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( ABSTRACT ’ The societal norms and the existing system in India are questioned at all points of time. A huge level of inequality is

perpetrated on the marginalised people and especially on woman.In this strong patriarchal structure, woman is facing
violence and is exploited and harassed at all stages of life. Woman is treated as a secondary grade citizen in our society. Traditions, customs and
orthodoxy are rigid and responsible for the mistreatment and overpowering of women.The major reflection in this paper on the gender
discrimination, suppression and marginalisation of women. I mainly concentrated in this paper to exhibit the taboos that are discernible in the
contemporary India which is filled with hypocrisy, meanness, follies and ills.
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India has a fabulous history of drama from ages.Drama begins its
journey in India with the Sanskrit plays. Indian drama is characterised
with the rituals, folks, cultural heritage etc.But the major concern of
contemporary Indian drama is the representation of socio-political
scenario, marginalization, gender discrimination, oppression, pove
rtyand hunger. A general consensus seems to have emerged that though
the social criticism, corruption, oppression, gender discrimin ation can
be found in drama in earlier times, these specific featuresof
dramaappear in a pronounced manner in the works ofthecontemporary
dramatists.

Nowadays Indian plays highlightonsome current social issues and the
problems of everydaylife. Vijay Tendulkar (1928-2008) also manifests
theconcurrent social issues and the problems in his plays. He is also a
movie and television writer, literary essayist, political journalistand
social commentator primarily in Marathi. Tendulkar is basically
famous for his plays Silence! The Court is in Session, Constab
leGhasiram, Sakharam the Binder. Silence! The Court is in Sessionre
ceived the KamaladeviChattopadhyaya award. He always tries to
represent the social issues through his writings. As his plays focus on
the real life problems, he is considered as social critic. He has given the
Marathi drama a global fame.

Social norms, gender issues, man-woman relationship, domestic
problems, political issues, norms of morality are the themes filled in his
plays and raise the question of discrimination, including gender
discrimination and social inequalities. Tendulkar not only discusses
gender issues and the freedom fixed to women in a patriarchal society,
but also they deal with gender biases and prejudices which influence
the lives of woman amongst the middle class educated society. Vijay
Tendulkar’s play in a minute wayis not merely to reflect the malfunc
tion of the society but to act like freak mirrors in a carnival and to
project grotesque images of all that passes for normal in our world.In
his famous play “Silence! The Court is in Session” Vijay Tendulkar
shows his consciousness of the social systemand exhibits many taboos
that are discernible in the contemporary India. The play effectively
depicts the social awareness and the gender bias of modern Indian
society. The play is centeredon the tragic story of Miss Leela Benare,
the heroine of the playwho becomesthe victim of patriarchal society
for her act of adultery. It is not only the tragic story of Miss
LeelaBenare, but it is the story of every woman in society whetherit
isrural or urban. Silence! is a play in three acts. It isindeeda mock trial
of Miss LeelaBenare, the school teacher. Miss Benare is charged with
infanticide and an illicit relationshipwith Professor Damle and this is
howher personal life is exposed. In the course of the play, she is
charged with child abortion and having relationshipwith so many
persons. As the time goesahead all the witnesses and authorities
become inimical towards Miss Benare. On the chargeof infanticide
and illicitrelations, the judgeMr. Kashikar orders the school
administration to dismiss such an immoral and impious womanfrom
the school. Miss LeelaBenare triesto defend herself but she
cannotafford. Finally, Miss Benarebreaks down, revealing the true
story behind thisin which there are many men who are to be accused
with same crime. By the act of Miss Benare, the hegemony and the

hypocrisy of male cast members come to the light, who like their
counter part in the society are not blameless themselves, while they
find it easy to point out fingers at woman’s character.Mr. N.S. Dharan
comments in his book “ThePlays of Vijay Tendulkar”,-“Tendulkar
though not a self-acknowledged feminist treats his womencharacters
with understanding and compassion while pitting them againstmen
who are selfish, hypocritical and brutally ambitious.”’(Dharan, 28)

The present play also deals with the theme of power -power betwee
nMiss LeelaBenare and the male cast members of the trial. Miss
Benare is charged with infanticide and having illicit relations. All the
witnesses such as Mr. Ponkshe, Mr. Rokde and Samant ascertainin the
court that Miss Benare is immoral. Miss Benare is tried to defend
herself through a long soliloquy but she cannot retain herself to the
hegemony of the male cast members.

