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ABSTRACT The total working population of Karnataka can be divided into main workers and marginal workers to under-
stand the role of working population. During 1991 census the total population of Karnataka was 4,49,77,201, of 

which the total workers were 1,88,86,798, which was 41.99% of the total population. The total population of Karnataka during 2001 census 
was 5,28,50,562, of which the total workers were 2,35,34,791 which was 44.53%. During 1991 census, Karnataka state had 1,72,92,117 main 
working population (91.55% to the total working population). During 2001 census, Karnataka state had 1,92,64,759 main working population 
which was 82.28% of the total working population.

Introduction
Work was defined as participation in any economically produc-
tive activity. Such participation could be physical or mental in 
nature. Work involved not only actual work but also effective su-
pervision and direction of work. It also included unpaid work on 
farm or in family enterprise.

According to 2001 census the working population of Karnataka 
is divided into “main workers” and “marginal workers”. main 
working population were those who had worked for the major 
part of the year preceding the data of enumeration i.e. those 
who were engaged in any economically productive activity for 
183 days or more, or six months or more during the reference 
period of one year.

Study Area
The Karnataka state is located in the western part of the Deccan 
Peninsular region of India and lies between 11° 35′ North Latitudes 
to 18° 30′ North Latitudes and 74° 50′ East Longitudes to 78° 35′ 
East Longitudes. 

The total geographical areas of Karnataka is 1,91,773 sq.kms. 
which shares 5.83% of India. For administrative purpose the 
state is divided into 30 districts consisting of 175 taluks, 496 
towns and 29483 inhabited villages. As per 2011 census the to-
tal population is 6.11 crores, which shows 318.60 persons density 
per sq.kms. (Fig. 1)

Objectives
The main objectives of the present study is to make taluka-wise 
analysis of main working population of Karnataka state with its 
classifications.

Methodology
The present study is based on secondary data, data is collected 
from census of India and Karnataka state at a glance. By using 
L.Q.I., Mean and S.D. Method five classifications are done for main 
working population. The Karl Pearson’s correlation method is used.

LOCATION MAP OF STUDY AREA

(Fig. 1)
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Taluka-wise Analysis of Main Working Population in Karnataka

According to 1991 census, 9 types of working population were 
recorded. Whereas, during 2001 census, 4 types of working pop-
ulation were observed. For the uniformity of the data 9 class 
of 1991 census working population is converted into 4 types of 
working population (as mentioned in the 2001 census records) 
in this researcher paper.

During 1991 census, Karnataka state had 1,72,92,117 main work-
ers (91.55% to the total working population). During 2001 cen-
sus, Karnataka state had 1,93,64,759 main workers which was 
82.28% of the total working population.

I.	 Very High Range of Total Main Working Population 
During 1991 census, no taluks appears as very high range of 
main workers. However, during 2001 census, 4 taluks namely So-
mavarpet, Kunigal, Virajpet and Siraguppa taluks appear under 
very high range of total main working population, in the range 
of 92.85% and above.

II.	 High Range of Total Main Working Population
In the high range of total main working population 20 ta-
luks are noticed in 1991 census period. These taluks show 
95.86% to 98.23% main working population. These 20 taluks 
are found in north Karnataka and south Karnataka (Table-1 
& Fig. 2). 

During 2001 census, 23 taluks are identified in high range of 
working population in the range of 86.64% to 92.84%. There 
distribution is more concentrated in the western ghats re-
gion of south Karnataka and southern coast. Six taluks are in 
northern part of Karnataka, 5 taluks in southern most part of 
Karnataka and 2 taluks in central Karnataka (Table-2 & Fig. 
3).

NOTE: 1 = SL.NO., 2 = TALUKS CODE NO., 3 = NAME OF TALUKS, 4 = TOTAL MAIN WORKING POPULATION, 5 = PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL MAIN WORKING POPULATION TO TOTAL WORKING POPULATION 
 

MAP INDEX: VERY HIGH = 98.24 and Above (00 Taluks), HIGH = 95.86 – 98.23 (20 Taluks), MODERATE = 90.48 – 95.85 (84 Taluks), LOW = 85.10 – 90.47 (47 Taluks), VERY LOW = 85.09 and Below (24 Taluks) 

