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T During 1991 census the rural total main agricultural labourers was 46,42,907 (35.93%). During 2001 census rural main 
agricultural labourers decreased to 35,50,288 (26.37%). During 1991 census, Karnataka state had 25,12,301 total male 
main agricultural labourers. This was 50.25% to the total main agricultural labourers. During 2001 census, this number 
was 19,61,368 i.e. 51.84% of the total main agricultural labourers.  During 1991 census the total rural male main 
agricultural labourers in Karnataka were 23,03,813 (49.62%), while during 2001 census their number decreased to 
18,27,634 (51.48%).
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Introduction
The rural main agricultural labourers are not marginal 
workers, instead they are doing labour works in the 
agricultural lands of other owners, yet they can work 
throughout the year. He has no risk in the cultivation, but 
merely works on another person's land for wages. An 
agricultural labour has no right of lease or contract on land on 
which he works.

Study Area
Karnataka state is located between 11º35 North Latitudes to 
18º30 North Latitudes and 74º50 East Longitudes to 78º35 East 
Longitudes. The state is bounded by Maharashtra state and 
Goa state in the North and North West respectively; Kerala and 
Tamil Nadu states in the South; Andhra Pradesh state in the 
East while Arabian Sea in the West. (Fig. 1)
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Fig. 1
Objectives
1. Working population provides bread and butter to the entire 
population.
2. The present data deals with working population data of 
Karnataka.
3. The talukawise analysis of male main agricultural labourers 
population data of 1991 and 2001 census.

Methodology
The secondary data required for the study were collected 
from Census of India and Karnataka State at a Glance. By using 
Mean and Standard Deviation Method five classifications are 
done. The data of total 175 taluks were collected.

Rural Male Main Agricultural Labourers
During 1991 census the total rural male main agricultural 
labourers in Karnataka were 23,03,813 (49.62%) (Table-1 & 
Fig. 2), while during 2001 census their number decreased to 
18,27,634 (51.48%).

I. Very High Range of Rural Male Main Agricultural  
Labourers
There were 4 taluks during 1991 census in very high range of 
rural male main agricultural labourers with 63.91% and 
above. Out of these 4 taluks, 3 taluks viz. Balthangadi, Bantaval 
and Puttur are in south-western parts of western ghats, while 
one taluk i.e. Chamarajnagar is located in down south of 
Karnataka. During 2001 census in very high range with 
67.62% and above, 7 taluks are noticed. These are located in 
south-west part of southern most part and one taluk i.e. Kumta 
in the north-west coast (Table-2 & Fig. 3). 

NOTE: 1 = SL.NO., 2  = TALUKS CODE NO., 3  = NAME OF TALUKS, 4  = RURAL MALE MAIN AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS, 5 = PERCENTAGE OF RURAL MALE MAIN AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS TO RURAL TOTAL MAIN AGRICULTURAL 
LABOURERS 

MAP INDEX: VERY HIGH = 63.91 and Above (04 Taluks), H IGH = 57.42 – 63.90 (24 Taluks), MODERATE = 50.93 – 57.41 (59 Taluks), LOW = 44.44 – 50.92 (54 Taluks), VERY LOW = 44.43 and Below (34 Taluks) 

Table-1 : Karnataka State : Rural Male Main Agricultural Labourers 
(Percentage to the Rural Total Main Agricultural Labourers) As per the data of 1991 Census  

[Rural Male Main Agricultural Labourers = 2303813 (49.62%)] 
1 2 3 4 5 
1 63 Bantval (D K) 14116 70.91 
2 67 Puttur 7841 68.07 
3 126 Chaamarajnagar 31466 65.34 
4 62 Beltangadi 15549 65.15 
5 105 Mdikeri 3099 63.65 
6 19 Rayabag 20380 63.15 
7 136 Yalandur 8261 62.92 
8 175 Yallapur 4488 62.62 
9 66 Mangalore 10703 61.35 

