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The total geographical area of Karnataka is 1,91,773 sq.kms., which is 5.83% of the total area of India. The total population 
of Karnataka during 1991 census, Karnataka state had total population of 4,49,77,201. During 2001 census, Karnataka 
state had total population of 5,28,50,562.
The total population of Karnataka can be divided into rural and urban to understand the role of population. During 1991 
census, the total rural population in Karnataka was 3,10,69,403 (69.07%), while its total population was 4,49,77,201. 
During 2001 census, the total rural population increased to 3,48,89,033 (66.01%), while its total population was 
5,28,50,562. During 1991 period the total rural working population in Karnataka was 1,44,31,584 (40%). This rural 
working population during 2001 census increased to 1,71,27,803 (50%).

Geography

Introduction
A worker is a person whose main activity is participation in 
any economically productive work by his physical or mental 
ability. There are contrasting differences in the participation ra-
tio of women, children and old people living in rural areas in 
comparison to urban areas. The caste and religion are the two 
major social institutions, which have tangible impact on work-
ing force. Age at marriage, income level and employment, size 
of family, health conditions, skill, experience, aptitude and ed-
ucation are other agents to be associated with the characteris-
tics of the working population.

Study Area
The total geographical areas of Karnataka is 1,91,773 sq.kms., 
which shares 5.83% of the total area of India and lies be-
tween 11° 35′ North Latitudes to 18° 30′ North Latitudes and 
74° 50′ East Longitudes to 78° 35′ East Longitudes. 

For administrative purpose the state is divided into 30 districts 
consisting of 176 taluks, 496 towns and 29483 inhabited vil-
lages. As per 2011 census the total population is 6.11 crores, 
which shows 318.60 persons density per sq.kms. (Fig. 1)

Objectives
The main objectives of the present study is to make talu-
ka-wise analysis of rural working population of Karnataka 
state with its classifications such as rural working population.

Methodology
The present investigation is based on secondary data, data 
is collected from census of India and Karnataka state at a 
glance. By using mean and SD method five class interval clas-
sifications are done for rural total working population. The 
correlation method is used.
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(Fig. 1)
 
Taluka-wise Rural Total Working Population
The working population of any society is related to a number 
of factors. The basic foundation is laid by nature and the va-
riety of physical resources like good land for agriculture, vast 
cover of trees, vast coast for fishing and rich geological strata 
for mining, etc. Commercialization in the use of these primary 
resources diversified the working structure, while their use at 
subsistence level keeps the economy orienting to a few activi-
ties, such activities are related to the production, consumption 
and exchange of various commodities. 

The taluka-wise percentage data of total rural working popu-
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lation (percentage to the rural total population) of each taluk 
of Karnataka state classified into 5 groups through mean and 
SD method for spatial analysis. During 1991 period the total 
working population in Karnataka was 1,44,31,584 (40%). 
This rural working population during 2001 census increased to 
1,71,27,803 (49.09%).

I. 	 Very High Range of Rural Total Working Population
In the very high range of total rural working population in 
Karnataka, during 1991 period with 53.86% and above, 3 ta-
luks are identified. These 3 taluks are Bellary, Turvikere and Ko-
ratageri (Table-1 & Fig. 2). During 2001 census in the very high 
range of 59.14% and above, 3 taluks are noticed viz. Jagalur, 
Puttur and Navalgund (Table-2 & Fig. 3)

NOTE: 1 = SL.NO., 2 = TALUKS CODE NO., 3 = NAME OF TALUKS, 4 = TOTAL RURAL POPULATION, 5 = PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL RURAL WORKING POPULATION TO TOTAL RURAL POPULATION 
 

MAP INDEX: VERY HIGH = 53.86 and Above, HIGH = 50.25 – 53.85, MODERATE = 46.64 – 50.24, LOW = 43.03 – 46.63, VERY LOW = 43.02 and Below 