Table-1 : Karnataka State : Total Main Working Population (1991) 
1 2 3 4 5 
1 2 Bangalore North 350775 98.23 
2 146 Bhadravati 116332 97.83 
3 26 Hospet 127071 97.79 
4 3 Bangalore South 355022 97.74 
5 1 Anekal 89349 97.48 
6 66 Mangalore 282297 97.38 
7 107 Virajpet 85745 97.24 
8 33 Bidar 112673 97.21 
9 171 Mundagod 30904 97.12 
10 23 Hadagali 65245 97.08 
11 144 Sindhanur 124340 97.02 
12 69 Udupi 186715 96.99 
13 91 Gulbarga 164428 96.57 
14 63 Bantval (DK) 148398 96.50 
15 27 Siraguppa 88556 96.41 
16 49 Mudgeri 60151 96.26 
17 76 Hubli 232155 96.02 
18 130 Kollegal 126949 95.97 
19 29 Sandur 69738 95.94 
20 143 Raichur 135316 95.89 
21 132 Mysore 274921 95.79 
22 175 Yallapur 24451 95.72 
23 152 Shivamoga 130970 95.30 
24 34 Homanabad 92235 95.20 
25 106 Somavarpet 83242 95.19 
26 169 Karwar 44389 95.11 
27 38 Bijapur 161192 95.07 
28 138 Gangavati 141345 95.05 
29 64 Karkal 119090 94.93 
30 141 Lingsugur 102317 94.77 
31 139 Koppal 107741 94.69 
32 88 Aland 113536 94.67 
33 46 Chikmangalor 101446 94.62 
34 142 Manvi 122551 94.62 
35 134 Piriyapatna 66494 94.53 
 

1 2 3 4 5 
36 65 Kundapur 127663 94.49 
37 55 Davanageri 186215 94.33 
38 145 Yalaburga 87896 94.29 
39 85 Shiggaon 61219 94.29 
40 48 Koppa 35667 94.25 
41 96 Yadgir 124837 94.23 
42 56 Harihar 80010 94.20 
43 110 Chikballapur 67540 94.17 
44 137 Devadurga 71005 94.12 
45 105 Mdikeri 51261 94.03 
46 116 Mulbagalu 85315 94.02 
47 86 Shirahatti 69387 93.94 
48 89 Chincholi 86337 93.90 
49 62 Beltangadi 99589 93.76 
50 136 Yalandur 30106 93.73 
51 84 Savanur 48854 93.71 
52 67 Puttur 99463 93.61 
53 87 Afzalpur 61858 93.55 
54 42 Jamakandi 119973 93.52 
55 149 Hosnagara 39974 93.51 
56 80 Nargund 38931 93.46 
57 32 Balki 83709 93.40 
58 125 Srirangapatna 60068 93.40 
59 81 Navalgund 70547 93.35 
60 90 Chitapur 116123 93.33 
61 44 Mudhol 82760 93.28 
62 70 Byadgi 47291 93.24 
63 135 Tirumakudal Narsipur 101037 93.24 
64 109 Bangarpet 127050 93.23 
65 133 Nanjanagudd 123655 93.13 
66 129 Hunasur 85559 92.77 
67 13 Belgaum 232520 92.69 
68 30 Aurad 85440 92.58 
69 122 Mandya 146602 92.50 
70 78 Kundgol 62621 92.24 
 

1 2 3 4 5 
71 11 Ramnagar 80856 92.22 
72 28 Kudalagi 91401 92.21 
73 50 Narasmharajapura 24919 92.13 
74 53 Chitradurga 122492 92.07 
75 36 Bagalkot 75064 92.05 
76 126 Chaamarajnagar 119023 91.99 
77 112 Gouribidanur 101042 91.99 
78 94 Shapur 90097 91.94 
79 20 Ramdurg 86907 91.93 
80 82 Ranebennur 101744 91.92 
81 166 Bhatkal 36113 91.90 
82 104 Sakleshpur 55183 91.86 
83 17 Khanapur 92820 91.82 
84 117 Sidlgatta 69575 91.71 
85 68 Sulya 49234 91.67 
86 93 Sedam 71106 91.61 
87 173 Sirsi 60718 91.47 
88 153 Sorab 62118 91.44 
89 174 Supa 17143 91.31 
90 95 Shorapur 118861 91.31 
91 170 Kumata 46079 91.23 
92 111 Chintamani 100708 91.23 
93 41 Indi 122171 91.13 
94 39 Bilagi 52935 91.12 
95 61 Molkalmur 43503 91.09 
96 114 Kolar 104729 91.08 
97 151 Shikaripur 71495 90.98 
98 92 Jevargi 82837 90.87 
99 54 Challkeri 117003 90.77 
100 115 Malur 71332 90.71 
101 108 Bagepalli 66527 90.70 
102 160 Pavagad 92586 90.69 
103 113 Gudibanda 20503 90.68 
104 25 Harapanahalli 101690 90.56 
105 127 Gundlupet 84741 90.43 
 