10 8 Kanakpur 13347 61.23 
11 174 Supa 1768 61.18 
12 121 Malavalli 15030 61.08 
13 14 Chikkodi 23797 60.97 
14 2 Bangalore North 9497 60.76 
15 68 Sulya 3219 60.59 
16 135 Tirumakudal Narsipur 22519 60.52 
17 133 Nanjanagudd 25874 60.48 
18 12 Athani 29369 60.43 
19 3 Bangalore South 15116 60.35 
20 168 Honnavar 4593 59.87 
21 125 Srirangapatna 11047 59.43 
22 7 Hoskot 11060 59.33 
23 131 Krishnarajana 10306 58.4 
24 155 Chikkanayakanahalli 8233 58.37 
25 132 Mysore 9810 57.73 
26 42 Jamakandi 19345 57.7 
27 10 Nelamangal 4529 57.64 
28 130 Kollegal 26360 57.49 
29 99 Arasikeri 9902 57.41 
30 11 Ramnagar 8267 57.15 
31 134 Piriyapatna 7648 57.01 
32 4 Channapatna 12024 56.32 
33 170 Kumata 4886 56.1 
34 9 Magadi 4991 55.92 
35 153 Sorab 10972 55.83 
 

1 2 3 4 5 
36 1 Anekal 12852 55.75 
37 172 Siddapur 3871 55.72 
38 117 Sidlgatta 10007 55.7 
39 146 Bhadravati 21308 55.63 
40 49 Mudgeri 5993 55.44 
41 162 Tiptur 7887 55.38 
42 73 Hangal 19547 55.11 
43 107 Virajpet 11112 55 
44 154 Tirthalli 11087 54.97 
45 149 Hosnagara 7569 54.9 
46 106 Somavarpet 3927 54.88 
47 6 Dodaballapur 7786 54.61 
48 110 Chikballapur 10379 54.53 
49 119 Krishnarajpet 5573 54.51 
50 75 Hirekerur 15836 54.45 
51 152 Shivamoga 17304 54.38 
52 5 Devanahalli 9428 54.19 
53 85 Shiggaon 15071 54.19 
54 84 Savanur 12198 54.08 
55 171 Mundagod 7098 54.04 
56 64 Karkal 13223 53.94 
57 114 Kolar 12028 53.77 
58 52 Turvekeri 13438 53.75 
59 122 Mandya 20498 53.75 
60 150 Sagar 7424 53.67 
61 169 Karwar 2228 53.54 
62 129 Hunasur 11112 53.08 
63 124 Pandavapur 7919 53.01 
64 165 Ankola 2585 53.01 
65 166 Bhatkal 2161 52.89 
66 58 Holalkeri 9938 52.81 
67 48 Koppa 6322 52.7 
68 51 Sringeri 2087 52.66 
69 104 Sakleshpur 4962 52.57 
70 173 Sirsi 5955 52.53 
 

1 2 3 4 5 
71 118 Srinivaspur 8797 52.52 
72 16 Hukkeri 14802 52.26 
73 101 Channarayapatna 5437 52.2 
74 151 Shikaripur 12201 52.03 
75 147 Channagiri 20565 52.02 
76 128 Heggadadevanakote 15144 51.93 
77 167 Haliyal 3976 51.93 
78 38 Bijapur 30356 51.92 
79 15 Gokak 24816 51.84 
80 50 Narasmharajapura 4379 51.8 
81 56 Harihar 15589 51.63 
82 82 Ranebennur 19561 51.23 
83 120 Maddur 15844 51.13 
84 78 Kundgol 15532 51.12 
85 108 Bagepalli 8481 51.07 
86 115 Malur 9962 51.04 
87 127 Gundlupet 16381 50.95 
88 59 Hosadurga 8082 50.91 
89 77 Kalhgatagi 9024 50.91 
90 74 Haveri 20198 50.85 
91 98 Arkalgud 6477 50.77 
92 156 Gubbi 8018 50.58 
93 46 Chikmangalor 7149 50.54 
94 164 Turuvekeri 4652 50.54 
95 148 Honnali 16179 50.41 
96 71 Dharwad 17130 50.33 
97 55 Davanageri 22942 50.25 
98 109 Bangarpet 11796 49.89 
99 112 Gouribidanur 15493 49.89 

