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INTRODUCTION
Learning styles differ from person to person. Some of us pro-
cess information better when received through the ears rath-
er than eyes. Some of us effectively process the information 
visually. Some have difficulty learning in noisy environment, 
while some prefer an environment that has least visual dis-
traction.  Some children cannot learn efficiently due to specific 
breakdown in the learning process, involving listening, think-
ing, perceiving, memory and expression. Such difficulties are 
called specific learning disabilities or specific learning difficulty.

The term learning disability is used to describe a specific group 
of children, adolescents and adults who have problems in learn-
ing. These problems are generally in the areas of reading, writing, 
spellings and mathematics. Parents and  teachers usually discover 
the problem when the child fails to cope with school work. Teach-
ers may notice a great difference between the child’s oral perfor-
mance, which is usually very good, and the written work. Surpris-
ingly, there is a great deal of individual variation among children 
with a learning disability. There is frequent change of manuscript 
and cursive letters, omission of vowels, reversal of letters within 
words, use of a limited vocabulary and phonetic spelling.

NEED FOR THE STUDY 
Some of the children attending regular schools are identified 
to be learning disabled as they have problems in the following 
areas like reading, writing and mathematics. Students face lot 
of problems in their academics. They usually get stressed and 
psychologically disturbed without knowing how to overcome 
the problem. These children require a lot of modified teaching 
methodology to learn academic activities. These children re-
port problems only in academic areas like reading, writing and 
arithmetic. Some children may have problems in any one of 
the above mentioned areas. Thus this study attempts to iden-
tify learning disabled children in regular schools and provide 
knowledge to the parents and teachers regarding them and 
suggests remedial solutions and modified teaching practices 
which would benefit them. 

OBJECTIVES
•	 To	 study	 the	 socio-demographic	 characteristics	 of	 children	

with learning disability in regular schools.
•	 To	 identify	the	prevalence	of	 learning	disability	among	pri-

mary school children in regular schools.
•	 To	 identify	 the	 type	of	 learning	disability	prevalent	among	

the primary school children.
 
STUDIES PERTAINING TO LEARNING DISABILITIES IN GEN-
ERAL
Mogasale  et .al (2012) conducted a study on Prevalence of 
specific learning disabilities among primary school children in a 

South Indian city. A cross-sectional multi-staged stratified ran-
domized cluster sampling study was conducted among chil-
dren aged 8-11 years from third and fourth standard. A six 
level screening approach that commenced with identification 
of scholastic backwardness followed by stepwise exclusion of 
impaired vision and hearing, chronic medical conditions and 
subnormal intelligence was carried out among these children. 
In the final step, the remaining children were subjected to spe-
cific tests for reading, comprehension, writing and mathemat-
ical calculation. The prevalence of specific learning disabilities 
was 15.17% in sampled children, whereas 12.5%, 11.2% and 
10.5% had dysgraphia, dyslexia and dyscalculia respectively.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
The total universe of the study consisted of 329 primary school 
students studying in regular schools belonging to the age group 
of 5 – 10 yrs. They were distributed in the standards from I – V. 
From this universe 90 students who showed difficulties in learn-
ing and academic achievement were selected as samples by 
purposive sampling method. The independent variable used for 
the study was the type of learning difficulty in primary school 
children in regular schools and dependent Variable selected 
was the Percentage of Marks obtained by the respondent in 
the last two examinations. The researchers undertook the study 
to identify children with learning problems namely in the area 
of functional academics such as reading, writing and arithme-
tic’s in regular schools.  The tool selected for the study was a 
Grade Level Assessment Schedule devised to assess the children 
with learning disability. The criterion group validity of the items 
in the tool has been established as 0.74.  Consolidation of re-
sponses for data is analyzed without ambiguity and bias. Per-
centage scores were calculated for the above responses.

TABLE 1: REPRESENTS THE DIFFICULTIES IN ARITHMETIC 
EXPERIENCED BY CHILDREN WITH DYSCALCULIA WITH 
REGARD TO MARKS

Q.
NO DIFFICULTIES IN ARITHMETIC

PERCENTAGE 

MARKS
BELOW
40% 41 -50 %

1 Errors in number identification
(6, 9 & 7, 4).

YES NO YES NO

3% 97% - 100%

2 Errors in identification of 
operationally symbols (+ - * / ) 14% 86% 9% 91%

3 Ignores carry over in addition. 65% 35% 49% 51%

4 Ignores deduction after 
barrowing in subtraction. 73% 27% 72% 28%
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5 Place value errors in 
multiplication. 78% 22% 83% 17%

6 Place value errors in division. 84% 16% 94% 6%

Table 1 depicts that majority of the children who scored below 
40% and between 41 – 50% had no problems in identifying 
numbers but 14% of those belonging to the first category 
and 9% of the second category showed errors in identifying 
the mathematical operational symbols. Among the respond-
ents who scored below 40% and between 41-50% it was 
found that 65% and 49% ignored carrying over in addition 
respectively. Subtraction with borrowing was difficult for 
about 73% of those who scored below 40% marks and 72% 
for those who ranged between 41 – 50% marks.  Place value 
errors in multiplication and division were seen in a vast majori-
ty of the respondent of both the groups.

