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ABSTRACT

Coalitions have become an inevitable and indispensable part of the national and regional politics in the present scenario in 

India. India has been experimenting with various coalitions at the national level since the last two decades. With the decline of 

the Congress party and one-party dominant system and with the emergence of various new political parties at various levels, 

the coalitions have gradually assumed a lot of significance in Indian political system. Coalitions have been constructed for 
the purpose of forming government and also to oppose and depose the existing governments. Coalitions have been formed 

before the elections and also after the elections depending on the demands of the circumstances. With the coalition many 

national and regional political parties are indulged in party politics. Every political party wants have its say in the policy making 

and implementation. The large scale bargaining power is realized in coalition politics.
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Immediately after independence coalition was to emerge in 
view of India’s diversity in terms of history, culture and geog-
raphy etc. However, the Congress party continued its domi-
nance in Indian politics with the illusion of one party govern-
ment. There was coalition within the Congress. It was able 
to manage the affairs of the country because of the moral 
authority it has acquired as a party which brought freedom 
to India. This moral authority was further strengthened by the 
presence of the great leaders like Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel, Kripalani and others. However, with the de-
cline of the Congress, especially in the northern Indian states 
in 1967, this position of the Congress began to disappear and 
the Congress party revived its domination in Indian politics for 
quite some time in the post-Nehru era. The factional conflicts 
and systematic breakup of the party were a clear indication 
that India would have to be a country with a politically frag-
mented culture. It took some time for coalition to become a 
fact of political life. The breakdown of the ‘dominant party sys-
tem’ beginning slowly from 1957 onwards, lowered the ability 
of the Congress party to absorb and assimilate various small 
groups and movements. These groups then began to form 
political organizations of their own. This process led to the 
failure of the congress to gain a majority in many States in 
1967.The question is not whether India should have coalition 
or not, the real question is how India should manage the polit-
ical capacity to organize and operate coalition systematically. 
Already the BJP which was supposed to be ideologically the 
most rigid party has begun to understand the culture of coali-
tion politics. The future of the Indian party system will be more 
and more in the direction of two centers of coalition – one 
built around the Congress party and the other around the BJP. 
Therefore, we will be moving towards the two party systems 
through the coalition system. This is nothing unnatural in a 
country like India. We have to compare this with the practice 
in the USA and not with small European countries like France 
and UK. Therefore, Indian Political Science has a theoretical 
obligation to examine the nature of the party politics and co-
alition governance and the future of such politics. It also has 
an obligation to analyse the situational dynamics as well as 
the political consequences of the coalition system. After 1999, 
now the national political parties have realized their capabili-
ties in order to strengthen their base they have come forward 
to accept the political realities and have entered into the con-
crete efforts to form the coalitions. Now before the elections 
the different political parties are coming to understandings to 

have pre poll alliances to fight a common enemy. In fact the 
earlier coalitions were not sound in the sense of stability as 
they were formed without any preparations and most of them 
were post election alliances or coalitions. Now looking to the 
political realities the national political parties are entering into 
the pre poll alliances. They are devising common strategies to 
combat the most powerful national party. The common man-
ifesto is being published to gain the support of the people. 
Thus the recently formed coalitions look more matured than 
the earlier ones. It is very surprising to note that the age old 
rivals and the traditional opponents are joining hands to fight 
a newly emerged force forgetting their differences. Now they 
are saying that they have arrived at a compromise to keep 
away a common enemy who is more dangerous. They also 
say that for them the national interest is more than anything. 
The analysis brings out the fact that, in the emerging political 
environment the regional parties and the coalition govern-
ments are playing a definite positive role

It is also to be noted here that the present coalitions have 
come out of the fear of instability and this is found by the vari-
ous studies taken up by the various scholars in this area. The 
studies reveal coalition governments are more stable. The 
coalition government headed by Atal Bihari Vajapaye and the 
present government under the leadership of Dr. Manmohan 
singh have shown remarkable maturity in the coalition activity 
as they have successfully completed the terms. Very signifi-
cantly, when we compare and review the development con-
ditions, which prevailed in the nation during pre coalition and 
the post coalition days one gets surprised to know that a great 
transformation has been brought about. The coalitions have 
proved their might by taking dynamic steps. Governments 
which had short stay have made long term progress in terms 
of socio, economic and political aspects. As a matter of fact, in 
a coalition there is a high scope for political bargaining, which 
means the various political parties can extract any sort of de-
velopment package exerting pressure upon the government. 
The major political parties have learnt good lessons from the 
past experiences and they reduced their differences. In case 
of any such un to ward incident then the major seats hold-
ing political party intervenes and resolves the deadlock. Very 
significantly, when we compare and review the development 
conditions, which prevailed in the nation during pre coalition 
and the post coalition days one gets surprised to know that a 
great transformation has been brought about. The coalitions 
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have proved their might by taking dynamic steps. Govern-
ments which had short stay have made long term progress 
in terms of socio, economic and political aspects. As a matter 
of fact, in a coalition there is a high scope for political bar-
gaining, which means the various political parties can extract 
any sort of development package exerting pressure upon the 
government. It may include road construction, dam projects, 
extension and conversion of railway lines, economic reforms 
like this there are many more. 

Pressure and Pulls in Coalition : Critics of coalition say that 
coalitions do not stay for long and exhibit instability. To some 
extent it is found as true due to past experiences, in the past 
the various political parties were indulged in fighting, non 

cooperation, non coordination, beyond anything they lacked 
understanding on various issues. The experiences of the past 
have shown that the coalition governments suffered from 
numerous problems, such as mutual differences among the 
constituent leaders, ego clashes of the leaders will weaken 
the coordination and it has led to the fragmentations, respect 
to the alliance parties leaders also play an significant role in 
the sustenance or collapse of any government at any time. 
Now once again the attempts to form alliances to fight the 
forth coming Lok Sabha elections have begin. The like mind-
ed political parties are holding discussions to come to power. 
India has entered a phase of coalition politics. It appears that 
coalition governments will be natural phenomenon in India in 
the years to come. 


