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In India, child marriage is widely practiced particularly in rural areas. Newspapers have recently reported solemnization of
thousands of marriages in Rajasthan during the festival of Akha Teej" without any interference from the authorities" It is indeed
surprising to note that the marriage of nine minor daughters of one Manu Singh was celebrated simultaneously in Gujarat. The
most distressing fact is that even educated people deliberately break the law with full awareness of its consequences. Reports
from Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Assam Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra point cut the gravity of the
problem of child marriage in India. Children are considered to be the most precious legacy of a nation. They are to be nurtured,
loved and protected. They deserve care, understanding and above all the best that man can offer. They have an inborn right
to justice, freedom and opportunity for development irrespective of their nationality, caste, creed, and sex. Justice Subba Rao,
the former Chief Justice of India emphasized this in the following words.
"Social justice begins with Children. Unless the tender plant is properly tended and nourished it has little chance of
L growing into strong and useful tree. So the first priority in the scale of social justice must be given to the welfare of the children.

Introduction:

Children are considered to be the most precious legacy of a
nation. They are to be nurtured, loved and protected. They
deserve care, understanding and above all the best that man
can offer. They have an inborn right to justice, freedom and
opportunity for development irrespective of their nationality,
caste, creed, and sex. Justice Subba Rao, the former Chief
Justice of India emphasized this in the following words.

“Social justice begins with Children. Unless the tender plant is
properly tended and nourished it has little chance of growing
into strong and useful tree. So the first priority in the scale
of social justice must be given to the welfare of the children.

Children ‘a supremely important national asset’. But this ap-
pears to be a myth rather than a reality. Since ancient times,
children seem to have been exploited in many ways within the
family and society. Child marriage, the age old means, is one
of the worst forms of such exploitation.

Child Marriage:

Child marriage is the marriage of children. Sometimes, the
marriage of a boy with a girl is celebrated; sometimes an elder
contracts a marriage with a minor girl. Both these are child
marriage. Legally it is defined as ‘a marriage to which either
of the contracting parties is child'. It is a socially established
practice that has been carried on from generation to genera-
tion, of course with the blessings of the religion, in particu-
lar.Child marriage is a universal phenomenon. According to
the report of the UNICEEF, it can be found in every nook and
corner of the world. But it is most common is Sub-Saharan
Africa and South Asia. Democratic Republic of Cong, Niger,
Uganda, Male and Cameroon are the countries in Sub-Sa-
hara area where this menace is equite prevalent. In South
Asia, it is widely spread in Bangladesh, Afghanistan, Nepal,
Pakistan and India.

In India, child marriage is widely practiced particularly in ru-
ral areas. Newspapers have recently reported solemnization
of thousands of marriages in Rajasthan during the festival of
Akha Teej” without any interference from the authorities” It
is indeed surprising to note that the marriage of nine minor
daughters of one Manu Singh was celebrated simultaneously
in Gujarat. The most distressing fact is that even educated
people deliberately break the law with full awareness of its

consequences. Reports from Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Assam Tamil Nadu and Maharash-
tra point cut the gravity of the problem of child marriage in
India.

The State of Kerala having a higher age at marriage is also
not free from the menace. In spite of Kerala’s high level of
education and progressive social environment, an alarmingly
large number of teenage girls are married off every year. The
Arabic marriage of the northern districts of Kerala especially
Malappuram, is a striking example which illustrates the eco-
nomic exploitation of daughters by parents.

Generally the social evil is common among the lower state of
the society. The causes of child marriage are manifold. Tradi-
tional religious, and social acceptance of child marriage is a
predominant reason for its prevalence moreover, many socie-
ties believe that women are weak and needs protection and
this may be a factor which forces the presents to perform the
marriage of their daughters at a young age. Poverty or eco-
nomic struggle is yet another major factor. The social prestige
attached to child marriage serve as an additional impetus for
its growth. Lack of education and low status of women also
play a significant role in the persistence of child marriage.

It appears that in India, religious, social and economic factors
are more responsible for the growth of this baneful custom. In
the past it has its origin in the foremost need, to protect un-
married girls from the foreign invaders and hence early mar-
riage was preferred. Later on this became a social custom
the people in the village or Rajasthan and Bihar often justified
this evil saying that they are bound to follow the traditional
custom. The Hindu community gave undue importance to vir-
ginity and chastity of woman. Their urge to protest the purity
of women resulted in early marriage.

Dowry is another contributing factor for the growth of the evil
custom in India. Fear of payment of dowry in the case of a girl
married after puberty further compounded the problem. The
amount of dowry normally goes up for the grown up girl child.
Hence, parents prefer early marriage for girls.

Girl children are the worst affected by child marriage. Gener-
ally a girl child is subjected to more abuses than a male child.
The girl child is counted as another’s property 'a guest’ house
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or a thing which has to given away. The patriarchal society
views girl children as a burden, a course and a liability. She is
an unwanted and unwelcome thing for Indian parents. She is
often abused and misused.

It is distressing to note that she is not safe even in her moth-
er's womb. Sometimes she may be killed in the womb of the
mother after the amniocentesis test. A study of 8000 cases
on the abortion in a hospital in Bombay showed 7999 was of
female foetus. Even if the female fetus survives and is born
alive she has to face many obstacles for her survival. She is
still under the threat of murder at the infant stage. Female
infanticide was banned in 1870, but even today this practice
is prevalent all over the country.