100 103 Hole Narsipur 2880 49.83 
101 33 Bidar 23127 49.58 
102 111 Chintamani 10835 49.54 
103 100 Belur 4519 49.44 
104 76 Hubli 11502 49.36 
105 72 Gadag 13366 49.31 
 

1 2 3 4 5 
106 116 Mulbagalu 11092 49.29 
107 87 Afzalpur 17482 49.08 
108 137 Devadurga 17099 49.06 
109 41 Indi 29128 49.01 
110 21 Sampgaon 23398 48.94 
111 32 Balki 19122 48.81 
112 44 Mudhol 16479 48.7 
113 70 Byadgi 10002 48.45 
114 45 Sindagi 26510 48.28 
115 86 Shirahatti 13795 48.02 
116 18 Parsgad 20534 47.94 
117 160 Pavagad 16463 47.87 
118 161 Sira 12108 47.69 
119 163 Tumkur 9120 47.6 
120 57 Hiriyur 16014 47.54 
121 30 Aurad 19775 47.46 
122 158 Kurigal 5524 47.04 
123 31 Basavakalyan 15796 46.89 
124 34 Homanabad 20518 46.89 
125 81 Navalgund 11013 46.84 
126 47 Kadur 9374 46.81 
127 69 Udupi 14427 46.69 
128 37 Basavan Bagevadi 23333 46.51 
129 97 Alur 1975 46.48 
130 94 Shapur 20266 46.43 
131 79 Mundargi 8710 46.33 
132 61 Molkalmur 7287 46.14 
133 26 Hospet 13627 45.63 
134 25 Harapanahalli 20169 45.52 
135 53 Chitradurga 15631 45.34 
136 142 Manvi 29597 45.32 
137 159 Madhugiri 12599 45.27 
138 27 Siraguppa 18931 45.24 
139 144 Sindhanur 27110 45.23 
140 90 Chitapur 19969 44.72 
 

1 2 3 4 5 
141 39 Bilagi 11734 44.49 
142 20 Ramdurg 14925 44.39 
143 138 Gangavati 26254 43.99 
144 91 Gulbarga 20502 43.93 
145 54 Challkeri 19455 43.88 
146 83 Ron 16124 43.72 
147 17 Khanapur 9636 43.66 
148 143 Raichur 21256 43.65 
149 35 Badami 16038 43.57 
150 13 Belgaum 10377 43.47 
151 22 Bellary 28460 43.42 
152 60 Jagalur 8411 43.37 
153 65 Kundapur 13977 43.36 
154 43 Muddebihal 16328 43.28 
155 36 Bagalkot 12717 43.15 
156 113 Gudibanda 2405 43.15 
157 123 Nagamandla 3197 43.04 
158 23 Hadagali 14327 43.03 
159 157 Koratagere 5807 42.97 
160 88 Aland 25763 42.67 
161 92 Jevargi 18944 42.3 
162 102 Hasan 4642 41.84 
163 24 Hagaribomman Halli 11177 41.59 
164 141 Lingsugur 15371 41.52 
165 95 Shorapur 20355 41.21 
166 93 Sedam 11067 40.98 
167 139 Koppal 19482 40.83 
168 29 Sandur 8708 40.77 
169 40 Hungund 13049 40.77 
170 80 Nargund 4402 40.69 
171 89 Chincholi 16984 40.68 
172 145 Yalaburga 16559 38.62 
173 28 Kudalagi 11066 38.34 
174 140 Kushatagi 11219 38.27 
175 96 Yadgir 16801 34.89 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

NOTE: 1 = SL.NO., 2 = TALUKS CODE NO., 3 = NAME OF TALUKS, 4 = RURAL MALE MAIN AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS, 5 = PERCENTAGE OF RURAL MALE MAIN AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS TO RURAL TOTAL MAIN AGRICULTURAL 
LABOURERS 

MAP INDEX: VERY HIGH = 67.62 and Above (07 Taluks), HIGH = 60.19 – 67.61 (14 Taluks), MODERATE = 52.76 – 60.18 (65 Taluks), LOW = 45.33 – 52.75 (63 Taluks), VERY LOW = 45.32 and Below (26 Taluks) 

Table-2 : Karnataka State : Rural Male Main Agricultural Labourers 
(Percentage to the Rural Total Main Agricultural Labourers) As per the data of 2001 Census  