1 2 3 4 5 
106 74 Haveri 88427 90.39 
107 71 Dharwad 81450 90.33 
108 57 Hiriyur 94720 90.29 
109 128 Heggadadevanakote 88930 90.26 
110 83 Ron 90781 90.22 
111 124 Pandavapur 64910 90.18 
112 147 Channagiri 98168 90.02 
113 43 Muddebihal 83480 89.86 
114 19 Rayabag 98705 89.85 
115 45 Sindagi 108294 89.75 
116 73 Hangal 80125 89.49 
117 150 Sagar 67103 89.44 
118 98 Arkalgud 69575 89.42 
119 52 Turvekeri 78426 89.36 
120 72 Gadag 106085 89.33 
121 168 Honnavar 46142 89.31 
122 10 Nelamangal 48973 89.30 
123 148 Honnali 80397 89.29 
124 154 Tirthalli 54427 89.05 
125 24 Hagaribomman Halli 60781 89.03 
126 37 Basavan Bagevadi 101740 89.00 
127 40 Hungund 93921 88.99 
128 167 Haliyal 38688 88.82 
129 140 Kushatagi 78484 88.81 
130 79 Mundargi 44293 88.61 
131 18 Parsgad 112456 88.59 
132 5 Devanahalli 63365 87.89 
133 51 Sringeri 13415 87.88 
134 121 Malavalli 94916 87.69 
135 31 Basavakalyan 92554 87.36 
136 21 Sampgaon (Bailhongal) 122902 87.31 
137 16 Hukkeri 113720 87.20 
138 102 Hasan 120087 87.05 
139 99 Arasikeri 100416 87.05 
140 6 Dodaballapur 83699 86.99 
 

1 2 3 4 5 
141 8 Kanakpur 116286 86.93 
142 162 Tiptur 72788 86.90 
143 77 Kalhgatagi 52810 86.48 
144 35 Badami 99656 86.30 
145 118 Srinivaspur 67193 85.97 
146 12 Athani 137697 85.83 
147 161 Sira 101933 85.82 
148 131 Krishnarajana 81810 85.61 
149 7 Hoskot 70168 85.49 
150 14 Chikkodi 180748 85.44 
151 60 Jagalur 58816 85.40 
152 15 Gokak 165239 85.09 
153 4 Channapa Patna 87770 85.03 
154 163 Tumkur 152316 84.55 
155 100 Belur 67419 83.92 
156 120 Maddur 117072 83.77 
157 156 Gubbi 89973 83.49 
158 159 Madhugiri 106233 83.21 
159 165 Ankola 33328 83.07 
160 157 Koratagere 64061 83.03 
161 58 Holalkeri 67906 82.62 
162 172 Siddapur 36883 82.47 
163 75 Hirekerur 73222 82.42 
164 123 Nagamandla 67573 82.25 
165 47 Kadur 98253 81.98 
166 59 Hosadurga 73196 80.91 
167 9 Magadi 71926 80.23 
168 158 Kurigal 94515 80.23 
169 97 Alur 30332 80.14 
170 101 Channarayapatna 87871 79.30 
171 103 Hole Narsipur 58646 78.78 
172 164 Turuvekeri 67725 78.58 
173 119 Krishnarajpet 82003 78.57 
174 155 Chikkanayakanahalli 74066 75.39 
175 22 Bellary 205505 54.82 
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NOTE: 1 = SL.NO., 2 = TALUKS CODE NO., 3 = NAME OF TALUKS, 4 = TOTAL MAIN WORKING POPULATION, 5 = PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL MAIN WORKING POPULATION TO TOTAL POPULATION 
 

