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In the pre-Independent India, caste-system and untouchability played a vital role on the plight of the poor people, especially 
peasants and untouchables affected and suffered lot. Brahmins, Kshatriya, Vaishya and Shudra are four category of Indian 
people. They are classified by their birth. Actually karma (Deed) makes the man - not birth, as per Hindu mythology. 
Gradually, this principle has been forgotten and higher-caste people judged low-caste people by birth and made them 
untouchables. Some people who believe in karma and humanity join Brahmo-samaj, Arya-samaj, prarthana-samaj etc. But 
they are also classified as untouchables in orthodox Hindu-society. Some of them are also prejudiced. Ravindranath Tagore 
and Munsi Premchand are reformist writers. They made people understand that humanity is the main caste, not anything 
else. Everyone is creation of God. Though by the prejudiced character of Gora and Mattadeen we come to know about pre-
Independent caste-system, youth and flows of socialization and individual’s transformation by experience.

As in Mahabharata, Karna says that rights are decided by 
birth but honors are won by capacity. God is the father of all 
creatures. It is man who creates Diplomacy and Home-made 
rules and in the sake of name of God. Ravidranath Tagore and 
Munshi Premchand gives true picture of social tradition but 
they hopefully create the characters of Gora and Mattadeen. 
They tried to establish the New Independent India where there 
is no prejudice, in real meaning it is all in one we comes to 
know about their effect by the character of Gora and Mat-
tadeen. They are prejudiced; believe in caste-system, but their 
experience made them transformed. 

Gora :-  
“Gora” or “Gour-mohan” is the main hero of Rabindranath 
Tagore’s novel Gora. Gora was supposed to be the son of Hin-
du-Bengali gentleman Krishndayal, who was very orthodox by 
nature. Gora was educated, young, strong, very fair in com-
plexion, as Tagore says; “He was nearly six feet tall with big 
bones and fists like the paws of tiger, his lips were thin and 
straight and his nose stood out above them like sword, not 
exactly good looking but it was impossible to overlook him. 
For he would have been noticeable in any company “he is the 
man of will and determination, gigantic character, physically 
well-built who has good personality too.”

Besides this Gora is very strong orthodox Hindu. Though he is 
nationalist, he doesn’t see the whole India people same, he is 
full with lots of prejudice. He tries to make Binoy his friend to 
follow his rules to pure life and national service. Binoy com-
ment on him.

“You have one great fault Gora, you seem to believe that all 
God’s strength has been given to you alone and the rest of 
us are wick lings” Gora accepts this remarks willingly because 
he knows that it is true. Intellectually he is not cleverer than 
Binoy. He has fighting nature and strong likes and dislikes. He 
believes in caste-system, it is strange even he don’t drink wa-
ter from out caste.

Later it is revealed that he was the son of an Irishman. His 
mother died immediately after giving birth to him. Anandmoyi 
had no child of her own and she adopted him as son. (Krishn-
dayal) performed his thread ceremony and had him educated 
in Calcutta.

Krishanadayal is orthodox and later becomes more orthodox 
but for her wife he accepts “Gora” even celebrated his thread 

ceremony too. educated him in Calcutta, don’t permit Gora 
and Anandmoyi in his pooja-room but loves them. He doesn’t 
want that his death-rituals are performed by Gora so he re-
vealed the truth of Gora’s birth to him which made Gora real-
ize the truth of life.

At first Gora used to ridicule the learned Pandits who visited 
the house of Krishanadayal than he comes across the old and 
learned Pandit who taught him the principles of Vedaant and 
Philosophy and gave him the greatness of Hindu religion. He 
turned into orthodox Hindu of even minor behavioral rules. 
He becomes violent and extreme Tagore says’ “He was the 
picture of revolt against modern life” He defends caste-sys-
tem and refuses a cup of tea by the hand of out-caste. His 
qualities are irritating some times, he is uncompromising too. 
He defended the boys who were being attracted by some po-
liceman and cared nothing even when he was sent to jail in 
prison.

Gora comes to know that he is not a Hindu and a stroke gives 
up his orthodoxy, his narrow prejudices. He reaches the high-
est part and noblest point of his character at the end of a 
novel.     

Mattadeen :-  
He is the hero of  sub-plot in Godan, though at first he ap-
peared as a villain. He is the son of Brahmin priest Datadin. 
He is lusty, young, have no morality and had an affair with 
the out-caste CHAMAAR girl Seliya, who works at the farm 
for him. The relatives of Seliya and the villagers know about 
it. Seliya does not enter the house of Mattadeen. Finally the 
relatives of Seliya beat him and put a piece of bone into his 
mouth, a taboo for the Brahmin, they grab him and break 
down his sacred thread. Everyone is shocked to see the brah-
minism of mattadeen is going to gutter. They themselves had 
never objected to his illicit relationship but when their fellow 
Brahmin is treated like this, they came running to his rescue. 
Though Seliya saves him from her own community, Matta-
deen fells hurt and vomits, becomes an out-caste, even in his 
own house. His father performs purifying rituals to bring him 
back to the main stream of Brahminism. Pandits from Kaashi 
are called and he spends a lot of money on the rituals. Mat-
tadeen’s malarial fever had taken him to mouth of death. It 
made him realize his mistake in exploiting Seliya. When he 
comes to know about his son, he longs to see the child and 
goes with slyly in her absence. He repents and sends her two 
rupees though Hori. He realizes that he is bound by duty to 
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Seliya and his son. He himself removes his holy thread and 
thus liberates himself from the vices of Brahminism. Now he 
is free to live courageously with Seliya as his wife. He had lost 
his son who had fever, but didn’t change his mind to accept 
Seliya. He uplifted himself from orthodoxy and understands 
that what is devotion and sacrifice? What is the Real Hindu 
Dharma. He gives a new meaning to the concept of social 
norms and religious values, as the piece of bone had polluted 
not only his mouth but also his soul. His religion depended 
on absolute purity in eating and drinking but now, he under-
stands that what purity is? Purity lies in humanity. Though he 
had done injustice to Seliya, she came to rescue him. He real-
ized that what True Love is & gets admiration from the readers 