Table-1 : Karnataka State : Total Rural Working Population (1991)
1 2 3 4 5 
1 164 Turuvekeri 81039 54.52 
2 22 Bellary 135611 54.23 
3 157 Koratagere 72678 54.23 
4 159 Madhugiri 119914 53.59 
5 113 Gudibanda 20080 52.49 
6 155 Chikkanayakanahalli 91861 52.27 
7 96 Yadgir 113127 52.19 
8 108 Bagepalli 69601 52.11 
9 158 Kurigal 110139 52 
10 60 Jagalur 64801 51.98 
11 107 Virajpet 79641 51.55 
12 27 Siraguppa 71603 51.41 
13 80 Nargund 29157 51.38 
14 102 Hasan 103664 51.33 
15 93 Sedam 66460 51.17 
16 79 Mundargi 43573 51.11 
17 111 Chintamani 94575 51.03 
18 167 Haliyal 35833 50.98 
19 26 Hospet 63988 50.84 
20 104 Sakleshpur 53646 50.67 
21 24 Hagaribomman Halli 68271 50.56 
22 49 Mudgeri 56962 50.55 
23 120 Maddur 131610 50.5 
24 143 Raichur 88709 50.49 
25 77 Kalhgatagi 61066 50.36 
26 78 Kundgol 62055 50.35 
27 50 Narasmharajapura 25061 50.32 
28 62 Beltangadi 106216 50.25 
29 72 Gadag 70285 50.17 
30 25 Harapanahalli 100122 50.07 
31 138 Gangavati 119644 50.01 
32 160 Pavagad 91978 49.99 
33 118 Srinivaspur 73276 49.97 
34 127 Gundlupet 85554 49.81 
35 163 Tumkur 122413 49.71 

36 103 Hole Narsipur 66921 49.55 
37 106 Somavarpet 77969 49.55 
38 76 Hubali 55984 49.51 
39 35 Badami 92616 49.38 
40 142 Manvi 119087 49.37 
41 81 Navalgund 57599 49.32 
42 139 Koppal 98183 49.23 
43 173 Sirsi 50194 49.19 
44 95 Shorapur 119217 49.08 
45 100 Belur 75251 49.03 
46 89 Chincholi 87520 49.01 
47 150 Sagar 59418 48.84 
48 39 Bilagi 58093 48.82 
49 172 Siddapur 44721 48.8 
50 20 Ramdurg 84606 48.74 
51 86 Shirahatti 56501 48.74 
52 47 Kadur 104298 48.64 
53 97 Alur 36022 48.6 
54 54 Challkeri 116954 48.53 
55 5 Devanahalli 57285 48.44 
56 119 Krishnarajpet 98250 48.37 
57 55 Davanageri 107188 48.35 
58 44 Mudhol 78993 48.33 
59 92 Jevargi 91158 48.31 
60 74 Haveri 84615 48.3 
61 63 Bantval (DK) 134447 48.28 
62 154 Tirthalli 56883 48.21 
63 57 Hiriyur 92055 48.15 
64 15 Gokak 158374 48.12 
65 70 Byadgi 43837 47.98 
66 161 Sira 106440 47.98 
67 71 Dharwad 85566 47.97 
68 48 Koppa 36198 47.9 
69 83 Ron 78063 47.87 
70 112 Gouribidanur 99490 47.81 
71 61 Molkalmur 45268 47.72 

72 123 Nagamandla 75558 47.71 
73 18 Parsgad 114937 47.69 
74 29 Sandur 69922 47.69 
75 88 Aland 111709 47.68 
76 53 Chitradurga 104200 47.67 
77 140 Kushatagi 83534 47.67 
78 51 Sringeri 13871 47.62 
79 145 Yalaburga 93221 47.54 
80 116 Mulbagalu 79170 47.3 
81 156 Gubbi 103028 47.3 
82 9 Magadi 82167 47.11 
83 13 Belgaum 128613 47.07 
84 36 Bagalkot 62150 47.04 
85 94 Shapur 97997 47.02 
86 17 Khanapur 91815 46.99 
87 23 Hadagali 60405 46.97 
88 66 Mangalore 108438 46.96 
89 144 Sindhanur 112833 46.94 
90 21 Sampgaon  129978 46.91 
91 58 Holalkeri 78143 46.8 
92 115 Malur 71482 46.77 
93 117 Sidlgatta 66898 46.76 
94 110 Chikballapur 56947 46.67 
95 59 Hosadurga 85060 46.58 
96 90 Chitapur 97213 46.52 
97 128 Heggadadevanakote 91132 46.43 
98 4 Channapatna 85283 46.35 
99 124 Pandavapur 65253 46.31 
100 40 Hungund 87843 46.28 
101 75 Hirekerur 88843 46.28 
102 64 Karkal 110598 46.27 
103 122 Mandya 121452 46.22 
104 148 Honnali 82729 46.22 
105 28 Kudalagi 92546 46.2 
106 31 Basavakalyan 93911 46.13 
107 43 Muddebihal 81574 46.02 