MAP INDEX: VERY HIGH = 92.85 and Above (04 Taluks), HIGH = 86.64 – 92.84 (23 Taluks), MODERATE = 80.43 – 86.63 (57 Taluks), LOW = 74.22 – 80.42 (64 Taluks), VERY LOW = 74.21 and Below (27 Taluks) 

Table-2 : Karnataka State : Total Main Working Population (2001) 
1 2 3 4 5 
1 106 Somvarpet 92464 94.16 
2 158 Kunigal 113057 93.84 
3 107 Virajpet 94831 93.74 
4 27 Siruguppa 112424 93.07 
5 66 Mangalore 366003 92.59 
6 132 Mysore 339926 91.98 
7 49 Mudigere 65690 91.59 
8 122 Mandya 158033 91.53 
9 80 Nargund 40030 90.92 
10 3 Bangalore South 382298 90.82 
11 104 Sakleshpur 62824 90.79 
12 26 Hospet 143909 90.44 
13 63 Bantval 180126 90.32 
14 22 Bellary 239793 90.08 
15 76 Hubli 285930 89.96 
16 105 Madikeri 60279 89.94 
17 13 Belgaum 273302 88.99 
18 110 Chik Ballapur 82058 88.86 
19 64 Karkal 88912 88.83 
20 69 Udupi 204549 88.69 
21 2 Bangalore North 315091 88.41 
22 55 Davanagere 204016 87.6 
23 50 Narasimharajapura 26226 87.45 
24 72 Gadag 124916 87.13 
25 56 Harihar 85461 86.82 
26 173 Sirsi 67084 86.82 
27 150 Sagar 76242 86.71 
28 51 Sringeri 14162 86.48 
29 62 Beltangadi 110594 86.44 
30 146 Bhadravati 113145 86.36 
31 134 Piriyapatna 88035 86.26 
32 175 Yellapur 26465 86.14 
33 11 Ramanagaram 95150 85.96 
34 4 Channapatna 98539 85.94 
35 86 Shirhatti 78564 85.93 
 

1 2 3 4 5 
36 152 Shimoga 149698 85.9 
37 100 Belur 79187 85.74 
38 46 Chikmagalur 108584 85.59 
39 109 Bangarapet 139923 85.47 
40 78 Kundgol 68388 85.2 
41 71 Dharwad 94727 85.17 
42 114 Kolar 136391 85.13 
43 74 Haveri 97518 84.93 
44 101 Channarayapatna 122443 84.91 
45 5 Devanahalli 74971 84.68 
46 7 Hosakote 86136 84.65 
47 48 Koppa 33279 84.33 
48 28 Kudligi 112100 84.32 
49 167 Haliyal 44107 84.27 
50 68 Sulya 61717 84.22 
51 42 Jamkhandi 140083 84.16 
52 1 Anekal 109863 84.07 
53 123 Nagamangala 81424 83.79 
54 112 Gauribidanur 119198 83.56 
55 143 Raichur 148867 83.34 
56 97 Alur 36066 83.16 
57 20 Ramdurg 94511 83.12 
58 53 Chitradurga 131495 83.06 
59 6 Dod Ballapur 105989 82.91 
60 163 Tumkur 195234 82.81 
61 61 Molakalmuru 47096 82.77 
62 10 Nelamangala 64511 82.62 
63 118 Srinivaspur 79773 82.59 
64 102 Hassan 144250 82.58 
65 16 Hukeri 136332 82.45 
66 15 Gokak 187015 82.38 
67 128 Heggadadevankote 103171 82.26 
68 57 Hiriyur 104102 82.22 
69 18 Parasgad 123743 82.12 
70 14 Chikodi 217695 81.87 
 

