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ABSTRACT
This paper deals with the records of 25 species of mites under 14 genera, 8 families,3 orders and 9 species of insects under 7 genera,6 families and 2 
orders, occurring on leafy ornamental and floricultural  plants at Narendrapur campus of Ramakrishna Mission and its  adjoining areas. There were 
2 species of mites viz. Eutetranychus orientalis on Nerium indicum and Oligonychus biharensis on Polyalthia longifolia were found as most 
injurious pests while among insects  Aphis gossypii on Tagetes erecta and Kola vesta on Pleumeria sp. Were most important pests. The mite species 
Euseius ovalis on Hibiscus rosa-sinensis and Euseius alstoniae on Malvaviscus arboreus were important predators. Among insects there was not a 
single predatory species.
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INTRODUCTION-
The campus of Ramakrishna Mission Ashram, Narendrapur, spread 
over 150 acres of land have diverse types of leafy ornamental and 
floricultural plants. Many of those plants were found infested with both 
mites and insects, of which, some were phytophagous doing noticeable 
damage of different degrees and on the contrary, there were some 
which were potentially important as predators.  Since so far not much 
study has been undertaken to explore and document the mites, this 
study was undertaken to explore and document the mites and insects of 
those plants from Narendrapur campus and its adjoining areas and the 
present paper embodies the results thereof. Though earlier nothing has 
been done exclusively on mites and insects occurring on leafy 
ornamental and floricultural plants of South 24 Parganas but 
Gupta(212) reported over 50 species of mites from 51 types of such 
plants from India which included a few from South 24 Parganas also.

METERIAL AND METHODS-
The fortnightly surveys were conducted to collect mites and insects 
from leafy ornamental and floricultural plants available at 
Narendrapur campus during August 217- March 218. The collection of 
both mites and insects were done by directly examining the leaves 

under 20x lens in the field and collecting the specimens with a fine 
brush. Besides, some infested leaves were also brought to the 
laboratory for examining under stereo binocular microscope and 
collecting the mites. The preservation was done in 70% alcohol for 
mites and soft bodied insects and some insects were kept dry. The mites 
were mounted in the Hoyer's medium and the identification was done 
by the authors themselves as well as for insects, the help of ZSI experts 
was also taken.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION-
The identification of collected mites revealed the occurrence of a total 
of 25 species under 14 genera 8 families and 3 orders. This included 15 
species under 7 genera, 4 families and 1 order of phytophagous mites 
and the corresponding figures for predatory mites were 10, 7, 4 and 2, 
respectively. All those species have been listed in Table-1 along with 
their hosts/habitats, localities, relative abundance as well their 
economic importance under remarks column. Likewise, there were, 9 
species of insects under 7 genera, 6 families and 2 orders as listed in 
Table-2 and all were phytophagous in nature. The other relevant data 
have also been given there. Both Tables 1 and 2 are self-explanatory.
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Table 1: List of phytophagous and predatory mites collected from leafy ornamental and floricultural plants at Narendrapur campus 
and adjoining areas during August, 2017 to March, 2018.
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Table 2: List of insects
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