[Rural Male Main Agricultural Labourers = 1827634 (51.48%)] 
1 2 3 4 5 
1 136 Yelandur 5542 76.23 
2 62 Beltangadi 6874 75.88 
3 63 Bantval 6833 73.89 
4 135 Tirumakudal Narsipur 15424 73.8 
5 126 Chamarajanagar 26258 69.34 
6 66 Mangalore 7158 68.64 
7 170 Kumta 3023 68.6 
8 175 Yellapur 2704 66.32 
9 133 Nanjangud 24340 66.3 

10 67 Puttur 1000 65.06 
11 168 Honavar 1994 64.47 
12 19 Raybag 21972 64.17 
13 173 Sirsi 4652 62.74 
14 1 Anekal 6076 62.57 
15 121 Malavalli 11338 62.18 
16 105 Madikeri 931 62.11 
17 131 Krishnarajanagara 9307 61.99 
18 172 Siddapur 1713 61.98 
19 146 Bhadravati 17872 61.87 
20 149 Hosanagara 6920 61.57 
21 174 Supa 1244 60.95 
22 2 Bangalore North 5938 60.14 
23 3 Bangalore South 6882 60.14 
24 147 Channagiri 15171 60.06 
25 48 Koppa 3555 59.75 
26 171 Mundgod 4168 59.69 
27 52 Tarikere 11631 59.39 
28 9 Magadi 3762 59.11 
29 130 Kollegal 20981 58.97 
30 169 Karwar 855 58.8 
31 64 Karkal 5469 58.67 
32 155 Chiknayakanhalli 5810 58.39 
33 125 Shrirangapattana 8537 58.29 
34 51 Sringeri 2410 58.25 
35 30 Aurad 11876 58.21 
 

1 2 3 4 5 
36 73 Hangal 16124 58.1 
37 132 Mysore 6430 57.68 
38 56 Harihar 13774 57.43 
39 12 Athni 29331 57.35 
40 14 Chikodi 30849 57.35 
41 50 Narasimharajapura 3518 57.13 
42 152 Shimoga 12441 56.97 
43 7 Hosakote 8661 56.92 
44 127 Gundlupet 15521 56.74 
45 164 Turuvekere 3857 56.64 
46 153 Sorab 10366 56.6 
47 120 Maddur 11807 56.56 
48 165 Ankola 2513 56.55 
49 107 Virajpet 1803 56.5 
50 46 Chikmagalur 2799 56.43 
51 85 Shiggaon 10045 56.41 
52 84 Savanur 11680 56.4 
53 38 Bijapur 19537 56.28 
54 87 Afzalpur 9996 56.17 
55 124 Pandavapura 6733 56.15 
56 33 Bidar 15449 56.1 
57 4 Channapatna 9988 56.06 
58 98 Arkalgud 3885 56.04 
59 70 Byadgi 6758 55.9 
60 119 Krishnarajpet 5806 55.56 
61 166 Bhatkal 846 55.51 
62 11 Ramanagaram 5380 55.48 
63 43 Muddebihal 9117 55.47 
64 151 Shikarpur 10304 55.47 
65 5 Devanahalli 7816 55.29 
66 8 Kanakapura 9487 55.26 
67 49 Mudigere 2405 55.15 
68 34 Homnabad 13590 55.13 
69 55 Davanagere 19717 55.02 
70 150 Sagar 7006 54.98 
 

1 2 3 4 5 
71 137 Devadurga 6822 54.8 
72 134 Piriyapatna 5866 54.79 
73 32 Bhalki 13986 54.73 
74 41 Indi 21793 54.49 
75 42 Jamkhandi 16775 54.46 
76 129 Hunsur 7630 54.46 
77 99 Arsikere 7252 54.33 
78 106 Somvarpet 2137 54.27 
79 122 Mandya 17398 54.27 
80 154 Tirthahalli 10205 53.85 
81 148 Honnali 15235 53.58 
82 47 Kadur 8715 53.5 
83 115 Malur 8590 53.47 
84 45 Sindgi 16407 53.07 
85 21 Sampgaon 23174 53.06 
86 117 Sidlaghatta 9472 52.76 
87 74 Haveri 19668 52.66 
88 128 Heggadadevankote 14544 52.62 
89 68 Sulya 203 52.45 
90 16 Hukeri 17517 52.34 
91 104 Sakleshpur 2087 52.31 
92 31 Basavakalyan 11973 51.94 
93 138 Gangawati 21980 51.81 
94 44 Mudhol 14854 51.74 
95 75 Hirekerur 13771 51.72 
96 103 Hole Narsipur 3526 51.63 
97 161 Sira 12076 51.22 
98 15 Gokak 22545 51.1 
99 58 Holalkere 8061 50.85 