108 109 Bangarpet 92810 45.95 
109 165 Ankola 35675 45.85 
110 136 Yalandur 29322 45.79 
111 131 Krishnarajana 87394 45.69 
112 46 Chikmangalor 87918 45.58 
113 6 Dodaballapur 77476 45.56 
114 85 Shiggaon 58102 45.5 
115 41 Indi 126453 45.48 
116 11 Ramnagar 70693 45.46 
117 37 Basavana Bagevadi 106369 45.44 
118 67 Puttur 92838 45.36 
119 14 Chikkodi 178294 45.35 
120 73 Hangal 83026 45.25 
121 130 Kollegal 116172 45.2 
122 101 Channarayapatna 102411 45.18 
123 141 Lingsugur 90546 45.15 
124 7 Hoskot 73560 45.14 
125 162 Tiptur 72021 45.08 
126 114 Kolar 90154 44.9 
127 84 Savanur 42126 44.85 
128 105 Mdikeri 44225 44.82 
129 52 Turvekeri 76536 44.79 
130 152 Shivamoga 74770 44.71 
131 125 Srirangapatna 55696 44.62 
132 91 Gulbarga 95017 44.6 
133 151 Shikaripur 66380 44.32 
134 16 Hukkeri 114504 44.1 
135 82 Ranebennur 88844 44.02 
136 30 Aurad 92291 43.94 
137 45 Sindagi 116182 43.89 
138 98 Arkalgud 70814 43.86 
139 87 Afzalpur 66124 43.83 
140 137 Devadurga 70832 43.74 
141 56 Harihar 65546 43.65 
142 129 Hunasur 81628 43.55 
143 132 Mysore 87278 43.39 

144 8 Kanakpur 120740 43.34 
145 126 Chaamarajnagar 115568 43.31 
146 38 Bijapur 120683 43.11 
147 147 Channagiri 104856 43.11 
148 12 Athani 150763 43.05 
149 68 Sulya 53706 43.03 
150 99 Arasikeri 102115 42.84 
151 1 Anekal 81003 42.81 
152 146 Bhadravati 75086 42.8 
153 135 Tirumakudal Narsipur 98492 42.75 
154 149 Hosnagara 40451 42.57 
155 153 Sorab 65594 42.57 
156 133 Nanjanagudd 119620 42.48 
157 171 Mundagod 31820 42.4 
158 121 Malavalli 95972 42.28 
159 33 Bidar 84141 42.27 
160 34 Homanabad 85019 42.22 
161 42 Jamakandi 89637 42.03 
162 32 Balki 82034 41.85 
163 175 Yallapur 20973 41.2 
164 174 Supa 17896 41.19 
165 3 Bangalore South 112722 40.49 
166 19 Rayabag 100688 40.38 
167 69 Udupi 139162 39.75 
168 2 Bangalore North 80342 39.72 
169 10 Nelamangal 49784 39.47 
170 65 Kundapur 115135 39.39 
171 170 Kumata 42290 39.17 
172 134 Piriyapatna 66650 37.68 
173 168 Honnavar 47287 36.47 
174 169 Karwar 28773 36.23 
175 166 Bhatkal 32246 33.06 
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NOTE: 1 = SL.NO., 2 = TALUKS CODE NO., 3 = NAME OF TALUKS, 4 = TOTAL RURAL POPULATION, 5 = PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL RURAL WORKING POPULATION TO TOTAL RURAL POPULATION 
 