“The parrot to the sparrow said,

‘Why, oh why are your eyes so red?’
‘Oh, my dear friend, what shall I say?
Someone has stolen my nestaway’.
Sparrow, sparrow, poor little sparrow!”
(Silence!,23)

To display the dishonoured condition of women in the Indian society,
SuchismitaHazra rightly states that “Tendulkar’s Silence is a critique
of patriarchal values and institutionsand shows how law operates as an
instrument in silencingthe voice of women. The word ‘silence’ in the
title hasdifferent levels of significations. Literally it means the
judge’sorder for maintainingsilence in the court-room but metaphoric
allyit implies legally silencing the weaker sex’s plea for justice.The
urban middle class society which Tendulkar presentsin this play
enforces law to subjugate women by maintaining ahypocritical moral
code”.(Hazra, 1)

Vijay Tendulkar intermittently depicts the social inequalities in
‘Silence! The Court is in Session’. Eachof themembers of the theatre
group is different from the othermemberin terms of age,psyc
hology,genderandsocial status. They are takentogether in the same
stage through thedevice of “mock trial” that they are performing.
Thiscertainly breaks the traditional ground of theatricality.It is
observed that the theatricality greatly influencesthe audience of the

play.

“Silence! The Court is in Session’is a satire against the rigid tradition,
customs, orthodoxy and the social ills of the middle class society. The
playalso experiments with the traditional and backward culture of
narrow minded Indian. It is an attempt of Vijay Tendulkar to criticize
the social ills and follies that prevail in our society. Tendulkar
represents a societal reformation through the play‘Silence! The Court
isin Session’. While a couple commits adultery, it means both the male
and female partner are equally responsible. But in the conventional
Indian society, only woman is held responsible. Here, Tendulkar tries
to represent theugly aspect of the society and the gender discrimination
of the male dominated Indian society through the character of Miss
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LeelaBenare. ‘Silence! The Court is in Session’displaysa concern for
the pathetic position of women in the male dominated Indian
World. Varun Gulati rightly states“Tendulkar's Silence! The Court is in
Session:Social Criticism and Individual Tragedy” that “in Silence!
The Court is in Session, Tendulkar hasdepicted the plight of a young
woman, who is betrayed by the male dominated society. A traditional
male dominated society cannot relinquish its paralyzed valuesand
customs. The society does not like to perceive or receive any social
change. Tendulkar presents a treatmentof those ugly ways of society in
this play. It is a bitter satire against the social ills and an interesting
attempt to criticize the follies that prevail in our society”. (Gulati, 1-2)

In this play,Tendulkar revealsthe issues ofgender discrimination,
suppression andmarginalization. Social norms and cultural
elementscan bequestionedfor the inequality against the woman. Here,
Miss LeelaBenare is the victim of the social system thatcontrols the
minds and the actions of the people. In the court, Miss LeelaBenare is
convicted on the chargeof infanticide and illegitimate motherhood that
are against societal norms. In traditional male dominated Indian
society, women are treated as secondary citizen in all spheresoflife.
Nowadays, they are given secondary status in houses, offices, social
and public places. Women are exploited and harassed in Indian society.
Womanis subjectedto violence and harassment everywhere. The play
“Silence! The Court is in Session’raises the questions tothe society that
treats the women as second class citizens. TanmoyKundu opines
that“Tendulkar exposes the condition of women of the middle class
family in Indian context. Both Benare and Mrs. Kashikar are presented
aswomen who have fallen victims to male supremacy in Indian
society. They both are not free to act independently. Benare’s attempt to
lead an independent life of her own has been frustrated by the group of
men surrounding her during the course of the mock-trial. Her freedom
has been mercilessly crushed”. (Kundu, 2)

