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Yadagiri Fort: Yadgir Fort is one of the largest hill forts in Karnataka
which offers a commanding view of the surrounding plains. It is
belived to be originally built by Kalyana Chalukyas and later
strengthened by Yadava rulers and expanded under Muslim rulers. In
terms of size and strength, Yadgiri fort can be compared to other hill
forts like Chitradurga and Ballari as these forts are built over rocky
hills and have multiple levels.

Shorapur Fort: The Nayaks of Shorapur, who ruled Shorapur from
around 1639 to 1857, have left an indelible mark on the history of the
region. They built Shorapur city and a fort which was ruined by the
attack of Mughals. However, it is believed Nayaks forces defeated
Mughal forces and repossessed the fort. The fort walls are spread over
several steep faced hills surrounding the town. It is also known for its
old hilltop bungalow called Taylor Manzil built by Philip Meadows
Taylor, a British officer who was commissioned to look after the
Shorapur Principality.

Vanadurga Fort: Vanadurga Fort It is said that this fort was
surrounded by thick forest in olden times; hence the name Vanadurga
(Vana means forest and Durg means fort). On both sides of entrance
gate, one finds a stone tablet with Sanskrit inscriptions of five lines in
Devanagari script. The entrance is protected by a security complex
with a curved path created by crescent shaped walls which was
designed to confuse enemy soldiers entering the fort. Inside the fort the
remains of the rooms of the guards and of the officers can be seen.

Taylor Manzil: Taylor Manzil is a T-shaped, around 180-year-old
bungalow built in 1840 by British officer Philip Meadows Taylor. This
bungalow, built to resemble the letter 'T", has at least one door on every
outer wall. There are four rooms and as many as 27 doors. Taylor had
constructed the building with safety on his mind as he had come to
Shorapur at a very difficult time with issues regarding the local
Principality. It was designed to have escape routes in all directions.
When every door is closed and when any door is shaken, all the other
doors begin to shake - this has been done as a warning system in case of
an attack. A very good example of architectural design based on
acoustic construction and science.

Rajavenkatappa Nayaka Kote and Palace: Located in Shorapura
town, 52 kms from Yadgiri, Raja Venkatappa Fort & Palace was the
stronghold of the last prominent ruler of Nayaka dynasty.

Religious Places

Chaya Bhagavati Temple: Located on the banks of the River Krishna
and Around 3 km from Narayanapur, is a temple dedicated to Goddess
Chaya Devi, who is the wife of Surya Deva (Sun God). It's actually a
small shrine at the base of a huge boulder. During specific days of the
year, the Sun'srays fall directly on the deity.

Mailarlingeshwar Temple, Mailapur: It is home to the famous
temple of Sri Mailapur Mailarlingeshwar dedicated to Lord Shiva. The
temple attracts thousands of devotees during 'Makara Sankramana”
festival from all over the State.

Kodekal Basavanna Temple: A small village Kodekal in Yadgiri
district is home to Kodekal Basavanna Temple, the shrine dedicated to
Saint Kodekal Basawanna. The Saint was a follower of the 12-century
Shaivite philosopher Saint Basavanna. He is credited with writing the
Kala Gnana (Divine Knowledge of Time).

Vishwaradhya Temple, Abbetumkur: Abbetumkur village is
located around 10 km from Yadgiri and is well known for Sri

Vishwaradhya Temple and Sidda Samsthana Matha. Here, you will get
to know Saint Vishwaradhaya and his preaching's. The temple attracts
thousands of devotees in the annual jatre held during Shivarathri time
in February-March.

Siddalingeshwar Temple: It is a panchakuta temple with four
garbagrihas (sanctum sanctorum), an intricate architecture model
which is arranged in four directions. The ceiling of the navaranga are
attractive and the pillars carry beautiful carvings.

Venugopalaswamy Temple, Surapur: This temple is dedicated to Sri
Venugopalaswamy and this temple consists of a garbhagriha, antarala
and an open sabhamandapa. It was constructed by Raja Pitambar
Bahari Pidda Nayaka in 1705. It has a beautiful and attractive stucco
sculptures. The annual fair takes place during the festival of
Gokulashtami.