MAP INDEX: VERY HIGH = 59.14 and Above, HIGH = 54.30 – 59.13, MODERATE = 49.46 – 54.29, LOW = 44.62 – 49.45, VERY LOW = 44.61 and Below 

Table-2 : Karnataka State : Total Rural Working Population (2001)
1 2 3 4 5 
1 60 Jagalur 89556 62.13 
2 67 Puttur 129750 59.52 
3 81 Navalgund 76305 59.27 
4 172 Siddapur 50811 58.52 
5 154 Tirthahalli 75038 58.44 
6 117 Sidlaghatta 88487 57.88 
7 157 Koratagere 85256 57.88 
8 165 Ankola 43486 57.67 
9 77 Kalghatgi 70382 57.53 
10 102 Hassan 130920 57.45 
11 129 Hunsur 120440 57.35 
12 108 Bagepalli 84914 56.77 
13 113 Gudibanda 24373 56.65 
14 63 Bantval 173212 56.47 
15 111 Chintamani 115698 56.22 
16 161 Sira 140393 55.85 
17 96 Yadgir 139050 55.58 
18 125 Shrirangapattana 77313 55.52 
19 58 Holalkere 101475 55.39 
20 160 Pavagada 120658 55.3 
21 27 Siruguppa 92864 55 
22 112 Gauribidanur 132310 55 
23 163 Tumkur 147258 55 
24 159 Madhugiri 131327 54.82 
25 118 Srinivaspur 88502 54.71 
26 167 Haliyal 43860 54.59 
27 104 Sakleshpur 60667 54.57 
28 101 Channarayapatna 132664 54.46 
29 156 Gubbi 130418 54.43 
30 68 Sulya 66412 54.11 
31 162 Tiptur 88700 54.08 
32 79 Mundargi 51664 53.85 
33 88 Aland 140698 53.72 
34 110 Chik Ballapur 73054 53.66 
35 145 Yelbarga 120292 53.48 

36 9 Magadi 94778 53.43 
37 99 Arsikere 137396 53.28 
38 124 Pandavapura 83424 53.24 
39 12 Athni 223926 53.2 
40 103 Hole Narsipur 78719 53.11 
41 158 Kunigal 108929 52.96 
42 86 Shirhatti 70521 52.8 
43 49 Mudigere 65625 52.77 
44 20 Ramdurg 100314 52.59 
45 114 Kolar 120187 52.56 
46 54 Challakere 148906 52.5 
47 123 Nagamangala 91588 52.42 
48 80 Nargund 31483 52.37 
49 100 Belur 85634 52.37 
50 78 Kundgol 73309 52.28 
51 76 Hubli 67050 52.23 
52 62 Beltangadi 124651 52.11 
53 72 Gadag 82618 51.98 
54 143 Raichur 108517 51.93 
55 107 Virajpet 92482 51.91 
56 71 Dharwad 105166 51.89 
57 26 Hospet 79602 51.86 
58 98 Arkalgud 95798 51.84 
59 116 Mulbagal 97060 51.83 
60 22 Bellary 159731 51.74 
61 28 Kudligi 117604 51.66 
62 128 Heggadadevankote 120830 51.66 
63 23 Hadagalli 74719 51.64 
64 59 Hosadurga 101681 51.63 
65 85 Shiggaon 62788 51.43 
66 89 Chincholi 106087 51.37 
67 5 Devanahalli 67918 51.31 
68 97 Alur 40976 51.26 
69 8 Kanakapura 148095 51.04 
70 70 Byadgi 52206 51.04 
71 6 Dod Ballapur 97212 51.02 

