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INTRODUCTION
Agriculture production and farm incomes in India are frequently 
affected by natural disasters such as droughts, oods, cyclones, 
storms, landslides and earthquakes. Susceptibility of agriculture to 
these disasters is compounded by the outbreak of epidemics and man-
made disasters such as re, sale of spurious seeds, fertilizers and 

1pesticides, price ections etc . All these events severely affect farmers 
through loss in production and farm income and these are not in the 
control of farmers. With the growing commercialization of 
agriculture, the magnitude of loss due to unfavorable eventualities is 

2increasing.  In dryland farming, drought is severely affecting farmers 
through loss in production. Drought is a situation of lower than normal 
rainfall and it is as much a management issue as a technical one. 
Drought management and mitigation will be important for the future 

3sustainability of agriculture production, productivity and livelihoods .

Statement of the problem
The agricultural sector is still untapped and is also growing 
signicantly owing to promotional policies initiated by the 
government in these countries. The rural sector will offer wide scope 
for insurance companies particularly to local companies which have 
better knowledge of realties in rural marketing. In this context, this 
study is an attempt to nd out the  awareness and  satisfaction level of 
farmers towards crop insurance schemes Shorapur Taluka.

Objectives of the study
1. To assess the level of awareness of farmers about crop insurance 

schemes in Shorapur  Taluka.
2. To examine the satisfaction level of farmers towards crop 

insurance schemes  Shorapur Taluka.

Scope of the study
In the present study, an attempt is made to analyse the awareness and 
satisfactory level of the farmers about crop insurance schemes in 
Shorapur Taluka.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
This study is an empirical research based on the survey method. In   
Yadgir district, there are Three Taluks viz., Yadgir Shahapur and 
Shorapur. Of them, by considering the area of agriculture, Shorapur 
Taluk have been selected purposively. The study is based on primary 
data collected by interviewing the sample respondents personally. 

Sampling design
 It is decided to use convenient sampling method. Originally, it was 
planned and collected the data from 120 sample respondents. Due to 
incompletion and contradictory information it was possible to have 
only 100 sample respondents as nal sample size. The sample chosen 
consisted of 100 sample respondents representing farmers.

Collection of data
The present study is carried out by adopting the formal interview 
technique. Both primary and secondary data are used. The present 
study is largely based on the primary data. Because, the information 

relating to the study is extremely scant. Required primary data are 
collected in the course of interview with the farmers through survey 
method collected data are tabulated to make it suitable for further 
analysis.

Data Analysis
Age and awareness level
The age is most important factor which determines the awareness level 
of sample respondents. The present study is an attempt to study the 
relationship between age and awareness level. It is found that the 
sample respondents' age ranges from 30 years to 45 years. In the 
present study, sample respondents are three categories. Viz., young 
(respondents who is upto 30 years) middle age (respondents who is in 
between 31 and 45 years) and old (respondent who is above 45 years). 
The Table 2 shows the distribution of sample respondents on the basis 
of age and awareness level. This Table reveals that the more number of 
old sample respondents (47.5%) are having low level awareness than 
other two groups about crop insurance. 

Table 1. Age and awareness level

Source: Field Survey 

Gender and awareness level
Generally, awareness level will change on sex basis. Hence it is 
decided to analyze the awareness level of farmers on gender basis. The 
Table. 2 show the distribution of sample respondents on the basis of  
gender and awareness level. This Table reveals that the more number 
of female respondents (43.43%) are having low level awareness about 
crop insurance, than male respondents.

Table 2. Gender and awareness level

Source: Field Survey

Table 3. Educational status and awareness level
It is hope that awareness level of the sample respondents will vary 
according to their educational level. Hence it is an attempt to examine 
the association between educational qualication and awareness level. 
For which the sample respondents are classied into three groups viz., 
Illiterate, school level and college level. The Table 4 exhibits the 
distribution of sample respondents on the basis of educational status 
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Age in years Awareness Level Total
High Moderate Low

Below 30 4(33.33) 4(33.34) 4(33.33) 12(100)
31 -45 11(22.92) 17(35.42) 20(41.67) 48(100)

45 & Above 5(10) 16(40) 19(47.5) 47(100)
Total 21(21) 36(36) 43(43) 100(100)

Gender Awareness Level Total
High Moderate Low

Male 13(20.31)) 23(35.93) 28(43.) 64(100)
Female 5(13.89) 15(41.65) 16(44.44) 36(100)
Total 19(19) 38(38) 43(43) 100(100)



4  INDIAN JOURNAL OF APPLIED RESEARCH

and awareness level. This Table indicates that the number of school 
level respondents (61.90%) is having low level awareness about crop 
insurance than other two groups viz., Illiterate and college level. 