100 109 Bangarapet 11466 50.71 
101 163 Tumkur 8721 50.71 
102 159 Madhugiri 13523 50.56 
103 82 Ranibennur 17334 50.22 
104 53 Chitradurga 14096 50.1 
105 110 Chik Ballapur 10499 50.08 
 

1 2 3 4 5 
106 114 Kolar 12954 49.99 
107 78 Kundgol 13775 49.95 
108 118 Srinivaspur 7991 49.84 
109 91 Gulbarga 13738 49.81 
110 111 Chintamani 9623 49.48 
111 37 Basavana Bagevadi 16819 49.38 
112 65 Kundapura 11652 49.27 
113 71 Dharwad 14607 49.23 
114 59 Hosadurga 8085 49.16 
115 116 Mulbagal 8917 49.16 
116 57 Hiriyur 14100 49.14 
117 101 Channarayapatna 4044 49.07 
118 86 Shirhatti 14283 48.86 
119 17 Khanapur 10275 48.76 
120 100 Belur 4029 48.76 
121 141 Lingsugur 6928 48.67 
122 6 Dod Ballapur 5692 48.63 
123 25 Harapanhall 14831 48.44 
124 144 Sindhnur 20318 48.27 
125 90 Chitapur 13856 48.05 
126 108 Bagepalli 7280 48.03 
127 97 Alur 1718 47.92 
128 10 Nelamangala 3633 47.9 
129 69 Udupi 10503 47.8 
130 112 Gauribidanur 15748 47.66 
131 36 Bagalkot 9542 47.48 
132 76 Hubli 8287 47.23 
133 22 Bellary 28955 47.21 
134 142 Manvi 27599 47.16 
135 88 Aland 18048 47.05 
136 167 Haliyal 2598 47.05 
137 61 Molakalmuru 7326 47.04 
138 160 Pavagada 13008 46.99 
139 26 Hospet 16199 46.97 
140 18 Parasgad 17040 46.94 
 

1 2 3 4 5 
141 39 Bilgi 9163 46.39 
142 156 Gubbi 7710 46.13 
143 162 Tiptur 5056 46.03 
144 77 Kalghatgi 6747 46.02 
145 157 Koratagere 6144 45.88 
146 72 Gadag 11197 45.85 
147 24 Hagaribommanahalli 10773 45.81 
148 92 Jevargi 14173 45.51 
149 35 Badami 11619 45.34 
150 89 Chincholi 12636 45.3 
151 123 Nagamangala 2411 45.27 
152 54 Challakere 18241 45.25 
153 158 Kunigal 4360 45.07 
154 81 Navalgund 9856 44.97 
155 23 Hadagalli 12572 44.96 
156 40 Hungund 8212 44.48 
157 79 Mundargi 7509 44.33 
158 113 Gudibanda 2480 44.17 
159 95 Shorapur 15059 44.13 
160 27 Siruguppa 22113 43.97 
161 60 Jagalur 8248 43.95 
162 80 Nargund 4035 42.72 
163 143 Raichur 15099 42.56 
164 139 Koppal 14851 42.55 
165 13 Belgaum 8065 41.98 
166 20 Ramdurg 11218 41.19 
167 94 Shahpur 12044 41 
168 145 Yelbarga 12565 40.81 
169 93 Sedam 7348 40.72 
170 29 Sandur 5109 40.55 
171 102 Hassan 2823 39.84 
172 83 Ron 11359 39.53 
173 28 Kudligi 11734 37.23 
174 140 Kushtagi 6619 36.57 
175 96 Yadgir 9025 34.53 
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II. High Range of Rural Male Main Agricultural 
Labourers
In the high range of rural male main agricultural labourers 
with 57.42% to 63.90%, 24 taluks are noticed during 1991 
census. The taluks are in 5 bunches and 3 isolated taluks. The 
one bunch consisting of 4 taluks is located around Raibag in 
the north-west part, 2 taluks bunch consisting of Supa and 
Yellapur in Uttara Kannada district, 9 taluks around T.Narsipur 
in down south of Karnataka, 4 taluks including Bangalore 
North and Bangalore South in south-east, while 3 taluks viz. 
Honnavar, Mangalore and C.N.Halli (Tumkur district) in 
south-east part of Karnataka. During 2001 census in high 
range, 14 taluks with 60.19% to 67.61% are noticed. These 14 
taluks are found in the western half of Karnataka. These are 
found in one cluster consisting of 5 taluks at the north-west 
part, while remaining taluks like Raibag, Hosanagar, 
Bhadravati, Puttur, Madikeri, K.R. Nagar, Nanjangud, Malavalli 
and Anekal are located isolatedly.