Salem District of Tamil Nadu gives us a shocking picture of
the wide practice of female infanticide. This is probably on ac-
count of a superstition existing among a set of people in Sa-
lem District that the sacrifice of a female child would result in
the birth of a male child. If at all the attempts to kill her fail, she
is yet to be the victim of exploitation to the maximum extent by
her parents and the family. She is put to hard labor even at a
young age. She is destined to assist in the daily chores of life.
It is noted that a girl child shares 30 percent of the burden of
household activities and 20 percent of the agricultural work.

According to the statistics of the United Nation she works
more than 9 hours a day. Nobody in the house realize the
quantity of work done by the tiny tots. And the girl children
are treated as a curse or a burden. They constitute the mute
segment of the society, often referred to as economic liability

Present time, child marriage is a curse in the global society.
Child marriage is a violation of human rights. In most cases
young girls get married off to significantly older men when
they are still children. Child marriages must be viewed within
a context of force and coercion, involving pressure and emo-
tional blackmail, and children that lack the choice or capac-
ity to give their full consent. Child marriage must therefore
always be considered forced marriage because valid consent
is absent - and often considered unnecessary. Child marriage
is common practice in India, Niger, Bangladesh, Pakistan
Guinea, Burkina Faso, Africa and Nepal, where mostly girls
are married below the age of 18.

Consequences of child marriage

Child marriage has its own worse effect on the young girls,
society, her children and health. Young girls who get married
will most likely be forced into having sexual intercourse with
their, usually much older, husbands. This has severe negative
health consequences as the girl is often not psychologically,
physically and sexually mature. Child brides are likely to be-
come pregnant at an early age and there is a strong correla-
tion between the age of a mother and maternal mortality and
morbidity. Girls aged 11-13 are five times more likely to die
in pregnancy or childbirth than women aged 20-24 and girls
aged 15-19 are twice as likely to die. Good prenatal care re-
duces the risk of childbirth complications, but in many instanc-
es, due to their limited autonomy or freedom of movement,
young wives have no access to health services, which ag-
gravates the risks of maternal complications and mortality for
pregnant adolescents. Because young girls are not ready for
the responsibilities and roles of being a wife, sexual partner
and a mother, child marriage has a serious negative impact
on their psychological well-being and personal development.

Psychological effect of the child marriage is worse than the
physical effect of the young girl. Girls are disproportionately
affected by HIV/AIDS as compared to boys due to physical
and social factors. Young married girls are even at higher
risk because their older husbands may already be infected
in previous sexual relationships. Furthermore, the age differ-
ence between the girl and the husband and her low economic
status make it almost impossible for the girl to negotiate safe
sex or demand fidelity.

Young girls also have to face many domestic pressures.
Mostly, Girls are used to beaten by their husbands including
my country INDIA. Domestic violence seriously endangers
the physical and mental health of women and girls and can
even put their lives at risk.

Dowry is another part of this violence. Girls are forced to bring
more dowries from their parents. If they do not bring they are
harassed, some times they are burnt alive, often hanged, poi-
soned and killed by her family Because of our past traditional
patriarchal society, there always remained gender inequali-
ties as pointed by a great historian GERDA LERNER. Gender
inequality is both a cause as well as a consequence of child
marriage. Child brides usually have lower levels of educa-
tion than girls who get married at an older age. Education is
therefore seen as a way to prevent child marriages. Once a
girl is married, she experiences a lack of autonomy to make
personal decisions about her life.

To a limited extent, this affects the future of child, his educa-
tion and health. Early marriage, together with its relation to
low levels of education, high levels of violence and abuse,
severe health risks and harmful power dynamics, results in
increased vulnerability to poverty for girls and young women.
So childe marriage has worse affects not only the mother of
the child and child but also on the society.

Human Rights Violation

Child marriage is a violation of human rights and is prohibited
by a number of international conventions and other instru-
ments. Nonetheless, it is estimated that in the next ten years
more than 100 million girls are likely to be married before the
age of 18. There are universal rules for the marriage and rules
against the childe marriage. The Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights (1948) states that men and women of full age are
entitled to equal rights as to marriage, during marriage and
at its dissolution. Marriage shall be entered into only with the
free and full consent of the intending parties.

The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimi-
nation of Women (1979) states that the betrothal and the
marriage of a child shall have no legal effect, and all neces-
sary action, including legislation, should be taken to specify
a minimum age for marriage and to make the registration of
marriages in an official registry compulsory. In their general
recommendations of 1994, the Committee considers that the
minimum age for marriage should be 18 years for both men
and women.

CONCULSON & SUGESTION
We call on all governments to take all necessary action to end
child marriage by:

* The full implementation of the above mentioned Human
Rights Conventions.

» Adopting a clear and unambiguous position on child and
forced marriages.

* Introducing laws to rise the legal age of marriage to 18
years as a universal law.

» Raising the awareness on the negative impacts of child
marriage.

* Promoting and protecting the sexual and reproductive
health and rights of girls and young women, through leg-
islation, availability of services and information and com-
munity outreach.

» Promoting gender equality and the right of girls and young
women to education.

» Promoting higher education to all young girls so that they
can decide what is important for their future.

As a conclusion it can be pointed out that childe marriage is

a major subject of concern. It should be eradicated globally

as soon as possible. it is up to us to solve this problem as we

have created this inequality in the society.
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