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( ABSTRACT ) Discriptive Linguistic Analysis helps to describe how a language or a dialect is used by a speech community. The analysis

extends from the area of articulation, word structure, sentence, to formation of meaning. In the present study one specific
aspect of number-gender formation process occurring in a particular dialect viz. 'Amchigele Kodiyali' of Konkani Language is taken up for
analysis. The analysis gives rise to a compact paradigm of desinence- based pluralisation declensions pattern of gender categories of nouns.

( KEYWORDS : Gender-Number declension pattern, Pluralisation based on desinence of noun words )

INTRODUCTION

Amchigele Kodiyali Konkani (AKK) is a style of Konkani spoken by
'Gouda Saraswat Brahmin' Community living in and around
Mangalore-Udupi-Kasaragod towns of west coast region in India.

In any language gender of the noun influences the other forms or parts
of speech, such as number, pronouns, adjectives etc to keep up their
agreement with the noun. Hence, the Gender system plays a very
crucial role in the grammar aspect of any language. In the present paper
the gender-number-based declension patterns occurring in AKK
dialect is studied briefly. And in the analytic process, the nouns are first
classified into three gender classes, and into desinence (end-vowel of a
word) varieties occurring in each class. And in the next stage, the way
in which these end-vowels morphologically change in the process
pluralisation are analysed and categorised systematically. Hence the
approach of this brief study is morphological analysis as a part wider
Discriptive Linguistic Analysis.

Grammatical Gender System Of Languages

Gender is nothing but a basic linguistic feature where nouns are
classified into different categories like masculine, feminine, neuter etc.
Gender system is present in all the languages but varies greatly over its
usage. It reflects the diversity and complexity of human language.

Varieties In Gender Systems

The grammatical gender concept in languages have evolved over time.
For instance, the modern German and old English had a three-gender
system. But over centuries, English has lost its gender distinctions in
nouns or adjectives, except in pronouns. English, Chinese etc are
categorised as non-gendered Languages, since they do not have a
grammatical gender system. In French, Spanish, Italian etc, there is
Binary Gender Systems. For example, in French, the noun "la table"
(the table) is feminine, and "le livre" (the book) is masculine. Ternary
Gender Systems, which include neuter gender in addition to the usual
masculine and feminine. In German, for instance, nouns can be
masculine (der Hund - the dog), feminine (die Katze - the cat), or neuter
(das Auto - the car). Marathi, Sanskrit, Konkani, German etc., have
Ternary Gender Systems whereas Bangali, Hindi, French, etc. are not.
Again, some languages have a natural gender system, where gender
is assigned based on biological sex category. On the other hand, in
some languages, the grammatical genders do not correlate with
biological distinctions. For example, in Spanish, "la mano", the hand,
is feminine, though it refers to an object. Konkani is also one such
language where grammatical genders are unconnected to the
biological genders of animates and so even non-living things get
animate genders marks. Instead, the gender of Konkani noun is
decided by the end-vowel of nominal bases. This interesting aspect is
discussed in detail in the following paras.

Morphology of AK Konkani Gender-Number System

Desinence Vowels decide the genders:

Some languages, like Russian and Sanskrit, have multiple
declension classes where nouns are grouped not just by gender but by
how they inflect for number and case. In these languages, gender is
part of a larger system of noun categorization that includes other

morphological features. It is very important to note that Konkani
gender system has highly distinct structure of declension classes. So,
the end/terminal/ultimate short/long vowels which can be referred to
as the desinence vowels, are particularly very important in gender-
number determination.

Three genders of AK Konkani:

Konkani has retained the three-gender system where as many other
Indian languages closely associated to it like Bengali, have all lost
neuter genders completely. The three genders in Konkani are named
like - /puru:foliga/ masculine, /stri:ligo/ feminine, /oligo/ neuter. In
broad terms, the genders can be as marked, with certain preferred
terminals vowels as follows.

Gender  |End vowels
Masculine |/u/, /5/
Feminine |/3/, /i/
Neuter fdl, el

Gender- Number Declensional Categorization in AK Konkani

The process of formation of plurals from singulars (pluralization)
involves lexical changes. Gender is thoroughgoing distinction
throughout the declension system of Konkani. In the above section we
have named only six terminal vowels as a model to begin with. But
now in the following table a complete set of terminal vowels which
decide the respective gender class for Konkani nouns are given.

Examples
/guru/ 'teacher’ /pola/ 'pancake’
/su:va/ 'needle’ /safi/ 'seedling'
/ta:ka/ 'butter-milk' |/pa:le/ 'see’

In the masculine gender category, it is observed that the desinences of
Konkani nouns occur in seven varieties: /a//i//i://u*//u//u://3/

In the feminine gender category, it is observed that the desinences of
Konkani nouns occur in seven varieties: /a//a//o//i/ /i*//o//u:/. Please
note desinence vowels /i:/ and /a:/ even though occur in the singulars
they do not change in their pluralisation form, hence are left out in the
list.