III. Moderate Range of Rural Male Main Agricultural 
Labourers
In the moderate range, 59 taluks are found in the range of 
50.93% to 57.41% during 1991 census. These 59 taluks are 
found in 3 bunches. One bunch starts from Karwar in the north 
and ends at down south with Gundlupet, stretching along 
western ghats and central part of Karnataka. This bunch 
consisting of 38 taluks is glaringly seen in the western half of 
Karnataka. Another bunch in south-central part of Karnataka 
consisting of 10 taluks looks like a crescent moon, another 
cluster consisting of 8 taluks is at south-east corner, while 
another 3 taluks in north Karnataka viz. Bijapur, Hukkeri and 
Gokak are isolatedly located with rural male main 
agricultural labourers. During 2001 census in moderate range 
of 52.76% to 60.18%, 65 taluks are located. These are found in 
western half of Karnataka including down south of Karnataka 
and taluks in end around Bangalore. Another bunch is in the 
northern most part of Karnataka consists of 8 taluks and third 
bunch with 4 taluks is at north east tip of Karnataka. However, 2 
taluks viz. Bailhongal and Devadurg are found isolatedly.

IV. Low Range of Rural Male Main Agricultural 
Labourers
In the low range with 44.44% to 50.92% during 1991 census, 
54 taluks are observed. These are spread in eastern half of 
Karnataka, while one taluk i.e. Udupi is isolatedly found at 
south coast. During 2001 census 63 taluks are found in low 
range with 45.33% to 52.75%. The location pattern of these 
taluks is almost similar to that of 1991 period. 

V. Very Low Range of Rural Male Main Agricultural 
Labourers
During 1991 census in very low range with 44.43% and below, 
34 taluks are seen on the map (Fig. 2) consisting of rural male 
main agricultural labourers. Except 7 taluks the remaining 27 
taluks are located in the north-eastern parts of Karnataka in 

the river basins of Krishna, Malaprabha, Bhima and 
Tungabhadra rivers, while 7 taluks viz. Belgaum, Khanapur, 
Kundapur, Hassan, Nagamangala, Koratageri and Gudibande 
are isolatedly located. During 2001 census in the very low 
range with 45.32% and below, 26 taluks are found. There are 
distributed almost in the same pattern of 1991 period. 

Correlation Analysis
The correlation analysis with those variables shows that there 
is a positive with very high significant correlation only with 
number of primary male workers (r=0.81). The positive with 
high significant correlation is noticed with rural male workers 
(r=0.71). A negative with significant correlation is found in 
male literacy (r=0.53).

Conclusion
The rural male main agricultural labourers are not the 
marginal workers. Such workers during 1991 census were 
male main agricultural labourers in Karnataka 23,03,813 
(49.62%). While during 2001 census their number decreased 
to 18,27,634. However, the decrease of rural male main 
agricultural labourers can be due to reduction of male main 
agricultural labourers for the entire year or shifting such 
works to some other works i.e. other than agricultural works 
even by out migration to urban areas even due to 
discontinuity of agricultural work. 
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