TABLE 2: REPRESENTS THE DIFFICULTIES IN READING EX-
PERIENCED BY CHILDREN WITH DYSLEXIA WITH REGARD 
TO MARKS

Q. 
NO DIFFICULTIES IN READING

PERCENTAGE

MARKS

BELOW 40% 41 – 50%

1 Finger tracing.
YES NO YES NO

65% 35% 68% 32%

2 Spelling aloud before blending. 68% 32% 60% 40%

3 Omits a word. 51% 49% 42% 58%

4 Substitutes a word. 46% 54% 42% 58%

5 Ignore punctuation. 100% - 96% 4%

6 Mispronounce a word. 76% 24% 81% 19%

Table 2 shows that more than half of the students who scored 
below 40% (65%) and 41 – 50% (68%) were found to have 
problems in Finger tracing. 68% and 60% of the students 
spelt aloud before blending in the category of those with 
academic marks below 40% and 41 – 50%.  With regard 
to omitting and substituting words it was equally prevalent 
among the sample belonging to both the groups.  All the chil-
dren identified with learning disability with academic marks 
below 40% ignored punctuation and 81% was found to have 
problems in pronunciation among those who scored between 
41-50% marks in their examinations. 

TABLE 3: REPRESENTS THE DIFFICULTIES IN WRITING EXPE-
RIENCED BY CHILDREN WITH DYSGRAPHIA WITH REGARD 
TO MARKS

Q. 
NO DIFFICULTIES IN WRITING 

PERCENTAGE

MARKS

BELOW40% 41 – 50%

1 Does not maintain left to 
right orientation.

YES NO YES NO

- 100% 6% 94%

2 Excessive over writing (at 
least one per two lines) - 100% 2% 98%

3 Posture inappropriate. - 100% - 100%

4 No proper spacing between 
words. 46% 54% 36% 64%

5 Ignores punctuation. 54% 465 51% 49%

6 Reversal of letters & words. - 100% - 100%

Table 3 illustrates that students who scored below 40% and 
between 41 – 50 % were found to have very few problems 
in majority areas of writing whereas a little more than half of 
them were  found to ignored punctuation and did not proper-
ly space between words. It was interesting to note that all the 
respondent maintained appropriate posture while writing and 
did not reverse letters and words in their written expression.  

MAJOR RESEARCH FINDINGS  
DESCRIPTIVE ANALYSIS
•	 The	 findings	 related	 to	 socio	 demographic	 characteristics	

of the selected sample revealed that 47% of the students 
belonged to the age group of 5-7 years and 53% were of 
8-10 years. With regard to gender 59% were boys and 
41% were girls. In relation to the variable of percentage 
of marks scored in their examinations 41% of the students 
belonged to the category below 40% and 59% scored 
marks ranging between 41-50%. 

•	 The	 findings	 relating	 to	 the	 different	 types	 of	 learning	
disability prevalent among the chosen samples are as fol-
lows. Among them 43% of the respondents had problems 
in reading (dyslexia), 17% of the respondents expressed 
problems in writing (dysgraphia), 40% of respondents rep-
resented problems in mathematics (dyscalculia). 

•	 The	 results	 of	 the	 study	 depicts	 that	 majority	 of	 children	
who scored below 40% and between 41 – 50%  were 
found to have problems in carrying over in addition (be-
low 40% marks 65% & 41 – 50% marks 49%), deducting 
after borrowing in subtraction(below 40%  marks 73% & 
41 – 50% marks 72%), place value errors in multiplication 
(below 40%  marks 78% & 41 – 50% marks 83%) and di-
vision (below 40%  marks 84% & 41 – 50% marks 94%). 
Minimum problems were found in children of both catego-
ries in the remaining areas. 

•	 The	 results	of	 	 the	study	show	that	more	 than	half	of	 the	
students who scored below 40% (65%)and 41 – 50% 
(68%) were found to have problems in Finger tracing , 
spelling aloud before blending (below 40% marks 68 % 
& 41 – 50%marks 60%), omission  (below 40% marks 
51 %& 41 – 50%marks 42%) & punctuation (below 40% 
marks 100 %& 41 – 50%marks 96%) and pronunciation(-
below 40% marks 76% & 41 – 50%marks 81%). The oth-
er problems were less significant among both categories 
of students who scored less than 40% and between 41 – 
50% in the remaining areas.

•	 The	 results	 of	 the	 study	 illustrates	 that	 students	 who	
scored below 40% and between 41 – 50 % were found 
to have very few problems in majority areas of writing 
whereas a little more than half of them were alone found 
to have problems in punctuation (below 40%  marks 54% 
& 41 – 50% marks 51%).

 
CONCLUSION
The above study aims to identify children with learning disabil-
ity among primary school children. Learning disabilities may be 
treated with a variety of methods but are usually considered 
to be lifelong disorders. Some (adjustments, equipment and 
assistants) are designed to accommodate or help compensate 
for the disabilities while others (Special Education) are intend-
ed to make improvements in the weak areas. 

Special equipment like Word processors with spell checkers 
and dictionaries, Text-to-speech and speech-to-text programs, 
Talking calculators, Books on tape, Computer-based activities 
can be used. Classroom assistants can be provided through 
Note-takers, Readers, Proofreaders and Scribes.

Early remediation and timely intervention can greatly reduce 
the number of children meeting diagnostic criteria for learn-
ing disabilities. The focus on learning disabilities should be in 
the provision of accommodations in schools and acknowledge 
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that people have a range of strengths and weaknesses and 
place emphasis on academic success as well as other co cur-
ricular areas like music or sports. A conducive school environ-
ment and appropriate educational programming coupled with 
motivation and encouragement can facilitate children with 
learning disabilities achieve greater heights.