1 2 3 4 5 
71 67 Puttur 123069 81.81 
72 82 Ranibennur 114054 81.81 
73 91 Gulbarga 182003 81.73 
74 33 Bidar 108825 81.53 
75 19 Raybag 114212 81.49 
76 168 Honavar 51810 81.32 
77 24 Hagaribommanahalli 58520 81.23 
78 83 Ron 97210 81.2 
79 149 Hosanagara 40244 81.07 
80 119 Krishnarajpet 98213 81.06 
81 79 Mundargi 48043 81.04 
82 84 Savanur 55120 80.95 
83 117 Sidlaghatta 86527 80.9 
84 90 Chitapur 113667 80.49 
85 41 Indi 117185 80.42 
86 116 Mulbagal 92082 80.42 
87 139 Koppal 113351 80.41 
88 157 Koratagere 72896 80.38 
89 148 Honnali 84494 80.32 
90 124 Pandavapura 72444 80.26 
91 54 Challakere 131995 80.13 
92 38 Bijapur 167598 80.1 
93 81 Navalgund 79092 80.09 
94 21 Sampgaon 123821 79.96 
95 36 Bagalkot 81121 79.95 
96 23 Hadagalli 66715 79.62 
97 161 Sira 128662 79.6 
98 162 Tiptur 86739 79.5 
99 133 Nanjangud 124175 79.48 
100 108 Bagepalli 72979 79.34 
101 142 Manvi 126742 79.18 
102 29 Sandur 67908 79.04 
103 75 Hirekerur 78737 78.87 
104 111 Chintamani 109587 78.85 
105 65 Kundapura 123826 78.64 
 

1 2 3 4 5 
106 59 Hosadurga 85517 78.46 
107 174 Supa 17202 78.33 
108 52 Tarikere 78410 78.28 
109 131 Krishnarajanagara 87872 78.22 
110 39 Bilgi 53074 77.92 
111 151 Shikarpur 76952 77.89 
112 164 Turuvekere 66628 77.82 
113 171 Mundgod 32234 77.71 
114 169 Karwar 44359 77.69 
115 47 Kadur 102479 77.58 
116 17 Khanapur 89790 77.52 
117 8 Kanakapura 128339 77.45 
118 156 Gubbi 105766 77.29 
119 85 Shiggaon 61296 77.07 
120 77 Kalghatgi 58881 77.05 
121 170 Kumta 44293 77.05 
122 99 Arsikere 117133 77.03 
123 130 Kollegal 125113 77.03 
124 44 Mudhol 89564 77.02 
125 127 Gundlupet 80538 76.96 
126 138 Gangawati 134290 76.67 
127 155 Chiknayakanhalli 80210 76.57 
128 121 Malavalli 98604 76.49 
129 73 Hangal 78973 76.33 
130 120 Maddur 107372 76.32 
131 135 Tirumakudal Narsipur 82423 76.3 
132 32 Bhalki 76205 76.17 
133 98 Arkalgud 77195 76.17 
134 115 Malur 75381 75.86 
135 94 Shahpur 99139 75.79 
136 154 Tirthahalli 60622 75.52 
137 153 Sorab 69929 75.41 
138 147 Channagiri 92292 75.27 
139 31 Basavakalyan 89703 75.14 
140 166 Bhatkal 39986 75.08 
 

1 2 3 4 5 
141 37 Basavana Bagevadi 99786 75.01 
142 95 Shorapur 109649 74.98 
143 160 Pavagada 97726 74.92 
144 113 Gudibanda 20768 74.86 
145 12 Athni 177224 74.72 
146 34 Homnabad 79889 74.35 
147 126 Chamarajanagar 111163 74.31 
148 144 Sindhnur 124744 74.28 
149 40 Hungund 91818 74.18 
150 70 Byadgi 45523 73.94 
151 25 Harapanhall 95701 73.69 
152 60 Jagalur 69762 73.61 
153 129 Hunsur 100527 73.58 
154 125 Shrirangapattana 63692 73.48 
155 140 Kushtagi 83408 73.27 
156 145 Yelbarga 91159 73.19 
157 159 Madhugiri 103373 73 
158 45 Sindgi 95166 72.98 
159 103 Hole Narsipur 63729 72.82 
160 93 Sedam 66359 72.63 
161 35 Badami 95990 72.52 
162 92 Jevargi 78852 72.41 
163 30 Aurad 70363 72.36 
164 43 Muddebihal 72237 72.35 
165 89 Chincholi 80993 72.3 
166 87 Afzalpur 54890 71.42 
167 58 Holalkere 75830 71.34 
168 96 Yadgir 118666 70.9 
169 88 Aland 106212 69.59 
170 9 Magadi 73017 69.37 
171 165 Ankola 36386 68.92 
172 172 Siddapur 37707 65.83 
173 141 Lingsugur 88642 64.68 
174 136 Yelandur 20147 63.53 
175 137 Devadurga 55352 62.15 
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III.	Moderate Range of Total Main Working Population
During 1991 census, 84 taluks are noticed in moderate catego-
ry in the range of 90.48% to 95.85%, these taluks are scattered 
all over Karnataka. During 2001 census, 57 taluks are identified 
in the range of 80.43% to 86.63% of total main working popu-
lation, 21 taluks are located in northern part of Karnataka. 
Remaining 36 taluks are distributed in southern part of Karna-
taka. 