Chanda Hussain Dargah: Located in Gogi, 47 kms from Yadgiri city,
Chanda Hussain Dargah is a popular religious and community centre
in Yadgiri.

Sofi Sarmast durga: The famous Sofi Sarmast Dargah is in Shahapur
taluka village called Sagar. The durga attracts thousands of people in
the urs of Sofi Sarmast.

Bheemarayan Gudi (B.Gudi): A famous temple of Bhalabhima
Sena, Sankramana In January is a major celebration.

Thithini Mouneshwar Temple: This temple dedicated to Saint
Mouneshwara and is located around 20 km south to Shorapur. It is also
believed that it used to an Agrahara (Education Center) during the
period of Vikramiditya VI's reign. Even though it is a temple, the
architecture also displays the features of a mosque. The building is a
blend of Hindu and Islamic styles. Saint Mouneshwara is believed to
be a very holy saint who could work miracles and it were seen across
these regions including Vijayapura, Bagalakote, Haveri etc. Since
Saint Mouneshwara had both Hindu and Muslim devotees, it is
possible the latter called him by the name of Moinuddin. Thus, the
temple attracts both Hindu and Muslim devotees. An excellent
example of communal harmony.

Shirval Village: Shirval is a small village and a place of historical
importance situated about 15 km from Shahapur with the River Bhima
nearby. There are around twenty temples in the village. Among them,
the temple complex of Nagayya and Nannayya is the oldest and are
considered as fabulous architectural works of the Rashtrakuta Empire..

Wildlife

Bonal Bird Sanctuary: Located in Bonal village in Shorapur is the
Bonal Lake and this is the second largest bird sanctuary after
Ranganthittu Bird Sanctuary in Karnataka. The lake is believed to be
built by Surpur King Raja Pam Naik in the 17th century. Many species
of birds visit this lake including migratory birds which is surrounded
by rocky hillocks. The birds which frequent the sanctuary included
purple heron, white-necked stork, white ibis, black ibis, bar-headed
goose, snake bird, purple moorhen, Indian moorhen, large egret, pond
heron, and cattle egret.

Sleeping Buddha Hill: Located near Shahpur at Shahpur- Kalburgi
Road is the Sleeping Buddha Hill. A set of around 4 hills when viewed
horizontally over a distance create a silhouette of a sleeping figure
projecting a sharp nose, curly hair tied like a bun and hands placed on
the chest resembling Lord Buddha; hence the name Sleeping Buddha.
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Though the hill resembles sleeping Buddha any time of the day, the
best time see would be at sunrise and sunset.

Lumbini Park: Lake and recreational facility in Yadgiri town.

Sannakere: Sanna Kere is a tank and recreational area located right
inside Yadgiri town

Narayanpur Dam (Basava Sagar Dam): Narayanpur Dam is built
across Krishna River and the then Prime Minister Sri. Lal Bahadur
Shastri laid the foundation stone in 1962. The Dam was initially a
single purpose project and was meant for irrigation but drinking water
and electricity generation are some of the other functions of this dam.

Yadgir located northern part of Karnataka. Yadagiri District is
geographically, historically, religiously and culturally rich and diverse.
It has fertile black corrton soil and the plains of the river Krishna and
Bhima have provided suitable envrion for human habitation. Remains
belonging to the pre-historic period have been found in places
Hunasagi, Budihal, Rajan koulur, etc. Stone Age rock bruising and
paintings are found in Balichkra. The district also abounds in rich
architecture of different periods and reigns of various dynasties.
Temples, Basadis, Buddhist centres, Mosques and Churches are the
places of attraction. A wide range of landscapes, mountains, rivers,
ponds waterfalls are heavens boon to the land.

