Gudibanda 13172 54.04 
166 93 Sedam 42350 53.92 
167 89 Chincholi 56896 53.63 
168 67 Puttur 69534 53.59 
169 28 Kudligi 62440 53.09 
170 27 Siruguppa 49239 53.02 
171 96 Yadgir 73494 52.85 
172 145 Yelbarga 63568 52.84 
173 60 Jagalur 47088 52.58 
174 63 Bantval 91020 52.55 
175 64 Karkal 47328 52.44 
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(Fig. 3)

II. High Range of Rural Male Working Population
During 1991 census in the high range of rural male work-
ing population, 21 taluks are noticed with 66.53% to 
71.60%. These 21 taluks are distributed in southern part of 
Karnataka, western ghat region of central part and 2 taluks 
viz. Athani and Raibag in the north-west Karnataka. During 
2001 census, 19 taluks are noticed in high range with 65.23% 
to 70.18%. Majority of 19 taluks are located in the central-
west part, south-western parts of western ghat, southern 
most parts of Karnataka and northern fringe taluks i.e. at 
Bidar tip and around Bijapur.

III. Moderate Range of Rural Male Working Population
In the moderate range of rural male working popula-
tion with 61.45% to 66.52%, 46 taluks are identified dur-
ing 1991 census. Most of these taluks are located in the 
central-west part, southern-east part and southern part, 
while 6 taluks in north Karnataka in separate bunches viz. 
Chikkodi, Hukkeri, Jamkhandi, Bijapur, Devadurg and Bidar. 
During 2001 census in moderate range with 60.27% to 
65.22%, 49 taluks are noticed as rural male working popu-
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lation. The distributional pattern is almost same as that of 
1991 census pattern.

IV. Low Range of Rural Male Working Population
In the low range with 56.37% to 61.44%, 69 taluks are no-
ticed during 1991 census. These 69 taluks of rural male 
working population are distributed in the north-western 
part, north-eastern part, eastern parts of central and south-
eastern Karnataka and south-western parts of Karnataka 
including western ghat. During 2001 period, 72 taluks are 
seen on the map in low range of rural male total working 
population with 55.31% to 60.26%. These 72 taluks are 
similar in distributional pattern as that of 1991 period.

V. Very Low Range of Rural Male Working Population
During 1991 census in the very low range of rural male 
working population, 30 taluks are noticed with 56.36% 
and below. Same of these taluks are glaringly seen in 
the northern-central Karnataka including north-east part. 
4 taluks in south-west part including coastal and western 
ghat, 5 taluks in southern part of Karnataka viz. Hassan, 
Turvikere, Kunigal, Madhugiri and Koratageri. During 2001 
census, 26 taluks are observed in the very low range of ru-
ral male total working population with 56.30% and below. 
The distribution of these taluks shows one bunch in south-
west Karnataka consisting of south coast and adjoining 
western ghats, another bunch in northern-southern part 
consisting of Navalgund, Ron, Kustagi and Yelburga taluks, 
while there is a row of taluks along the eastern bound-
ary of Karnataka stretching from Chincholi in the north to 
Chintamani in the south-east. 

Results and Discussion
Correlation analysis of number of rural male workers with 
those variables: It is observed that there is a positive and 
very significant correlation with decadal growth of popula-
tion (r=0.95), number of rural male literates (r=0.91), num-
ber of rual workers (r=0.97). The high significant correla-
tion is found with number of cultivators (r=0.69), number 
of agriculture labourers (r=0.65). The positive with low 
significant correlation is observed with total population 
(r=0.25), number of secondary workers (r=0.22) and num-
ber of tertiary workers (r=0.35). The positive with very 
low significant correlation is noticed only with number of 
urban population (r=0.19).

Conclusion
The rural working population is 40% in Karnataka. Agri-
cultural sector is even though capable of absorbing more 
working population, yet it has only provided 40% work op-
portunity to rural population. During 2001 census the rural 
male working population has reached 59.87%.

The poor performances of arable land, fragmentation of 
lands, non adopting of available technologies in farming 
process and non control of prices of agricultural produc-
tions and shortage of basic infrastructure to the farming 
system like electricity, roads, etc. in rural areas has made 
agriculture system in Karnataka to remain in the not well 
developed system. This study reveals that in order to in-
crease work opportunities in moderate to very low rural 
male working population taluks. 
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