Compare and contrast between Mattadeen & Gora.
* Comparision.
(1) Gora and Mattadeen both are orthodox Hindu Brahmins.
(2) Both are in love with out-caste woman respectively named 

Seliya (chamar girl) and Sucharita (Brahmo girl).
(3) Both the lovers are not ready to marry their lovers.
(4) Their heroines are good-looking, helpful and ready to de-

vote themselves to their lovers.
(5) Both are prejudiced about Dharma and touch ability. They 

wear sacred thread, put a sign of Brahminism on forehead 
and have a Tiki.

(6) Both believe in strict untouchability as Seliya’s mother re-
marks ;

 
“You are so pious - you will sleep with her but you wont 
drink water from her hands”

  
When Gora refused to drink water from Christian maid, 
her mother also tells him that it is Lachmi who had taken 
care of him in malaria and he had to drink water from her.

(7) Father of both are prejudiced orthodox Brahmins. Matta-
deen’s father is also in path of sin as knowing about his 
son’s deed, yet neglects it and does not fine him as he did 
with Hori.

  
Gora’s father is basically good but doesn’t allow Gora and 
Anandmoyi in his Pooja-Room. He doesn’t even want that 
non-Brahmin boy Gora to take part in his death-rituals.

(8) Both represent Pre-Independent Indian Society picture.
(9) They both face humiliation. Gora was sent to jail even 

though he was not at fault but Mattadeen was humiliated 
because of his meanness. But after knowing fact, Matta-
deen comes in repentance whereas by knowing fact of his 
birth Gora comes in full glory.

(10) After being transformed, Mattadeen gets married to low-          
  caste girl Seliya and Gora with brahmo girl Sucharita.

(11) Both rebel against orthodoxy as they come to know the  
  true picture of humanity.

(12) Both represented “Naval-Bharat”, New India as like uto 
  pia where human-kind is whole, no other differences like  
 caste, religion, etc.

(13) Both faced malarial fever and also recovered  from it.
(14) Gora says at the end, after transforming,
     “Today, I am really an Indian! In me there is no longer  

 opposition between Hindu, Musalman and Christian. To   
 day every caste in India is my caste, every one’s food is my  
 food.” He declares Paresh Babu as his Guru and wanted  
 “Mantram” from him.

      
 After transforming Mattadeen says to seliya,
 “This is the temple of my Goddess.”

Contrast between the two,
(1) Mattadeen is not highly educated, he is villager whereas 

Gora is educated and lives in Calcutta.
(2) Gora reprents patriotism, whereas Mattadeen is an ordi-

nary villager.
(3) Gora is physically well-built and very fair in complexion, 

whereas Mattadeen is an ordinary man.
(4) Gora revealed as Christian-child whereas Mattadeen stands 

same as Brahmin.
(5) Gora felt attracted towards Sucharita but he controlled 

himself as he knew that their union was not possible 
whereas Mattadeen seduced Seliya and made her preg-
nant.

(6) Gora is main hero of the novel. He seems hero despite of 
his few weaknesses whereas Mattadeen seems villain first 
but after his humiliation he achieves a high standard in 
readers mind. He is the hero of sub-plot in Godan.

(7) Gora is sent to jail while Mattadeen is never sent to jail.
(8) Gora is high quality hero, believes in morality, does not 

even talk to girls whereas Mattadeen is lecher and cunning 
as he seduces Seliya and tries to seduce Hori’s daughter.

(9) Gora learns lesson of humanity from his mother Anand-
moyi and his Guru Paresh_Babu whereas Mattadeen learns 
lesson from his own experience of humiliation.

(10) Gora wants to serve Indian. He is full of with patriotism.         
  whereas Mattadeen has not such quality.

 
Thus by the character of Gora, Tagore represents the type of 
young, nationalist, idealist young man of India and by the 
character of Mattadeen, Premchand tries to establish the su-
periority of goodness upon evil. The aim of both the writers is 
same as to reform Indian society.

Caste-system is like a black poisoned cobra in our society. It 
is ridiculous that one eats food which is cropped by the un-
touchables but hesitate to touch or drink a glass of water 
by them. Even some orthodox lechers had children from un-
touchables. Tagore represents Haran and Barda who are or-
thodox and mean though they are Brahmo. Mr.Premchand 
defends ideal women like Seliya, Dhaniya, Ms.Malti, Govindi & 
Jhuniya. Tagore represents Lolita, Sucharita and most admira-
ble Anandmoyi, who live in harmony in spite of orthodoxy of 
her husband and Son. Premchand and Tagore wanted to re-
move the evils of caste-systems. They try to establish that man 
should be holy and noble by nature. By the character of Gora 
and Mattadeen, we can say that “every saint has a past and 
every sinner has a future”. One can find the meaning of life 
and reality and become transformed as necessary. 