Gogi

Is aplace of historical importance. located 12 km from Shahapur. Gogi
popularly known for Chanda Hussaini Dargha. Mir Taj-ud-din built a
beautiful palace in 1551 here. The Inscription on the doorway of the
Chanda Hussaini Dargha mentions the construction in 1604 by
Mutavali Shaikh Miyan.During the Adil Shahi rule it was famous as
Gogi-Mahal in the compound of Chanda Hussaini Dargha is found
beautiful mosque called Kali Masjid built in period of Adil Shahi in
1745

Siddalingeshwar Temple
Itis a panchakuta temple with four separate ”garbhagruha” An intricate
architecture model which is arranged in four directions The ceiling of
the navaranga are attractive and the pillars carry beautiful carvings.

Shiravala The South Varanasi
Shiravala The South Varanasi Is a place of historical importance
situated at 15 k. m. from Shahaspur and about 2 km interior on the right
bank of river Bhima. Here are almost 20 temples. Shiravala temples
pertain to the transition phase from Rastrakuta to Kalyani Chalukya
and to Kalachuri period and some of them are excellent creations.
Nagayya and Nannayya temples are considered as fabulous
architectural works of the Rastrakutas.

Taylor Manzil (Bungalow)
British officer Philip Meadows Taylor in 1840 he builds a huge well
known techniques Bungalow of its construction, there are four rooms

many as 27 doors!!. When any door of the building is closed or opened
all the doors begin to shake

Venugopalaswami Temple Surapur:

Venugopalaswami Temple constructed by Raja Pitambar bahari Pidda
Nayaka (1693-1726) in 1705 nearby beautiful Devara bhavi, is one of
the Surapur Nayaks worthy structures. It has a beautiful and attractive
stucco sculptures.The annual fair takes place on Gokulastami. People
flock here to witness the spilling of Niru-Okuli from the top ofa 35 feet
high.

Again close to Venugopalaswamy shrine is a partially built temple. As
you see construction has been abandoned while walls were being built.
The space between the two half built walls was meant for Garbhagriha
and the circle would have been the center of Sabha Mantapa. Also there
was a large collection of semi-finished beams and columns, all meant
for this temple. I guess Wagangera was a feudatory of Vijayanagara
empire and this temple was being constructed then. Looks like- after
the fall of Vijayanagara at Talikoti battle all temple constructions were
halted.

Shahapur, Karnataka

Shahapur is a city and taluka headquarter located in the Yadgir district
of Indian state of Karnataka. Shahapur is 597 km north of Bangalore
and well connected by road to Gulbarga (70 km), Hyderabad (240 km),
Bidar (160 km), Raichur (90 km) and Yadgir (32 km).

Demographics

As per 2011 Indian census, Shahapur had a population of 57,129.
Males constitute 52% of the population and females 48%. Shahapur
has an average literacy rate of 52%, lower than the national average of
65.38% and also lower than the state literacy which is 67%: shahapur
male literacy is 61%, and female literacy is 43%. In Shahapur, 16% of
the population is under 6 years of age. Shahapur is Muslim majority
city in Karnataka with 20% Hindus.

The Town Municipal Council (TMC) Shahapur was constituted in
1954 and this TMC is upgraded (in 2015) as a (CMC) (City Municipal
Council). The CMC has 32 wards and equal number of councilors.
Shahapura CMC stretches to an area of 13.65 km2. Summer
Temperature as high as 45 -43 degree Celsius and Winter Temp-27
degree Celsius

As per the mythology the old name of Shahapur was "Sagar". In
support of this name there is historical evidence such as the sobriquet
of the Vijayanagara Kingdom's last ruler Ramaraya (son in law of
Srikrishna Devaraya), who was also called as "Sagara
Sankramanaraya".[citation needed] After the Muslim attack the name
of the city was changed to Nusratabad. As per historians after attack
"Sagar "village is shifted to the other side of the hill line and the
original Sagar has been abandoned for some time and it was called as
"Halu Sagar".[citation needed] As time passes and now it is called as
"Hali sagar" means Old Sagar. The area between Krishna and Bhima
river is called "Sagara Nadu". It consists of Shahapur, Surpur
(Shorapur) and Jewargi talukas.[citation needed]
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