In the neuter gender category, it is observed that the desinences of
Konkani nouns occur in seven varieties: /o//u://a///[0/ /e*//e*/

The terminal phonemes with * notations /u*//a*//e*//i*/ of nominative
singulars indicate the variety of 'masked terminals' /tf"onno u-
kararats/ etc. of respective vowels phonemes /u/ /3//¢/ /1/

Table 1: The seven-desinence based -masculine gender classes-
and the corresponding five-number pluralisation- categories

gloss end vowel based 07 end vowel based 05
categories of singulars categories of plural

'tea’ /tfa/ /a/ /tfa/ /a/

'poet’ /kavi/ 1/ /kavi:/ fiz/

'merchant' |/vjareli/ /vjareli/:

'pastor’ /padri/ /padri/

'patient’ /rogi:/ fiz/ /rogi:/

'sinner’' /papi:/ /papi:/

'labour’ /kameli:/ /kameli:/

'male’ /mani:fu/ /u*/ /manfa/ /3l
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'peacock’ |/moru/ /mora/
'cashew-ft' |/kadsu/ /kadga/

‘hand’ /hatu/ /hata/

'object’ /vastu/ /a/ /vastu:/ fuz/
'death’ /mrutju/ /mrutju:/
'mentor’ /guru/ /guru:/

'rasam’ /faru:/ /uz/ /faru:/
'sugarcane' |/kobu:/ /kobu:/

'chiku' /tfiku/ /tfiku:/

'eye' /do]d/ 3%/ /dolg/ el
'avenue' /vady/ /vadg/

'thorn' /katd/ /kate/

'share’ /vaty/ /vate/

Table 2: The seven-desinence based -feminine gender classes- and
the corresponding five-number pluralisation- categories

gloss end vowel based 07 end vowel based 05
categories of singulars categories of plural

'bead’ /ma:ni:/ i/ /manj:/ iz /

'bathroom' |[/nha:ni:/ /nhanj:/

'language' /bha:sa/ 18/ /bhasa/ s/

'wife' /ba:jala/ /bajala/

'trouble’ /pida/ /al /pida:/ az/

'punishment' |/[iks a/ /fiks a:/

'condition’ /avasta:/ /a:/  |/avasta:/

'jolly' /madga:/ /madza:/

'night’ /ratijo/ o/ /ratijo/ ljal

'queen’ /rangjo/ /ranjs/

'Scrap wood' |/ka:pati/ fil /ka:patjd/

'chain’ /sarpali/ /sarpaljo/

'ant' /muji/ /mu:ja/ A% |/mu:jd/

'cow' /ga:ji/ /ga:jo/ ol /ga:jo/

‘curry' /radaji//radaja/ /radaja/

'lob' /baji/ /baja/ /baja/

'louse’ Juz/ fuz/ [luwd/ Iwal

'sign’ /kuru:/ /Kuruwa/

Table 3: The seven-desinence based -neuter gender classes- and the
corresponding five-number pluralisation- categories

gloss end vowel based 07 end vowel based 05
categories of singulars |categories of plural

'bunch grain' |/konasa/ 13/ /kanasa/

‘paddy crop' |/fetd/ /tfeta/

'mind’ /mana/ /manay/ 13l

'pig' /moti/ /mota/

'name’ /mava/ /nava/

'sand’ /reva/ /reval

'cub’ /vasaru:/ Ju:/ /vasara/

'ball' /édu:/ /feda/

'jolly’ /madga/ /al /madga/ /al

'a ritual’ /pu:dza:/ /pu:dza/

'vegetable' /tarka:ri/ hl /tarka:ri/ hnl

'side’ /bari/ /bari/

'coral’ /mo:ti/ /mo:ti/

'child’ /fe:radii/ i/ /fe:raduva/ | /va/

'maid' /fe:qir/ /fe:duva/

'plank’ /phale/ Je*/ /phali:/ fiz/

'saliva’ /us te/ /us ti:/

'head' /mat"/ Ie*/ /mat"i:/

'cloth’ /avagale/ /avagali:/

CONCLUSIONS:

The findings of this morphological linguistic analysis led to the

following conclusions.

(1) In AKK there are three gender categories- Masculine, Feminine,
Neuter. And here the grammatical gender system does not
correlate with the biological genders

(i) In AKK the singular nouns desinence patterns are found to occur
in 21 categories, seven each, distributed evenly over the three
gender classes.

(iii) In AKK the plural forms of nouns which occur after undergoing
pluralization declensions process are found to fall into 15
categories only.

(iv) Through this analysis, a compact declension patterns are
established which can direct the plural formation for any given

singular nominal base.
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