IV.	 Low Range of Total Main Working Population
During 1991 census, 47 taluks are observed in low category of 
total main working population in the range of 85.10% to 90.47%. 
These taluks are distributed in the whole of Karnataka.

During 2001 census, 64 taluks are noticed in low range of to-
tal main working population, in the range of 74.22% to 80.42%. 
These taluks are scattered all over Karnataka. 

V.	 Very Low Range of Total Main Working Population
During 1991 census 24 taluks are noticed in the very low range 
i.e. 85.09% and below. The total main working population of this 
category is found in a clustered manner in the southern part of 
Karnataka that too towards the northern part of Bangalore dis-
trict. Out of these, 3 taluks are in central-western part of Karna-
taka namely Shikaripur, Ankola and Siddapur, while one taluk 
i.e. Gokak in the north-western part of Karnataka.

During 2001 census, 27 taluks are noticed in very low category 
of the total main working population in the range of 74.21% and 
below. Out of these, 15 taluks are noticed in north-eastern part 
of Karnataka, 6 taluks are found in central part of Karnataka 
and another 6 taluks are found in southern Karnataka. 

Correlation Analysis
Correlation analysis of number of total main working popula-
tion and other variables: In this study 10 variables of main 
workers development variables are considered for correlation. 
The following variables show the strength and direction of cor-
relation. The positive and very high significant correlation 
is observed with general density (r=0.90), number of literates 
(r=0.97), number of male literates (r=0.94) and urban popula-
tion (r=0.94). The positive with significant correlation is no-
ticed with rural literates (r=0.43), and net sown area (0.42). A 
positive with low significant correlation is noticed with rural 
workers (r=0.38). The positive with very low significant cor-
relation is noticed with rural female workers (r=0.20) and sec-
ondary workers (r=0.15).

Conclusion
The main working population is not uniform, in all the 175 ta-
luks of Karnataka. The qualitative change of secondary and ter-
tiary working population is significantly different in urban cen-
tres. The rural area has made agricultural system in Karnataka 
to remain in the not well developed system.

This study reveals that in order to increase main working oppor-
tunities in moderate to very low range of main working popula-
tion taluks, the urban centres are not developed as secondary 
and tertiary work opportunities and rural area are not devel-
oped good for agricultural activities so as to provide full employ-
ment to the eligible persons need at such taluks. 

References
1.	 	 Atal Yogesh (1971): Some Aspects of Employment and Unemployment. Vikas 

Publishing House Pvt. Ltd., Delhi & Bombay, pp. 233-234.

2.	 	 Akram Hannan (2013): Dimensions of Literacy and Occupational Structure in 

Eastern Uttar Pradesh, India. Geographical Review of India, pp. 130-134.

3.	 	 Beaujeu Garnier (1974): The Working Population Geography. Geography of Pop-

ulation printed in Great Britain by Whitstable Litho Ltd., Whitstable, Kent, p. 

291.



366 IJSR - INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH

Volume : 5 | Issue : 3 | March 2016 • ISSN No 2277 - 8179 �| IF : 3.508 | IC Value : 69.48
Research Paper

4.	 	 Bhattacharjee P.J. (1982): Labour Force Redistribution in Karnataka during 

1951-71. I.E.R. Dharwad, Vol. XVII, No. 1, pp. 16-17.

5.	 	 Chuttan Khan and Ali Mohammad : Concentration and Growth of Agricultural 

Labourers in Rajasthan - A Study of Employment of Rural Surplus Labour. NAGI 

Journal of India, Vol. 44, pp. 201-202.

6.	 	 Goutam Mathur : True Employment and Non Employment. Sterling Publishers 

Pvt. Ltd., New Delhi, pp. 1-2.


