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ABSTRACT An expost facto research design followed in the present investigation for which 120 commercial poultry

farmers ( 60 layer + 60 broiler farmers) of Rangareddy, Chittoor and East Godavari districts were selected
randomly to study the impact of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) on farming performance of commercial poultry
farmers. The data pertaining to dependent variables viz. ICT utilization and farming performance and independent variables col-
lected with the help of a pre-tested interview schedule developed for the purpose. After collection of data, farmers were divided into
three groups based on type of flock i.e. layer farmers, broiler farmers and total farmers for better analysis and presentation of results.
It was evident that 43.33 per cent of layer farmers 40.00 per cent of broiler farmers and 41.67 per cent total farmers were in the

medium category of information seeking behavior.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

RESEARCH DESIGN

Ex-post facto design adopted for the present study since the
variables chosen have occurred. According to Kerlinger(1978)
Ex-post facto research design is defined as systematic and em-
pirical enquiry in which the researcher does not have control
over independent variables because their manifestation al-
ready or they are inherently not manipulated.

LOCALE OF THE STUDY

The state of Andhra Pradesh was chosen purposively for the
study as the researcher is familiar with local language that
could definitely help the researcher to build good and quick
rapport and facilitates in depth study through careful obser-
vations.

SAMPLING PROCEDURE

Location of Regions

The present study was carried out in three regions of the
state i.e. Telangana, Costal Andhra, Rayalaseema of Andhra
Pradesh state and one district from each of region with high-
est poultry population (both in layers and broilers) was se-
lected purposively.

Selection of Districts

Three districts viz. Rangareddy, Chittoor and East Godavari of
Andhra Pradesh were selected for the study based on high-
est poultry population i.e layers and broilers. The map show-
ing Andhra Pradesh state with study area was depicted in the
fig.1.

3.2.3 Selection of Respondents: From each district
40commercial poultry farmers in equal number of 20 layer
farmers and 20 broiler farmers were selected randomly. Thus
a total 120 respondentsfrom three districts were chosen for
the study.

RESULTS
Distribution of respondents according to their Informa-
tion seeking behavior

5. No | Category %aei‘};flfers Broiler farmers [Total farmers
F (% f (% f %
1 Low 13 [21.67 |29 |48.33 42 |35.00
2 Medium |26 [43.33 (24 |40.00 50 |[41.67
3 High 21 (35.00 |7 |11.67 28 [23.33
Total 60 {100.00 (60 |100.00 120 {100.00
X =35.82 0 =5.222

On perusal of the Table 10, it was evident that 43.33 per cent
of layer farmers 40.00 per cent of broiler farmers and 41.67
per cent of total farmers were in the medium information
seeking behavior category. About 21.67per cent of layer farm-
ers 48.33 per cent of broiler farmers and 35.00 per cent of
total farmers were in the low information seeking behavior
category. It was apparent from the table that 35.00 per cent of
layer farmers, 11.67 per cent of the broiler farmers and 23.33
per cent of the total farmers were in the high information
seeking behavior category.

DISCUSSION

Information Seeking Behavior

The information seeing behavior of commercial poultry farm-
ers included several sources like formal, informal sources and
mass media. The information seeking behavior of farmers was
mostly medium among total farmers followed by low and high
categories. Among broiler farmer, it was low, medium and cat-
egories. In case of layer farmers, it was medium followed by
high and low categories.

The inquisitiveness of farmers, especially layer farmers,
placed them in medium and or high information seeking
category. The respondents of medium and high categories
contacted various sources of information to a considerable
extent, which was due to their education, as all the respond-
ents were literates and their eagerness to improve efficiency
in poultry farming by accessing latest information from vari-
ous sources. The low information seeking behavior was much
higher among broiler farmers as compared to layer farmers.
The boiler farmers were under integrated broiler farming
system where in the farmer gets technical advices, scientific
information etc. from hatcheries or integrators, who regulate
the whole operation of that farm and channel required infor-
mation to farmers at the right time through their technical
personnel.

The above observations were almost similar to the findings
reported by Goswami (1998) and Ramkumar et al, (2003)
reported consultation of formal sources. Tripathi (2001) re-
ported utilization of informal sources, while Lanjewar et al,
(2000), and Raju et al., (2005) reported use of mass media.
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