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‘ ABSTRACT ’ Now a day's media play a major role in protecting women rights. They enhance literary levels of the women. The

technological revolution of the last two decades has its impact on the generation, processing, dissemination and
consumption of news. Every democratic setup in the social texture has an inseparable part that is the press, which has now expanded to include
electronic media and new media. The legislative, executive, judiciary are considered to be three pillars of democracy and press is another equally
important pillar to lend its valuable support to the system and hence it is regarded as fourth estate. Also under the Constitution of India, freedom of
the media is part of the freedom of speech guaranteed by Article 19(1) (a). However, no freedom can be absolute, and reasonable restrictions can
be placed on it. One of the basic tasks of the media is to provide truthful and objective information to the people that will enable them to form
rational opinions, which is a sine qua non in a democracy. Media is processing for women development in India. Society 'institutionalizes'
inventions by discovering new possibilities of communication; it adopts and formats new media.
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INTRODUCTION:

The gender equality is enshrined in the Indian Constitution in its
Preamble, Fundamental Rights, Fundamental Duties and Directive
Principles. The Constitution not only grants equality to women, but
also empowers the State to adopt measures of positive discrimination
in favour of women. Within the framework of a democratic polity, our
laws, development policies, Plans and programmes have aimed at
women's advancement in different spheres. The Constitution of India
not only grants equality to women but also empowers the State to adopt
measures of positive discrimination in favour of women for
neutralizing the cumulative socio economic, education and political
disadvantages faced by them. Fundamental Rights, among others,
ensure equality before the law and equal protection of law; prohibits
discrimination against any citizen on grounds of religion, race, caste,
sex or place of birth, and guarantee equality of opportunity to all
citizens in matters relating to employment. Articles 14, 15, 15(3), 16,
39(a), 39(b), 39(c) and 42 of the Constitution are of specific
importance in this regard.

Indian media had evolved, realigned and reinvented itself to a large
extent. The speed of media has resulted in bringing people across the
world closer. The freedom of speech and expression guaranteed by the
Constitution of India ensures the right to express one's strong belief
and opinions freely by word, writing, printing, picture or electronic
media or in any other form of expression. Media can be utilized for
educational uses and knowing of rights of women in many countries. In
Indian media used for educational proposes by both government as
well as private groups. Mainly, Television was introduced in India by
the Nehru government with the prime aim of establishing a medium for
distance education; freedom implies the freedom of press in the
absence of any separate provision of freedom of press in the
Constitution. However, the freedom of press is not absolute. It is
subject to certain reasonable restrictions. The Constitution also
imposes reasonable restrictions on the exercise of the right to freedom
of press in the interests of the sovereignty and integrity of India, the
security of the State, friendly relations with foreign States, public
order, decency or morality, or in relation to contempt of court,
defamation or incitement to an offence. Media provide news and
information required by the people's rights. There by women rights
educating them. This helps the Indian democracy to function
effectively. Media informs the public about government policies and
programmes and how these programmes can be useful to them. This
helps the people voice their feelings and helps the government to make
necessary changes in their policies or programmes. Media can
entertain people. This acts as an agent of change in development.
Media has brought people of the world closer to each other. Media
promote trade and industry through advertisements. Media helps the
political, democratic processes of a country and brings in positive
social changes.

Objectives of the Study:
*  To trace the women rights and protect through the Mass media in
India

¢ InIndia, mass media acts as a major communication system laying
an importantrole in society.

e Media is essential for information and educates the rights which
are important for a vast developing country like India, in order to
attain social justice.

METHODOLOGY

Law is distinct from other social sciences because of its normative
character. To achieve the desirable goals, social and ethical values, the
law not only regulates human conduct and relationship but also
provides for stability and continuity of legal system. The researcher in
his work titled "Media and Women Rights in India—A Study" feels that
the research can be fruitfully carried out by the traditional or
doctrinaire method.

Media and Women Rights:

Media in its different forms have influenced human life in the present
century. They have primarily provided information of rights (women)
and entertainment to people across countries. Print media, being the
leader over a considerable period of time now has swift competition
from Television, which is reshaping many of the social responses.
Radio apart from providing news and views has developed a flair for
entertainment and awareness of women rights. There is also the new
media with internet being its flag bearer. Internet has indeed made it
possible to disseminate information of rights of women and ideas in
real time across the globe. The term 'media’ are a composite of print,
sound and electronic. Print media remains as powerful as ever along
with newspapers, books, periodicals, etc. But Electronic media or
cable television, telecommunications and satellite broadcasting offer a
rich mix of all that is available around the world. There was a time
when people used to write on palm leaves. This was before the
discovery of paper. Some of the old manuscripts written on palm leaves
are preserved in India, National Manuscript Library in Delhi. The
Chinese were the first to invent the art of printing. They made wooden
blocks to print letters. This was started during the period of the Tang
Dynasty in 600 AD. The first printed book published in China was the
Buddhist text, the “Diamond Sutra” by Wang Chick in 868 AD. Some
copies of the Buddhist scriptures printed in 1377 are preserved in
museums in China. Media is a fourth estate in a democracy, India in
recent years has undergone rapid and in precedent changes in women
rights. These changes have also transformed the Indian media system.
Media play a major role in informing the public and thereby shaping
perceptions and through it a change in national agenda with gender
equality. They enhance literary levels of women in the society and the
technological revolution of the last two decades has its impact on the
generation, processing, dissemination and consumption of news.
Every democratic setup in the social texture has an inseparable part
that is the press, which expanded to include electronic media and new
media. The legislative, executive and judiciary are considered to be
three pillars of democracy and press is another equally important pillar
to lend its valuable support to the system of eradicate the gender
discrimination and hence it's regarded as fourth estate. Electronic
media covers radio, television, desktop computer, game console,
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handheld devices. The Internet has revolutionized the computer and
communications world like nothing before. The invention of the
telegraph, telephone, radio, and computer set the stage for this
unprecedented integration of capabilities.

Constitutional perspective:

The Indian Constitution does not provide freedom for media
separately. But there is an indirect provision for media freedom. It gets
derived from Article 19(1) (a). This Article guarantees freedom of
speech and expression. The freedom of mass media is derived
indirectly from this Article. The scope of free speech under Article 19
is very wide and embraces in itself the right of free press. Freedom of
the press and media in India provides liberty to the print and electronic
media, publish, circulate and broadcast any news or information,
whether political or non-political, without fear of censorship or
sanctions. Freedom of Speech and expression means the right to
express one's own convictions and opinions freely by words of mouth,
writing, printing, pictures or any other mode. It thus includes the
expression of one's idea through any communicable medium or visible
representation, such as gesture, signs, and the like. Moreover, it is
important to note that liberty of one must not offend the liberty of
others. Patanjali Shastri,J. in A.K. Gopalan case, observed, “man as a
rational being desires to do many things, but in a civil society his
desires will have to be controlled with the exercise of similar desires by
other individuals”. The guarantee of freedom of speech under
following heads. Although Article 19 does not express provision for
freedom of press but the fundamental right of the freedom of press
implicit in the right the freedom of speech and expression. In the
famous case Express Newspapers, Bombay (P) Ltd. v. Union of India
court observed the importance of press very aptly. Court held in this
case that “In today's free world freedom of press is the heart of social
and political intercourse. The press has now assumed the role of the
public educator making formal and non-formal education possible in a
large scale particularly in the developing world, where television and
other kinds of modern communication are not still available for all
sections of society. The 20" century, women across the globe focused
on enacting political and legal reforms to extend women's equality and
access to social institutions and to ensure protection of their rights. The
legacy of that activism carried over into women's media. The concept
of activism has changed, along with the way younger generations in the
region express and tell their stories. Social media and digital platforms
have now become a useful tool within the feminist activism
framework, not only for individuals but also for a large number of
women's rights organizations. Media is like a watch dog to democracy.

Recommendations:

¢ The media are called the fourth pillar of democracy and social
media useful tool for protect women's rights.

¢ The media must help society as well as the women development in
india

¢ Media must be a means for promoting modern scientific ideas
creating scientific temper among the youth and women.

CONCLUSION:

The researcher has studied that the media have a significant role in
formulating public opinion. Media is considered to be the 4th pillar of
the society. The other three being legislative, executive and judiciary. It
definitely plays an important role in the development of the women. No
one can deny the importance of media in current world. Now we are
calling the world as global village that is just because of media. India in
recent years has undergone rapid and unprecedented changes in
political, sociological, and economic aspects. These changes have also
transformed the Indian people (women). Media play a major role in
informing the public and thereby shaping perceptions and through it a
change in national agenda.

REFERENCES:
1.

Dr. Shashi P. misra 'Fundamental rights and the Supreme Court reasonableness of
restrictions', by Deep & Deep publications. Delhi, (1989)
2. B.R.Sharma 'Freedom of press under the Indian Constitution', Deep & Deep
publications, Delhi, (1993),
H.M.Seervai, 'Constitutional law of India', N.M.Tripathi Pvt. Ltd. 1991
4. P.M.Bakshi's, 'The Constitution of India', (universal law publication, IVth edition 2002)
5. M.P.Jain, 'Indian Constitutional law '(6th edition,2010),

w

I INDIAN JOURNAL OF APPLIED RESEARCH | 17