Table 3. Educational status and awareness level

Source: Field Survey

Size of the family and awareness level
In the presents study sample respondents are grouped into three 
categories viz., small family (upto3) Middle family (between 3 and 4) 
and large family above 4. The Table 4 shows the distribution of sample 
respondent on the basis of size of the family and awareness level. This 
Table reveals that the more number of small family and middle family 
sample respondents (50%) and (52.1) respectively are having low level 
awareness about crop insurance than large family. 

Table 4. Size of the family and awareness level

Source: Field Survey

Nature of the family and awareness level
The nature of the family is another important factor, which also 
determines the sample respondents and their awareness level. The 
requirement of the individual family will differ from joint family. 
Therefore, nature of the family is considered as another essential factor 
to assess the awareness level. For this purpose it is grouped into two 
categories such as individual family and joint family. The Table 5 
shows the distribution of sample respondents on the basis of nature of 
the family and awareness level. This Table shows that the more number 
of joint family sample respondents (52.50%) are having low level 
awareness about crop insurance than individual family. 

Table 5. Nature of family and awareness level

Source: Field Survey

Farm experience and awareness level
Apart from analysis of farm experience and farmer's opinion it is 
relevant to examine the role played by crop insurance of sample 
farmers in the farming. In the present study the sample respondents are 
classied into three categories viz., Low experience (below 10 years) 
moderate experience (10 and 20 years) and more experience (Above 
20 years). The Table 6 indicates that the more  number of moderate 
experience sample respondents (52%) are having low level awareness 
than other two groups about crop insurance. 

Table 6. Farm experience and awareness level

Source: Field Survey

Annual income and awareness level
The sample respondents are classied into three groups low, middle 
and high income according the person who earns less than Rs.1,00,000 

per annum are classied as low income group, who earns Rs.1,00,000 
to 1,50,000 per annum are classied as middle income groups and who 
earns more than Rs.1,50,000 are classied as high income group. The 
Table 8 exhibits the distribution of sample respondents on the basis of 
annual income and awareness level. The Table 9 reveals that the more 
number of moderate group of sample respondents (52%) are having 
low level awareness than other two groups about crop insurance. 

Table 7. Annual income and awareness level

Source: Field Survey

Annual expenditure and awareness level
It is known fact that spending nature on expenditure of an individual 
depends on his/ her personal character. In the present study the sample 
respondents are grouped into three categories viz., low expenditure 
middle expenditure and high expenditure. Accordingly a person who 
spend below Rs.50,000 are classied as low expenditure and who 
spends of Rs.50,000 to Rs.1,00,000 are classied as middle 
expenditure and who spend more than 100000 are classied as high 
expenditure The Table 9 reveals that the distribution of sample 
respondents on the basis of annual expenditure and awareness level. 
The Table 8 shows that the more number of middle expenditure sample 
respondents (46.60%) are having low level awareness about crop 
insurance. 

Table 8. Annual expenditure and awareness level

Source: Field Survey

Suggestions 
It is suggested that the Insurance companies and Government should 
take necessary steps to improve the awareness among the farmers by 
taking the following measures.

Ÿ The farmers should be made aware of the various insurance 
schemes for which adequate publicity / extension support should 
be provided by the state governments. 

Ÿ To introduce a comprehensive scheme and coverage so that 
farmers will be given the insurance cover in respect of the crops of 
their choice, be they cotton, sugarcane, cashew nut or chilly. 

Ÿ Awareness campaign to induce non-borrowers to buy insurance 
covers for major / notied crops. 

Ÿ In the present study, it is found that 85% of the sample respondents 
are dissatised about the existing crop insurance schemes. Hence, 
it is suggested that the Insurance companies and Government 
should take necessary steps to improve the satisfaction level of 
farmers by using the following steps. 

Ÿ Proper steps to be taken by the insurance companies to increase the 
crops coverage, area Approach, Reduce the premium rate and 
reduce the formalities in claim etc. 

CONCLUSION:
The Government can assist agricultural insurance in some ways. There 
is a need for some subsidization by the government. It can offer 
information on weather patterns, spots of farms and crops, history of 
perils and crop yields. In the light of the present ndings and 
suggestions given by the sample respondents, the following 
recommendations are made for the improvement of crop insurance:
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Educational Status Awareness Level Total
High Moderate Low

Illiterate 2(11.11) 9(50) 3(16.67) 18(100)
High School Level 7(16.67) 9(21.41) 26(61.90) 42(100)
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