72 155 Chiknayakanhalli 95523 51.02 
73 83 Ron 92179 50.9 
74 44 Mudhol 102401 50.73 
75 82 Ranibennur 105746 50.68 
76 164 Turuvekere 79364 50.62 
77 153 Sorab 90107 50.58 
78 127 Gundlupet 94413 50.56 
79 130 Kollegal 143345 50.43 
80 25 Harapanhall 114248 50.35 
81 93 Sedam 78536 50.34 
82 57 Hiriyur 108629 50.31 
83 84 Savanur 54435 50.25 
84 105 Madikeri 54970 50.19 
85 151 Shikarpur 84014 50.14 
86 119 Krishnarajpet 113134 50.13 
87 64 Karkal 90254 50.01 
88 142 Manvi 146406 49.95 
89 18 Parasgad 136416 49.87 
90 39 Bilgi 62985 49.77 
91 11 Ramanagaram 79101 49.76 
92 173 Sirsi 54725 49.65 
93 120 Maddur 130976 49.56 
94 115 Malur 88611 49.45 
95 17 Khanapur 108805 49.38 
96 144 Sindhnur 147521 49.35 
97 140 Kushtagi 107468 49.26 
98 35 Badami 105570 49.13 
99 109 Bangarapet 110800 49.1 
100 66 Mangalore 138197 49.04 
101 14 Chikodi 223747 49.01 
102 131 Krishnarajanagara 102149 48.98 
103 74 Haveri 95771 48.75 
104 106 Somvarpet 90233 48.64 
105 150 Sagar 66987 48.44 
106 16 Hukeri 146989 48.23 
107 139 Koppal 120320 48.17 

108 75 Hirekerur 94654 48.15 
109 4 Channapatna 90962 48.13 
110 148 Honnali 99628 48.12 
111 47 Kadur 112699 47.78 
112 36 Bagalkot 74602 47.74 
113 92 Jevargi 102923 47.63 
114 171 Mundgod 35509 47.62 
115 7 Hosakote 88457 47.53 
116 29 Sandur 74459 47.43 
117 53 Chitradurga 119108 47.39 
118 94 Shahpur 118011 47.24 
119 50 Narasimharajapura 27456 47.2 
120 121 Malavalli 116063 47.19 
121 46 Chikmagalur 91492 47.08 
122 61 Molakalmuru 52478 46.6 
123 73 Hangal 95778 46.55 
124 141 Lingsugur 114988 46.46 
125 15 Gokak 186203 46.43 
126 122 Mandya 127103 46.31 
127 10 Nelamangala 69228 46.28 
128 138 Gangawati 140605 46.11 
129 134 Piriyapatna 96427 46.06 
130 2 Bangalore North 102546 45.98 
131 52 Tarikere 87338 45.94 
132 55 Davanagere 108890 45.75 
133 126 Chamarajanagar 126672 45.73 
134 13 Belgaum 141201 45.68 
135 40 Hungund 99050 45.62 
136 48 Koppa 37548 45.42 
137 69 Udupi 170991 45.41 
138 95 Shorapur 132670 45.26 
139 21 Sampgaon 141303 45.14 
140 152 Shimoga 77050 45.1 
141 24 Hagaribommanahalli 72041 45.06 
142 51 Sringeri 14676 44.91 
143 174 Supa 21960 44.9 

144 133 Nanjangud 139798 44.81 
145 175 Yellapur 24873 44.76 
146 37 Basavana Bagevadi 122621 44.63 
147 90 Chitapur 105336 44.16 
148 91 Gulbarga 108148 44.07 
149 3 Bangalore South 137827 44.04 
150 42 Jamkhandi 112660 43.89 
151 1 Anekal 105040 43.56 
152 149 Hosanagara 47879 43.54 
153 87 Afzalpur 69662 43.34 
154 38 Bijapur 136651 43.32 
155 132 Mysore 103597 43.3 
156 146 Bhadravati 76881 43.11 
157 56 Harihar 67835 42.96 
158 147 Channagiri 116987 42.7 
159 31 Basavakalyan 102629 42.56 
160 65 Kundapura 147389 42.25 
161 41 Indi 136146 42.22 
162 43 Muddebihal 83863 42.1 
163 169 Karwar 30551 41.94 
164 19 Raybag 129970 41.68 
165 136 Yelandur 28747 41.43 
166 45 Sindgi 122699 41.05 
167 170 Kumta 45536 40.9 
168 137 Devadurga 81939 40.87 
169 32 Bhalki 90457 40.76 
170 30 Aurad 92911 40.49 
171 168 Honavar 57485 40.34 
172 166 Bhatkal 42725 39.86 
173 135 Tirumakudal Narsipur 95808 38.97 
174 34 Homnabad 90926 38.92 
175 33 Bidar 88646 38.33 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Fig. 2)
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(Fig. 3)
 