Tendulkar always triesto project the society’s folliesthat are present in
the inner self of the society. In the play, he triesto highlight another
important aspectof traditional Indian societyi.e. complex and value
loaded relationship between husband and wife through the characters
of Mr. Kashikar and Mrs. Kashikar. They belong to the middle class
societyin which male chauvinism gets privileged. Mrs. Kashikarisunfit
to Mr. Kashikar as sheis a practically illiterate woman and aformal
relationshipprevails between them. As the couple has no child, they
have adopted aboy, BaluRokde.Tendulkar proves himself as a keen
observer of society through the depiction of the relationship of Mr.
Kashikar and Mrs. Kashikar. He has exploredthe man-woman
relationship in various levels.He has portrayed the complications,
inadequacy and the problems of relationship very efficiently.
Dexterously he has lined up the psychology of the middle class and
narrow Indian mind through the characterization of the couple Mr. and
Mrs.Kashikar. Tendulkar’s projectionof man-woman relationship is
very contextual to the real life relationship. Varun Gulati rightly points
out that“Silence!The Court is in Sessionis not a propagandaplay. It
grapples with several problems of the Indians ocietysuchast hepreten
tious institutional social service organizations, andforceful male
supremacy in Indian society, in a masterfulway. However, the fact is
that we look at the world andour friends, relatives, et al., and value their
roles onlyfrom their utility towards our ends. Conventionalmorality is
only an imaginary issue”.(Gulati, 4)

Silence! The Court is in Sessionis a bittersatire against the existing
judicial system of India. Tendulkar takes dig on the Indian judicial
procedure inasatirical way. He dexterously hits off the hypocrisy and
ills of the judicial system through the satire. It is an interesting attempt
of Tendulkar to criticize the meanness, follies and hypocrisy that
prevail in our judicial procedure. He also presents a treatment of those
hypocrisy and limitations. Tendulkar displaysa concern for the present
day court procedure, its degradation,inadequacy, limitations and its
loss of dignity and faith.It is saidthatthere isequality before law. But in
reality the picture of equalityis quite different. Herejust because of
being female Miss LeelaBenare is suppressed by the male supremacy.
A court shouldbe a symbol of justice, equality, balance,seriousness and
decorum. A witness box must have an exact position in the court room.
A witness must take an oath keeping his or her hand on some holy or
religious scripture during the trial. Butin this playthe witnesses take
oath touching the Oxford English Dictionary. It is consideredthat a
judicial court is supposed to be a symbol of high seriousness and
decorum. But, here,the judge Mr. Kashikar jumps into the witness box
violating all procedures and decorum and declares his opinion from the

witness box.To show the meanness and follies of the Indian judicial
procedureDr.MedikondaSambaiahand Mrs.Katumala Sandhya states
that “Certainly, the play Silence! The Court is in Sessionis a question
against existing legal curriculum. There isno roadmap for the image of
reality in the procedureof the prosecution. There is an absence of
trialdynamism in the play. The entire trial rotates aroundgimmick but is
not based on evidence. There is noopening statement which tells the
jury the plaintiffclaims ina direct and reasonable way. It must givethe
jury an overview of what the evidence will showand what the evidence
will be withoutargumentative hype and individualisticexhibitionism.
The foundationforthe verdict ‘let the witness behimself’is not
atallobserved. There is no review of the evidence offeredby both sides.
The rules of the judgearebased on what thelawyer presents. It seems
that instructions to jurorswill directly affect their judgment”.
(Sambaiah, 3)

Vijay Tendulkar has been efficacious in his attempt to draw the very
burning issues of the society. He has depicted it very adroitly in his play
Silence! The Court is in Session. The painting of every aspect of the
society is too gentle, and there are hitches as well that need very
inspecting eyes of critic to unravel it. The play Silence endeavours with
several glitches of traditional Indian society such as the suppression of
women, loss of dignity of judicial system, forceful male supremacy
etc. It also represents the injustices done in the name of gender
construction of gender identities-this hierarchy does as much harm to
men as to women. He is against the conservative type. In this study, the
protagonist suffersfromsocial and moral pangs.
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