II.	 High Range of Rural Total Working Population
During 1991 census, in the high range of total rural working 
population with 50.25% to 53.85% in Karnataka 25 taluks 
are noticed. These are found in bunch form in north Karnata-
ka and south Karnataka (Table-1 & Fig. 2). During 2001 cen-
sus in high range category with 54.30% to 59.13%, these 26 
taluks are noticed, where the majority of them are locked in 
south Karnataka, while 6 taluks viz. Yadgir, Siraguppa, Haliyal, 
Kalaghatagi, Ankola and Siddapur are in north and western 
Karnataka (Table-2 & Fig. 3).

III.	Moderate Range of Rural Total Working Population
In the moderate range with 46.64% to 50.24%, these 66 ta-
luks are noticed during 1991 census as rural total working pop-
ulation. These 66 taluks are found all over Karnataka (Table-1 
& Fig. 2). During 2001 census, 64 taluks are noticed in the 
moderate range with 49.46% to 54.29%. The distributional 
pattern of these 64 taluks is noticed in different parts of Karna-
taka excluding coastal region (Table-2 & Fig. 3).

IV.	 Low Range of Rural Total Working Population
During 1991 census, 55 taluks are noticed in the low range of 
rural working population with 43.03% to 46.63%. These 55 
taluks are found in different clusters all over Karnataka. One 
big cluster is in the extreme north of Karnataka, second one 
in central Karnataka and third one down south of Karnata-
ka and fourth one in south-west Karnataka of western ghat 
(Table-1 & Fig. 2). During 2001 census, 53 taluks are noticed 
in the low range of 44.62% to 49.45%. These rural working 
population distributed in 53 taluks are found in north Karnata-
ka, north-west Karnataka, central-west Karnataka, central-east 
part, south-western part and south-eastern part (Table-2 & 
Fig. 3).

V.	 Very Low Range of Rural Total Working Population
In the very low range of rural working population during 1991 
census with 43.02% and below, 26 taluks are noticed. Ma-
jority of these taluks are located in the coastal Karnataka and 
their adjoining western ghats. There are small clusters of ta-
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luks in north Karnataka and south Karnataka (Table-1 & Fig. 
2). During 2001 census in the very low range of 44.61% and 
below, 29 taluks are noticed. Majority of these taluks are no-
ticed in northern most part of Karnataka, in addition to coast-
al region and 3 taluks in central Karnataka and 5 taluks in 
southern boundaries of Karnataka (Table-2 & Fig. 3).

Correlation Analysis
Correlation analysis of number of rural workers with those of 
10 variables: It is observed that there is a positive with very 
high significant correlation with decadal growth of popula-
tion (r=0.93), number of rural population (r=0.93), number 
of rural literates (r=0.84) and number of primary workers 
(r=0.81). The positive with high significant correlation is 
observed with number of rural cultivators (r=0.71) and num-
ber of agricultural labourers (r=0.67). A positive with low 
significant is noticed with total population (r=0.40), number 
of secondary workers (r=0.30) and number of tertiary workers 
(r=0.34). The positive with very low significant correlation 
is observed with number of urban population (r=0.12).

Conclusion
The rural area has made agricultural system in Karnataka to 
remain in the not well developed system. During 2001 census 
the rural total working population has reached 50% and his 
also should further improve, so as to provide full employment 
to the eligible persons in rural areas, for this the only available 
remedies are training of rural farmers by the agricultural de-
partments of government/ agricultural universities, providing 
modern seed at a affordable price to the farmers, judicious 
use of water for irrigation, solving land related litigations with-
out going to the court can be major trust areas apart from 
solving other issues related to agriculture.

This study reveals that in order to increase work opportuni-
ties in moderate to very low working population taluks, the 
resource development and utilization is urgent need of such 
taluks. 


